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• Companion Animals: Reso1.J.r.<::E?� required by local councils to effectively mana�
--- - - - -companionanimalwelfare-and-pubHc.safety relatedJo-,1:)-'-EJ!s._Tbese __ ser:vices_might include ( 

registration and microchipping, managing stray and dangerous animals,-providing animal 
shelters, enforcing regulations around animal ownership, and promoting responsible pet 
ownership. _With __ an_e.stJmc1t�cL GQ§t ot _$1fl

'.
6 r:i:lJll��m __ a_cross the State andfor Georges 

River Council $306,000 annually, which equates to appro·xfrnately $·s -per-ratepayer. 

• Contaminated Land Management: Contaminated land includes areas affected by
substances that pose a risk to health or the environment. This could be due to previous
industrial activities, waste disposal, or accidental spills, leading to soil, groundwater, or
surface water contamination. Costs councils around $7.2 million across the State and for
Council $500,000 annually, which equates to approximately $9 per ratepayer.

• Protection of Environment Operations: Refers to regulatory functions related to
environmental protection that local councils are involved in. These functions might
include activities· aimed at preserving the natural environment, managing waste,
controlling pollution, and ensuring sustainable use of resources. This regulatory function
has led to $9.9 million in costs across the State and for Council $300,000 annually, which
equates to approximately $5 per ratepayer.

• Noxious Weeds: Refers to the management of invasive plant species that are considered
harmful to the environment, agriculture, or public health. Costing councils $11.1 million
across the State and for Council $70,000 annually, which equates to approximately $1.20
per ratepayer. 

• Development Applications: Is the process by which local councils review and approve
proposals for new construction and development projects within their LGA. This can
include residential, commercial, and industrial developments, as well as renovations and
extensions to existing structures. The development application process typically involves
the assessment of plans and proposals to ensure they comply with local planning
regulations, zoning laws, and building codes. Representing the largest share of the
burden at $86.7 million across the State and for Council $800,000 annually, which
equates to approximately $14 per ratepayer. 

The above items in total relate to $320 - $350 per ratepayer annually and trends have 
highlighted an ongoing annual increase. 

Georges River Council does not dispute the value of these services in the community and 
supports the delivery, though requests a transparent and equitable system of cost recovery, to 
reduce the reliance on ratepayers. 

State and Federal governments may impose new or expanded regulatory duties on local 
governments without providing the necessary funding, forcing councils to cover these costf 
through their revenue sources, predominantly rates. Other examples placing a strain or 
financial sustainability, include the gap between regulated service costs and the correspondin! 
regulated fee and/or charge. These often don't fully cover the costs of various regulator 
functions imposed on councils, leading to additional financial burdens passed onto ratepayer 
who do not utilise the service and must then subsidise. 

In the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal's (IPART) final report on the 'Review oft,
rate peg methodology, August 2023' it found that Ratepayers expressed concerns abc 
affordability and considered that councils could improve how they communicate with tr 
communities. Improving the transparency and management of cost shifting plays a criti 
element in addressing this finding. 
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