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       The Hon. TAYLOR MARTIN: This is not a business that you have joined or a board that you're a part  

    of that has operations everywhere. You're telling us it's basically the family business. You're the one running it,  
     the managing director or thereabouts. You're self-employed through the business, but you can't name one client  

 here.  

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: Or what you do.   

 The Hon. TAYLOR MARTIN: Or what it does, what the consulting consists of.   

 KHAL ASFOUR: It's a consulting business.   

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: "Consulting" is a broad term.   

 KHAL ASFOUR: Again, I'm happy to take it on notice and provide the Committee with that answer.  
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• 29 Oct‐  8 Nov 2017: USA - Cities Leadership Institute Tour  

• 2‐14 June 2019: USA/Canada - Smart City Immersion  

• 1‐6 Sept 2019: East London - Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue – examine Urban regeneration of 

East London, its transformation and economic and social issues they faced in developing their City and 

relevance to Western Sydney  

• 5‐7 Dec 2019: Chicago - meetings and site visits including with the office of the Mayor, KPMG and Ignite 

Cities.  

 

 

 

 KHAL ASFOUR: The Cities Leadership Exchange—can you just remind me which one?   

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  I believe that was 29 October until—sorry, this is the 2017 trip—   

 9 November 2017.  

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: It was five years ago. Pretty close to the date, yes?   

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: —which I think was the 2019 trip you were referring to before. Can you 

KHAL ASFOUR: That was a trip organised by the Cities Leadership Group. Many mayors and councillors  have, 
with the Cities Leadership Group, travelled overseas to look at what other cities are doing. That was a trip, from 
memory, focused on smart cities. It was done with the professor at the time who had been working with council. 

Again, it was back in 2017 so I am just trying to recall. 

describe what that exchange program was about? 
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 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: San Francisco, or not?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: I don't think San Francisco, no.   

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: Mexico, at all?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: Not as part of the trip.   

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: But you went to Mexico while there?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: Yes.   

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: In a private capacity?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: Yes.   

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: Was that during the trip, or was that after or before?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: It was during a break in the trip, from memory.   

 The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: How much did that trip cost Canterbury Bankstown council?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: I would need to take that on notice.   
 

The Cities Leadership Exchange cost to Council was $38,404.44.  

 

 

The Hon. MARK LATHAM: Can I ask the mayor if you are aware of a personal bank account held by   

 the CEO of the council which holds money deposited directly from Bankstown council?   

 KHAL ASFOUR:  I am not aware.   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM: Have you ever heard of your CEO referring to this account that is used   

 for personal purposes, not connected to the council?   

 KHAL ASFOUR:  I have not.   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM: Are you aware of the CEO's company credit card?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: The council credit card?   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM: Yes.   

 KHAL ASFOUR: Yes.   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM:  What monitoring or checking does the council undertake that all the   

 expenditures there are related to council purposes, not private purposes?   
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 KHAL ASFOUR: I think I have answered your question.   

 The  Hon.  MARK  LATHAM:    What  about  the  return  leg  via  Singapore?  Who f u nded  the   
 accommodation  and  your  expenses,  restaurants,  hotels,  other  outlays in  Singapore  on the  way  back  from  

 Liverpool?  

 
 
ANSWER;   I am informed by Council that it has no record of any expenses claimed in Singapore. 
 

 

 

 KHAL ASFOUR:  I'm not aware.   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM:  Were you aware of him using the bank account that's funded by the  
 council under his own private arrangements?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: You'd need to ask him, Mr Latham.   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM: No, I'm asking you as the mayor—longstanding, re-elected, blah blah—  

 what you know about this particular matter.  

The Hon. MARK LATHAM: Are they happy with the discussions you would have had prior to the Turkey trip 
saying, "Isn't it good that we can lower the cost of the overall trip using council funds, and then we'll arrange for a 

privately funded trip"—you say—"to a soccer match in Liverpool, England?" 

The Hon. MARK LATHAM: In Liverpool, England, and Singapore, as part of this commemoration of Anzac, 

were you aware of the general manager using the council credit card to meet expenses? 

KHAL ASFOUR: From memory we were in transit in Singapore. It may have been a night and I'd need to—I'll 

take the rest of the question on notice, just so I give the correct answer to the Committee. 
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    contract with the contractor was expiring. Their service level was pretty poor if you ask the ratepayers living in  
 Canterbury. The decision was made to bring it in house.   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM:  What constitutes poor service? I've got a document here showing in   

 2017-18 the missed bin rate was 0.19 per cent. That's very low, isn't it?   

 KHAL ASFOUR: I don't know what document you're referring to.   

 

 
      KHAL ASFOUR: I'm happy to take that on notice, 

 
The current missed bin rate since going in-house is approximately 0.23% of 1%. This rate reflects a different 

methodology whereby we factor in bins that were not put out, incorrect bins, and blocked and unacceptable bins. While 

this measure does ostensibly give us a slightly higher missed bin rate, it gives a figure that is significantly more accurate. It 

is a better measure than the prior contractor’s methodology and assists Council with accurate and improved service 

levels.  

 

       The Hon. MARK LATHAM:  I suppose the international travel does that to you, but can I just ask: 

     What would you regard as an unacceptable missed bin rate that required changing these service arrangements?  

        KHAL ASFOUR:  I would certainly look at the correspondence and contacts I've had from ratepayers  
     and the calls complaining about the missed bins. You're quoting from, I think, 2017-18. Again, I haven't had a  
    look at the document recently, but certainly the contract was due to end and going in house was, I think, the best  

 option for the ratepayers.   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM: When did you make that decision?   

 KHAL  ASFOUR:    When  the  report  was presented  to  the  council.  After reading the  report and   

 understanding the context—   

 The Hon. MARK LATHAM: What time period are we talking about?   

The Hon. MARK LATHAM: It's a City of Canterbury Bankstown annual report that you as mayor would have 
signed off on in all your glory. The report at page 61 says that the missed bin rate under the previous arrangements, 

the contractor, was 0.19 per cent. You think that's an unsatisfactory service level? 
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Australian Consul to Chicago 
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(Answer furnished to Committee on 6 February 2023) 

 

I would like to reinforce to the Committee I paid for the ticket to the football game, it was not 

complimentary.  My accommodation and the ticket were purchased as a package through Thomas Cook 

Travel, a sponsor of the Liverpool Club. I was informed as they are one of the major sponsors, tickets to the 

match would have to be purchased through them. I cannot explain why they issued the ticket as 

“complimentary”. 
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Mr Matthew Stewart 
General Manager 
Canterbury Bankstown Council  
PO Box 8 
BANKSTOWN  NSW  1885 
 

Our Reference: 
Contact: 
Phone: 

 

A838983 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                   1 December 2022 
 
Dear Mr Stewart 
 
Thank you for your letter of 25 October 2022 responding to the Office of Local 
Government’s (OLG) preliminary enquiries relating to the reimbursement of 
professional development expenses to the Mayor, Clr Khal Asfour. 
 
On the basis of the information provided by you, I am satisfied that no further action 
is warranted in relation to the content of the City of Canterbury Bankstown Council’s 
(Council) Fees and Expenses Policy (the Policy), insofar as it relates to the 
professional development of the Mayor and councillors, or the reimbursement of the 
Mayor’s expenses for particular subjects undertaken by the Mayor as part of his 
Master of Business Administration. 
 
OLG’s review of the Policy has identified that clause 8.3 appears to be inconsistent 
with OLG’s guidelines for the payment of expenses and the provisions of facilities 
for Mayors and Councillors in NSW. Clause 8.3 of the Policy would be strengthened 
by the inclusion of a limitation to the reimbursement of legal expenses to those 
matters that have proceeded past any initial assessment phase to a formal 
investigation or review and the investigator makes a finding substantially favourable 
to the councillor. 
 
Lastly, I have recently become aware of an allegation aired in the media that the 
Mayor may have omitted a directorship from his annual disclosure of interests return. 
Prior to making an enquiry directly with the Mayor to clarify this issue, I would 
appreciate it if you could provide a copies of the Mayor’s current and previous return 
to olg@olg.nsw.gov.au as soon as possible. 
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ITEM 8.3 Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue 

AUTHOR Office of General Manager  

 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
To consider an invitation from Western Sydney Dialogue (WSD) for the Mayor to participate 
in a delegation to attend a tour of East London in September 2019. 
 

ISSUE 
WSD have issued a formal invitation for the Mayor to join them and other prominent industry 
professionals and Government leaders to participate in the study tour. 
  
Whilst outlined in their letter, WSD’s objective for the tour will be to focus on examining the 
urban regeneration of East London, its transformation and understanding the economic and 
social issues they faced in developing their City, and its relevance for Western Sydney. 
 
Given the nature of the tour and attendance by other prominent industry professionals and 
Government leaders, the experience will provide a direct understanding of the broader issues 
and/or impacts on addressing the required planning, delivery and integration of the expected 
transformation of our CBD and broader local government area. 
 
Details regarding the issue are noted further in the report.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Council agree to participate in the Western Sydney Dialogues Tour, as outlined in the 
report   

 

ATTACHMENTS 
A. Letter - Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue - Formal Invitation  
 



 

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 23 July 2019 
Page 2 

POLICY IMPACT 
There are no direct Policy issues outlined in the report, at this time.  
 

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
WSD have offered an all-up cost (excluding airfares) for the Mayor to participate of $5K 
(excluding GST), which essentially will cover all elements/land-costs of the tour, including 
accommodation. Airfares will separately need to be arranged by Council. 
 
Council’s Facility Policy for Councillors provides an annual allocation of funding for 
Professional Development, Conferences and Seminars, which would extend to the Mayor 
attending this tour, including any associated costs.  
 

COMMUNITY IMPACT 
As Councillors would be aware, Council expects to see a notable transformation to our CBD 
and broader local government area over the coming decade.  
 
That said, it is important that Council both engage and/or obtain an understanding of 
learnings from others, which will assist in ensuring we appropriately plan for our city, both 
from a spatial and service delivery perspective.  
 
This tour will provide Council with key insights on the impacts of large-scale transformation 
have on local government areas, in terms of housing, transport, health and education – all 
key issues currently being faced by our Council - and how best it be implemented for our 
community. 
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DETAILED INFORMATION 
 
Background 
 
As Councillors would be aware, Council has partnered with Western Sydney Dialogue (WSD), 
a body who advocates and/or informs public policy on key issues and works to both support 
and advance our city as a key player throughout Western Sydney. 
 
Indeed, Council recently hosted the 2019 “Out There Summit”, a key WSD initiative which 
attracted many businesses and government representatives to discuss the challenges and 
opportunities for our region. 
 
Equally, WSD also provides a breath of strategic resourcefulness, particularly in terms of 
relevant research, advocacy and exposure to understanding and planning for expected 
challenges and transformation expected throughout our community.   
 
WSD Study Tour 
 
Earlier this month, WSD issued a formal invitation for the Mayor (letter attached) to join 
them and other prominent industry professionals and Government leaders to participate in 
a study tour of East London, in September 2019.  
 
The tour is of particular relevance given it will: 
 
 focus on examining the urban regeneration of East London, its transformation and 

understanding the economic and social issues they faced in developing their City;  
 

 includes senior representatives/participants from Western Sydney University, South 
West Sydney Local Health District and the Greater Sydney Commission, key 
stakeholders who will play a significant part in transforming our city and broader 
town-centres throughout the local government area; and 
 

 importantly, WSD have requested the Mayor be the prominent local government 
official to both lead and provide wide-ranging insight and advice on issues from a 
community perspective. 

 
WSD’s invitation recognises the importance placed on Council’s participation as a key 
stakeholder in driving change throughout Western Sydney and as such, our involvement 
would be of benefit for our community. 
 
Policy Issues 
 
WSD have offered an all-up cost (excluding airfares) for the Mayor to participate of $5K 
(excluding GST), which essentially will cover all elements/land-costs of the tour, including 
accommodation. Airfares will separately need to be arranged by Council. 
 
Council’s Expenses and Facilities Policy for Councillors provides an annual allocation of 
funding for Professional Development, Conferences and Seminars, which would extend to 
the Mayor attending this tour, including any associated costs.  



 
 
08 July 2019 
 
Mr Matthew Stewart 
General Manager 
City of Canterbury-Bankstown 
 
Email:   
CC:    
 
Dear Matt, 
 

Western Sydney Study Tour of East London, UK September 1st-6th, 2019 

Formal Invitation to Join the Delegation 
 

In September this year, the Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue is leading a cohort of leaders focussed on the 
development of Greater Western Sydney to examine the urban regeneration in   
This reflects the relevance of that region and jurisdiction to our own dynamic growth region (especially 

originally and those who are delivering and regulating its projects and policy settings today.  
 
As we continue to respond to our own massive tasks in economic and social policy, infrastructure, governance and 
place making  to examine 

 
 
On behalf of the Steering Committee curating this high-level international study tour Clr Khal Asfour, as 
Mayor of Canterbury Bankstown, has been identified as targeted participant and I write to issue him a 
personal invitation.   
 
It is worth noting that there are a few other delegates already confirmed for this trip of specific relevance to CBC, 
including GSC District Commissioner and Canterbury Bankstown Collaboration boss, Peter Poulet; Jon Lamonte, 
CEO of the Sydney Metro office;  WSU Vice Chancellor, Prof Barney Glover and his university property executives, 
and the CEO of South West Sydney Local Health Amanda Larkin, who is in charge of the $1.3b Bankstown 
Hospital redevelopment, among others.. 
 

rticipation in this tour will assist Canterbury Bankstown with its own city-building understanding and 
build your regional network. It should also provide substantial understanding of similar civic pressures in the UK.  
 
A combination of logistic planning and compelling site visits/briefings will be key determinants of the success of this 
initiative and to achieve this we have assembled a stellar project Steering Committee to help frame our agenda, 
curate the tour and oversee the legacy program.  It includes three local leaders with significant professional 
experience in the East London arena:   
 

 Dr Sarah Hill, CEO, Greater Sydney Commission (and former Head of Major Developments, London 
Borough of Hackney);  

 John Burton OBE, Managing Director, Urban Regeneration, Lendlease (and ex head of Westfield 
Development UK); and  

 Dr Tim Williams, Head of Cities, ARUP (and then-CEO of the Thames Gateway London Partnership & 
Adviser to the UK Government & London Mayor).   
 

PO Box 3201 

North Parramatta  NSW  1750 

T +61 2 9810 8496 

info@westernsydney.org.au 

www.westernsydney.org.au 

Chairman 

Christopher Brown AM 

Patrons 

Hon. Nick Greiner AC 

Mr Cameron Clyne 

Hon. Craig Knowles AM 

Dr Kerry Schott AO 

Prof. Peter Shergold AC 
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Overview 
 

Day 1 
Sunday  
September 1 

Arrival, walking tour & welcome 
 

Day 2 
Monday  
September 2 

Docklands legacy, role of national and metro government in urban 
regeneration 
 

Day 3 
Tuesday  
September 3 

Olympic legacy, community facilities, transport infrastructure and 
education 

Day 4 
Wednesday  
September 4 

Health precincts, urban regeneration & innovative funding partnerships 

Day 5 
Thursday  
September 5 

Riverside & outer East London development.  
Social housing, community engagement and innovation precincts 

Day 6 
Friday  
September 6 

Lessons learned, local governance & departure 
 

 

App Details 
To access the app, download it from the Apple App Store or Google Play, install it on your phone, and use the 
below Event Code to access the East London Study Tour event. From there, use the username and access code 
emailed to you separately to log in.  

 Apple App Store: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-event-app-by-eventsair/id1142851582?ls=1 
 Google Play: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.eventsair.attendeeapp 
 Event Code: elst2019 
 Username & access code: emailed to you separately 
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Day 1:  Sunday, September 1
Arrival, walking tour & welcome

Prior to 12:00 Arrival in London and bag drop at hotel

11:00 15:00 urban regeneration

Get the jet lag cobwebs out and fill in time before hotel check-in with lunch 
followed by a stroll through the urban regeneration miracle of Kings Cross and 

t 
program but it is worth a look!). 

We have a reservation for the group from 12:15pm at Granary Square Brasserie
(1-3 Stable Street, Kings Cross) 
and then we plan to wander around the new development area with 
knowledgeable locals before heading back to the hotel for check-in and 
afternoon relaxation.

Meet in the Novotel Canary Wharf lobby at 11:00am t
together by public transport.
Dress: Casual comfortable walking shoes
Bring: Oyster card, ID, umbrella (if sky is grey)

Tube: Jubilee line to London Bridge, change for Northern Line
St. Pancras Underground.

Guided by: Dr Tim Williams, Australasia Cities Leader, Arup

From 15:00 
onwards

Hotel check-in
Novotel London Canary Wharf
40 Marsh Wall 
Isle of Dogs, London E14 9TP, UK
Phone: +44 20 3530 0500

17:00 19:00 Welcome & drinks, Bokan Rooftop Terrace, Novotel Canary Wharf

Meet and network with fellow delegates, hear about the program ahead, and 
relax with a drink and finger food from the rooftop terrace of our host hotel with 
stunning views over Docklands, the Thames River and East London.

Dress: Smart Casual

your

some inspiration: https://westernsydney.org.au/best-of-the-west

Hosts: 
Christopher Brown AM, Chair, Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue

Theo Psychogios, Partner, Financial Advisory, Deloitte

Thereafter At leisure
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15:00  17:00 
 

 

 
Transport for London (TfL) and Greater London Authority (GLA) 
 
This bespoke briefing and moderated discussion at City Hall will see the heads of 

the 
metropolitan government  role in urban regeneration and community engagement.  
 
Dress: Business attire 
Bring: Oyster card, ce is acceptable) 
 

Hosts: 
Len Duvall OBE, Labour Leader, London Assembly 

David Lunts, Executive Director, Housing 
Andrew McMunnigall, Principal Policy Advisor, Growth and Infrastructure, GLA 

Jules Pipe CBE, Deputy Mayor, Planning, Regeneration and Skills 

17:30  18:00 Coach to Bistrotheque, Benthal Green, 23-27 Wadeson St, London 

18:00  21:30 
 

 

Tour dinner & East London legacy panel, Bistrotheque, Bethnal Green 
 
A pre-dinner panel of leaders in the early redevelopment of East London talk about 
the drivers of the transformation, will speak about urban 
regeneration, public / private partnerships, skills exchange and community 
engagement. 
 
Dress: Business attire 
 

Panellists: 
Robert John, former Deputy Chief Executive, Canary Wharf  
Chris Roberts, former Chair, Thames Gateway Partnership 

Baroness Margaret Ford OBE, former Chair of the Olympic Park Legacy Company 
Lord Robert Kerslake, former Head of the UK Civil Service 

 
Moderators:  

Dr Tim Williams, Australasia Cities Leader, Arup 
John Burton OBE, Managing Director, Urban Regeneration, Lendlease 

 
Keynote: Dan Labbad, CEO, Lendlease UK & Europe 

 

After dinner Coach to Novotel Canary Wharf 
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Day 3:  Tuesday, September 3 
Olympic Legacy, community facilities, transport infrastructure and education 
 

From 06:30 Breakfast available at the hotel 

08:00  08:30 Daily Briefing: 1st Floor Lounge, Novotel Canary Wharf 
 
Dress for the day: Smart casual  closed, comfortable walking shoes 
Bring: Lanyard, Oyster Card, ID licence is acceptable) 
 

Daily briefing by: 
              Kerryn Vine-Camp, Executive Director, Western Sydney Unit,  

Federal Dept of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities & Regional Development 
Charles Moore, CEO, Sydney Olympic Park Authority 

9:00  9:30 Tube (Jubilee Line) from Canary Wharf Station to Stratford Station 

9:30  12:30 
 

 

Briefing & walking tour of QEII Olympic Park Precinct, Stratford 
 
Briefing at London Legacy Development Corporation (LLDC) offices and then tour of 
commercial, environmental, tourism, cultural, retail and sporting infrastructure in 

.  
 
Dress: Smart casual  closed, comfortable walking shoes 
 

     Hosts:  
Dr Paul Brickell, Executive Director, Regeneration & Community Partnerships, LLDC 

Lyn Garner, Chief Executive, LLDC 
Gavin Poole, Chief Executive, Here East 

12:30  14:30 
 
 

    

Lunch & Briefing on Crossrail, Transport for London offices, Stratford 
 
Working lunch and briefing on multi-billion-dollar Crossrail underground project, which 
is linking west and east London and driving above-station urban renewal. 
 
Dress: Smart casual  
 

                       Hosts - Crossrail: 
Martin Buck, Commercial Director 

Tony Meggs CB, Chairman  
Richard Storer, Community Relations Manager  

Mark Wild, Chief Executive 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3 itinerary continues over the page  
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14:30 16:00 Tour of University College London, Here East Campus development site

UCL is establishing a campus the 
2012 Olympics, now redeveloped as a cultural and innovation precinct.

Dress: Smart casual closed, comfortable walking shoes

Hosts:
Prof. Andrew Edkins, Director, The Bartlett Real Estate Institute (UCL East)

Prof. Paola Lettieri, Academic Director, UCL East

16:15 16:30 Tube (Jubilee Line) from Stratford Station to Canary Wharf Station

16:30 18:00 At leisure

18:00 18:30 Coach from Novotel Canary Wharf to Australia House, The Strand, 
           71 Aldwych, London

18:30 onwards Delegate Reception and Dinner at Australia House, Downer Room

Dinner will be held at the Australia High Commission for Western Sydney 
leaders, including discussion of attracting inward investment for regional 
infrastructure. 
Dress: Business attire
Bring: Lanyard, Passport (required for entry)
Please note you will be unable to bring any large bags into Australia House

Host:
              Kerryn Vine-Camp, Executive Director, Western Sydney Unit, 

Federal Dept of Infrastructure, Transport, Cities & Regional Development

Keynote:
Matt Anderson PSM, Deputy High Commissioner

Grace:
Rev. Bill Crews AM, Founder and Chairman, Exodus Foundation         

In Conversation with:
John Burton OBE, Managing Director, Urban Regeneration, Lendlease

Sir Robin Wales, former Mayor of Newham

In Conversation about Urban Form in East London & Western Sydney
Prof. Peter Bishop, Professor in Urban Design, Bartlett School of Architecture

Peter Poulet, District Commissioner Central City, Greater Sydney Commission

Moderators:
Kirsten Andrews, Chief of Staff to the Vice-Chancellor and Director, 

Government Relations, University of Sydney 
Dr Andy Marks, Assistant Vice-Chancellor, Strategy & Projects, 

Western Sydney University

Panellists:
Lakshmi Logathassan, Graduate Scholarship Recipient

Andrew Phong, Graduate Scholarship Recipient
Geoffrey Winters, Charles Perkins Scholarship, Oxford

fter dinner Coach to Novotel Canary Wharf
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Day 4:  Wednesday, September 4 
Health precincts, urban regeneration & innovative funding partnerships 
 

From 06:30 Breakfast available at the hotel 

08:00  08:30 Daily Briefing, 1st Floor Lounge, Novotel Canary Wharf 
 
Dress for the day: Smart casual  closed, comfortable walking shoes 
Bring: Oyster Card, licence is acceptable) 
 

Daily briefing by: 
Amanda Larkin, Chief Executive, South Western Sydney Local Health  

Avendra Singh, Partner, Squire Patton Boggs 

08:30  09:15 Docklands Light Rail from Canary Wharf Station to Shadwell Station 

09:15  11:30 
 

 

Briefing & walking tour of new Royal London Hospital, Whitechapel 
 
Tour one of  hospitals, the Royal London, then discussion of 
in public health, urban form, economic development and social cohesion. 
 
Dress: Smart casual  closed, comfortable walking shoes 
 

Host: Alwen Williams, Group CEO, Barts Health NHS Trust 

11:30  12:00 Coach to Squire Patton Boggs Office, 7 Devonshire Square, Spitalfields 

12:00  14:00 
 

 
 

 

Innovative Funding Partnerships & Working Lunch in City of London 
 
Moderated panel debate on value capture, funding partnerships, delivery of major 
transport projects, community infrastructure facilities and social housing. 
 
Dress: Smart casual  

Panellists: 
Andrew Herring, Partner, Squire Patton Boggs  

Joanna Rowelle, Director Integrated City Planning, Arup 
Michael Carr, Director, NAB 

Oliver Jones, Global Transactions Leader, Government, EY London  

14:00  14:45  Coach to Elephant Park, Elephant Road, London 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 4 itinerary continues over the page  
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14:45  17:00 

 

Briefing & walking tour of Elephant & Castle urban regeneration precinct 
 
Dress: Smart casual  closed, comfortable walking shoes 
 
Walking tour of this $7b private/public regeneration of this neighbourhood south 
of the Thames, with discussion of community engagement plan and facilities.  
 

Hosts:  
John Burton OBE, Managing Director, Urban Regeneration, Lendlease 

 
Presenters: 

Iain Smith, Communications Manager, Lendlease 
Elise John-Lewis, Social and Economic Development Manager, Lendlease  

Kristy Lansdown, Project Director, Elephant Park 

17:00  17:30 Coach to Canary Wharf/hotel 

Thereafter At leisure 
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Day 5:  Thursday, September 5
Riverside & outer East London development, social housing and innovation precincts

From 06:30 Breakfast available at the hotel

08:20 08:40 Walk to Canary Wharf Pier from Novotel Canary Wharf

08:45 11:15 Thames Boat Tour of East London riverside developments

Dress for the day: Smart casual closed, comfortable walking shoes
Bring: Lanyard, Oyster Card, ID

Board the Edwardian, a cruiser built by Sir Richard Branson, for a commentary of
riverside development and local communities north and south of the Thames.

Hosts: 
Dr Christian Derix, Principal, Global Leader SUPERSPACE, Woods Bagot

Sarah Kay, Director, Global Client Stream Leader, Woods Bagot

11:15 11:30 Walk from Greenwich Pier to Old Royal Naval College, 
         King William Walk, Greenwich Peninsula

11:30 13:00 Lunch at the Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich & Local Government and 
Community Engagement Forum

The importance of local government and community engagement will be the topic 
of discussion over a working lunch at the historic Naval College at Greenwich, 
with leaders of local councils and communications professionals. 

Dress: Smart casual closed, comfortable walking shoes
Host:

David Harding, Principal, Arup Sydney

Panellists:
Cllr Clare Coghill, Leader, Waltham Forest

Cllr Danny Thorpe, Leader, Royal Borough of Greenwich
Cllr Kyrsten Perry, Tower Hamlets

Clr Khal Asfour, Mayor, Canterbury Bankstown
Kathy Jones, Executive Chair, KJA and ECF

Moderator:
Christopher Brown AM, Chair, Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue

David Borger, Executive Director, 
Western Sydney Business Chamber

13:00 14:30

   

   

Coach tour of outer East London boroughs

Guided coach tour of communities and developments such as Woolwich, Abbey 
Wood, Thamesmead, Bluewater, QEII Bridge and Barking Riverside.

Dress: Smart casual 
Host: 

Chris Roberts, former Chair, Thames Gateway Partnership

Day 5 itinerary continues over the page
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14:30 16:00 Social Housing Forum, University of East London, Docklands campus 

A moderated panel session to discuss the development, governance and 
operations of social housing projects and partnerships in East London. 

Dress: Smart casual closed, comfortable walking shoes

Panellists:
Matthew Carpen, Managing Director, Barking Riverside London

Toby Lloyd, Special Adviser, 10 Downing Street
Cllr Darren Rodwell, Leader, Barking & Dagenham Council

Brendan Sarsfield, Chief Executive, Peabody

16:00 17:30
Docklands Campus and signing of UEL/Western partnership

We will tour UEL campus near Royal Albert Dock and its new innovation precinct 
and co-working space. We will also witness the signing of a MOU between UEL 
and Western Sydney University. 

Dress: Smart casual closed, comfortable walking shoes

Hosts:
Prof. Verity Brown, Pro-Vice Chancellor (Impact & Innovation), UEL

Prof. Barney Glover AO, Vice Chancellor & President, Western Sydney University

17:30 18:00 Docklands Light Rail from Cyprus to Canning Town Station, change to 
Tube (Jubilee Line) to travel  from Caning Town Station to Canary Wharf Station

18:00 19:10 At leisure

19:10 19:30 Walk to Museum of London, Docklands, West India Quay, Canary Wharf

19:30 22.00

       

Study Tour farewell dinner, Museum of London, Docklands

Delegates will hear a keynote address about the similarities and differences in the 
development of East London and Western Sydney from a global leader who has 
dominated both jurisdictions and delivered Olympic infrastructure in both cities.

Dress: Smart casual
Hosts:

Peter Poulet, Central District Commissioner, GSC
Caitlin Francis, Partner, EY Sydney

                      Speaker: 
Sir David Higgins, Chairman, Gatwick Airport

(and fmr CEO of London Olympic Delivery Authority; 
English Partnerships, Network Rail & Lendlease Australia)

  Thereafter Walk to Novotel Canary Wharf
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Day 6:  Friday September 6 
Lessons learned, local governance & departure 
 

From 06:30 Breakfast available at the hotel 

08:00  08:30 Daily Briefing, 1st Floor Lounge, Novotel Canary Wharf 
 

Christopher Brown AM, Chair, Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue          

09:00  11:00 
 
 

(Optional) Discussion on regional advocacy and legacy, Canary Wharf 
 
A select group of our travelling cohort will meet with East London civic and 
business leaders about regional advocacy, based on Western Sydney 
success.   
 
Dress: Smart casual 

  

No later than 12:00  Hotel check-out 
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On the ground Study Tour contacts: 
 

Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue 

Christopher Brown 
Phone:  
Email:  
 

Faith Halliday 
Phone:  
Email:  

 
Brett Towers 
Phone:  
Email:   

 




