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In response to the Question on notice to Dr David Roy as the sort of independent 
body NSW should consider looking into (Children and young people with disability in 
New South Wales educational settings Hearing 4, Wednesday 12th June). 
 

 
 
I, Dr David Roy, propose an equivalent body for Education and Disability as that to 
Aging and Disability that is already present. 
 
Below I set out more details. 
 

  



Children and young people with disability in New South Wales educational settings 
Questions on Notice response 

 2 

An Education and Disability commission. 
 
 

Whom they would be 
The NSW Ageing and Disability Commission would be an independent agency of the 
NSW government. 

The role is to better protect children (and their family) and adults with 
disability in education from discrimination, abuse, neglect and exploitation in 
their family, home and community. 

The EDC would fill a critical gap that was not previously addressed by other 
complaint and investigative bodies in NSW. They would work closely with other 
government and non-government organisations to support information sharing and 
referral pathways in order to ensure a child (and their family) or adult with disability in 
education is protected from discrimination, abuse, neglect and exploitation. 

 

What they would do 
The purpose of the NSW Education and Disability Commission would be to: 

• raise community awareness to reduce and prevent discrimination, abuse, 
neglect and exploitation of a child (and their family) and adult with disability in 
education. 

• receive and respond to reports or allegations of discrimination, abuse, neglect 
and exploitation of a child (and their family) and adult with disability in 
education. 

• provide support and information to those at need 
• run an investigation (if required) 
• report and advise the government on related systemic issues. 

 

Context 

Individuals whom are aging with a disability have had a full review and a commission 
set up. There is no such support for children (and their family) and adults with 
disability in education. 

In 2022/23, an independent review of the Ageing and Disability Commissioner Act 
2019 (the Act)  was conducted by Alan Cameron AO to determine whether the policy 
objectives of the Act were still valid and whether the terms of the Act were 
appropriate to meet those objectives. 

The review was informed by information received through a public consultation 
process, submissions, an online survey and focus groups. The final report with 
proposed changes to the Act was tabled in NSW Parliament in May 2023. 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-007
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2019-007
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Following the independent review, amendments were made to the Act in April 2024. 
The changes to the Act will help to improve the operation of the Ageing and 
Disability Commission (ADC) and strengthen safeguards for adults with disability and 
older people in NSW 

The intention was always to improve the safety of the adult, and uphold their rights. 
Children and those with a disability in education need similar rights upheld. 

 

Advisory Board 

I would recommend there to be an advisory board created to support the proposed 
EDC 

The purpose of the Education and Disability Advisory Board (Board) would be to 
advise the Commissioner on issues relating to discrimination, abuse, neglect and 
exploitation of children (and their family) and adults with disability in education, and 
can explore any topic that can improve the lives and outcomes for children and 
adults with disability in education, their families and informal carers. 

Members of the Board would include the Commissioner and people appointed by the 
Commissioner who have knowledge and experience in relevant matters, and reflect 
the diversity of the community. 

 

Values and Guiding Principles  

The Education and Disability Commission's work would be underpinned and 
reflected through the following values and principles. 

Values 

• Service 
• Integrity 
• Accountability 
• Person-Centred 
• Respect 
• Collaboration 

Guiding Principles 

• Be person-centred 
• Be effective 
• Be accessible and inclusive 
• Be accountable and transparent 
• Promote individual and community rights 

 


