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The PRA submission outlined 4 areas of impact of Climate Change on our
environment and community :

o Local Heat Island Effects

o Coastal Erosion

e Local Flooding

o Endangered Wildlife Species

Woy Woy Peninsula sandplain houses 36,000 people in an area of 14.5 square

[ lometres, the highest population density on the Central Coast.

The sandplain averages 5 metres above séa level, and has been made vulnerable to
these impacts by overdevelopment.

Local heat island effects are well documented as a threat to life for the elderly, the
sick, and children under 5. The Peninsula has a tree canopy of only 10%, and some
areas have only one canopy tree per hectare. Ettalong Beach and Booker Bay are
examples of this, and the result is a heat island effect of +5°C in the summer months
caused by overdevelopment, lack of tree planting, and negligible tree retention.

Coastal Erosion is evident everywhere. Umina Beach and Ocean Beach have a
history of erosion of dunes, and loss of trees from high seas and tides. Beach
erosion has come within metres of roadways, and swells and tides have eroded the
north end of the bay at Ettalong Beach, threatening houses. There are no tangible
plans in place to mitigate these effects. Council recently approved a five storey
foreshore development within 19 metres of the erosion at Ettalong Beach.

L.ocal Flooding from high tides now endangers properties in the north-west, and
frequently invades the parks in that area. High rainfall causes flooding of creeks in
the south and west, and threatens homes (e.g. last weekend). Some areas are only
3 metres above sea level, and local flooding will only worsen with further extreme
weather events. '

Endangered wildlife species are well documented for this area, which is
characterised by the Umina Coastal Sandplain Woodland [UCSW]. What was once
an extensive corridor of woodland is now just several areas, each of only a few
hectares. The flora and fauna have been under threat of extinction for over 20 years,
due to land development and management issues, which continue to this day.
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Overall, the Peninsula is a sad tale of over-development due to disregard of existing
planning rules, lack of stricter planning laws, and neglect by local and state
. governments.

Our most pressing need is for extensive tree planting programs, and local
development planning rules which mandate planting of shade trees and retention of
existing trees. The required 40% tree canopy will cost tens of millions, require a
change of attitudes, and take many years. But the benefit to the community is a
matter of life or death.

‘the way forward for our community, will be to strictly limit and control further
development to help maintain our lifestyle, and protect what is a very unique and
under-valued environment in the Sydney Basin Bioregion.
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The Woy Woy Peninsula covers the suburbs of Woy Woy and its bays, Blackwall, Ettalong Beach,
Booker Bay, Umina Beach, Pearl Beach and Patonga. The bays, Pearl Beach, and Patonga are not
lccated on the 14.5 sq kilometre sand plain. The plain is surrounded by Broken Bay to the east,
Frisbane Water to the north-east and north-west, Mount Ettalong and other mountains on the
southern and western sides. Each of these surrounding areas are very environmentally sensitive.
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Tree canopy densities and figures
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Ettalong Beach. Central Coast Council has yet to respond.




Woy Woy Peninsula Aerial View

NOTE : The Peninsula sandplain is completely occupied by urban
development, with the exception of Blackwall Mountain, centre-right.




Aerial View of Ettalong Beach and Booker Bay

NOTE : The proliferation of long tiled roofs in ‘gun barrel’ developments, the huge
extent of hard surfaces, and absence of shade trees. The area to the right of the north-
south main road is just over 62 hectares, and you can count around 60 significant
shade trees. The absence of tree canopy causes a heat island effect of +5 degrees in
summer.




