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The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Earlier than that, did the Deputy Premier's office or the Deputy Premier 
ever raise the possibility that John Barilaro might have an interest in this role? 

AMY BROWN:  The current Deputy Premier? 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  John Barilaro. 

AMY BROWN:  Do you mean did Mr Barilaro contact me? 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Did either Mr Barilaro's office or Mr Ayres' office, or those Ministers, 
ever raise the fact that he may have an interest in the role prior to that time? 

AMY BROWN:  No, they did not. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  When did you first become aware that Deputy Premier John Barilaro 
might resign from office? 

AMY BROWN:  On the day he resigned. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Just for context, when you refer to the events of 27 September to 1 
October, when you were briefed about that instruction to make these ministerial appointments, Friday 1 October 
was the date on which Gladys Berejiklian resigned. That is correct, isn't it? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, and the NSW Trade Statement was launched. 

The Hon. PENNY SHARPE:  It did not get much media that day. 

AMY BROWN:  No. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  When you say it was a Cabinet decision, a Government decision, to 
change these to ministerial appointments, you accept that there has been significant reporting that John Barilaro 
had put strong views in that Cabinet meeting as part of that Government decision. You have seen that reporting? 

AMY BROWN:  It's an issue for Cabinet, so I don't know. But I have seen the reporting. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Can you tell us why the Premier says that he has no recollection of being 
asked for approval for these roles in his role as former Treasurer, given that the paperwork clearly shows a 
Treasury brief seeking his approval—brief TA21 1395—was signed by the former Treasurer? 

AMY BROWN:  Do you have a copy of that? 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  Point of order: I do not think that the secretary can be asked to answer 
on behalf of the Premier on why the Premier thinks something. 

The CHAIR:  I have heard the point of order, but I think she can respond if she sees fit. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  I am happy with Ms Brown's answer. 

AMY BROWN:  If it's the brief you are referring to, it was a noting brief with respect to the first 
candidate. I cannot see the brief, so— 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Yes, I am comfortable with your answer. 

AMY BROWN:  There was no approval. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Ms Brown, I want to come back to when you were advised by 
Mr Ayres that Mr Barilaro would be applying. Can you give us any more clarity? Was it around Christmas? 

AMY BROWN:  I suspect it was in January, when we were back from Christmas, and he mentioned it 
as a passing comment only. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Do you remember where that conversation occurred? 

AMY BROWN:  No. I would normally have my Secretary-Minister one-to-one in his office. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Okay, and it was in the course of that meeting? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  I want to come back to the question of why you decided to restart 
the process. You had gone through a pretty extensive recruitment process, and you had collated this list. You felt 
you had a candidate, and you subsequently thought that that person was not the right person for the role. Why 
didn't you just go to the number two candidate? Why didn't you just go to Minister Ayres and say, "We've gone 
through this process, and the number two candidate—here they are"? 
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The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Secretary, for the contract you signed nine days ago, did you make 
any inquiries with your staff or anyone else as to whether there were any issues that arose from the reference 
checks? 

AMY BROWN:  I didn't ask the question, no. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  What inquiries did you make before signing the contract? 

AMY BROWN:  Well, I was on the panel. I undertook the interviews. The steps that then follow are 
360-degree reference checks, subsequent due diligence, ASIC checks, insolvency checks, police checks, 
occupational personality questionnaire. That all occurs and then the panel signs its report. 

The Hon. PENNY SHARPE:  And the reference report. 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, that's the 360-degree— 

The Hon. PENNY SHARPE:  But you can't tell us— 

AMY BROWN:  I didn't undertake it. 

The CHAIR:  Order! Just to let members know, every time everybody speaks over each other, Hansard 
cannot hear a thing. That is not great for anybody. Mr Mookhey? 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Secretary, I appreciate you did not do the reference check. To be 
fair to you, we are not asking whether you did the reference check. But the reference check is provided to the 
recruitment panel in the first instance and then thereafter. 

AMY BROWN:  It is, yes. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  And I can only presume that as a member of the recruitment panel, 
you read the material that was in front of you, correct? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, in late March. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Therefore, you would have recall of the reference report that was 
provided by NGS Global, correct? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, in late March. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  And as you finalised a decision, I think you said the recruitment 
panel signed off on the final report on 16 June, correct? 

AMY BROWN:  That's when we signed the report, because there was a logistical reason because 
Kathrina was not available. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Sure, but you did sign on 16 June, did you not? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, but I read the reference checks at the end of March. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Sure, and I accept that. Having now established that you read the 
reference checks, did Secretary Barnes provide a reference? 

AMY BROWN:  I'll take it on notice. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Ms Brown, given this is supposed to be an independent process, and we 
are assured it is, can you understand why the constant meetings with Ministers, the informal approvals, the sense 
checks that you have referred to, the cancellation of the process—all this is leading to questions about exactly 
how independent this process is? 

AMY BROWN:  I do understand. The sense check with Ministers was actually more with respect to the 
second ranked candidate, because they had no experience in government, and I was just a little bit worried about 
their ability to represent New South Wales on that basis. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  You have been very specific about when John Barilaro applied for this 
role, but when did you first become aware that John Barilaro might be interested in applying for one of these 
commissioner roles? 

AMY BROWN:  Minister Ayres mentioned casually that Mr Barilaro might apply. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  When did that occur? 

AMY BROWN:  The position was advertised on 17 December and he applied on 19 January. Some time 
in that time, but we were all off on Christmas and New Year, so— 
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The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Earlier than that, did the Deputy Premier's office or the Deputy Premier 
ever raise the possibility that John Barilaro might have an interest in this role? 

AMY BROWN:  The current Deputy Premier? 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  John Barilaro. 

AMY BROWN:  Do you mean did Mr Barilaro contact me? 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Did either Mr Barilaro's office or Mr Ayres' office, or those Ministers, 
ever raise the fact that he may have an interest in the role prior to that time? 

AMY BROWN:  No, they did not. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  When did you first become aware that Deputy Premier John Barilaro 
might resign from office? 

AMY BROWN:  On the day he resigned. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Just for context, when you refer to the events of 27 September to 1 
October, when you were briefed about that instruction to make these ministerial appointments, Friday 1 October 
was the date on which Gladys Berejiklian resigned. That is correct, isn't it? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, and the NSW Trade Statement was launched. 

The Hon. PENNY SHARPE:  It did not get much media that day. 

AMY BROWN:  No. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  When you say it was a Cabinet decision, a Government decision, to 
change these to ministerial appointments, you accept that there has been significant reporting that John Barilaro 
had put strong views in that Cabinet meeting as part of that Government decision. You have seen that reporting? 

AMY BROWN:  It's an issue for Cabinet, so I don't know. But I have seen the reporting. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Can you tell us why the Premier says that he has no recollection of being 
asked for approval for these roles in his role as former Treasurer, given that the paperwork clearly shows a 
Treasury brief seeking his approval—brief TA21 1395—was signed by the former Treasurer? 

AMY BROWN:  Do you have a copy of that? 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  Point of order: I do not think that the secretary can be asked to answer 
on behalf of the Premier on why the Premier thinks something. 

The CHAIR:  I have heard the point of order, but I think she can respond if she sees fit. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  I am happy with Ms Brown's answer. 

AMY BROWN:  If it's the brief you are referring to, it was a noting brief with respect to the first 
candidate. I cannot see the brief, so— 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  Yes, I am comfortable with your answer. 

AMY BROWN:  There was no approval. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Ms Brown, I want to come back to when you were advised by 
Mr Ayres that Mr Barilaro would be applying. Can you give us any more clarity? Was it around Christmas? 

AMY BROWN:  I suspect it was in January, when we were back from Christmas, and he mentioned it 
as a passing comment only. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Do you remember where that conversation occurred? 

AMY BROWN:  No. I would normally have my Secretary-Minister one-to-one in his office. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Okay, and it was in the course of that meeting? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  I want to come back to the question of why you decided to restart 
the process. You had gone through a pretty extensive recruitment process, and you had collated this list. You felt 
you had a candidate, and you subsequently thought that that person was not the right person for the role. Why 
didn't you just go to the number two candidate? Why didn't you just go to Minister Ayres and say, "We've gone 
through this process, and the number two candidate—here they are"? 
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AMY BROWN:  It wasn't Mr Barilaro's decision to unwind the first recruitment process. It was a 
decision of Government. As for the remainder of the events and how they unfolded, it's not for me to express an 
opinion. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Ms Brown, I just wanted to turn again to the question of the 
process of the appointment of Mr Barilaro. So you said on 19 January there were 12 applications that were 
received, and you informed Minister Ayres. Is that correct? 

AMY BROWN:  No, sorry. I informed Minister Ayres after we'd had a go at the short list. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  How many people were on the short list? 

AMY BROWN:  The short list that went to interview, there were four people. But one I had already 
seen as part of the first process, so I said, "Let's just interview the other three." 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  So there were four on the short list. When did you compile the 
short list? 

AMY BROWN:  It was compiled between 21 January and 2 February. The reason it took a bit of time 
is we had a couple of candidates drop out and so we had to redo it. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  So of the 12 applications, to get them down to the four for the 
short list, was that just your call? 

AMY BROWN:  No, it was the call of the panel. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Okay, the panel did the—what was the process? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, that is how it tends to work. So what happens is there's an executive search done 
by NGS. They do initial screening. It is a bit like a first round interview. Then the long short list gets sent around 
to all panel members with a suggestion as to who the top four might be, and then that becomes the short list for 
interview purposes. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  And were there any changes to that initial short list that was 
compiled by the recruiter? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, there was. So I sense checked the short list with Minister Ayres because I was a 
little bit—the first time I ran the process, I didn't consult with any Minister about anything. So I wanted to sense 
check along the way. 

The Hon. PENNY SHARPE:  Can I just check one thing, just quickly there? At any time did Minister 
Ayres give you a heads up that there were going to be other applicants other than John Barilaro applying? 

AMY BROWN:  No, he did not. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  So the only person Minister Ayres provided prior warning to you 
about a likely application was John Barilaro? 

AMY BROWN:  That's correct. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Did you actually ever ask Minister Ayres how did he have the 
knowledge that Mr Barilaro was likely to be interested in this role? 

AMY BROWN:  No, I wasn't particularly interested. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  You weren't interested in the former Deputy Premier, who you used 
to report to, all of a sudden expressing an interest in a role within months of his resignation? That didn't create 
any reason for you to interrogate further? 

AMY BROWN:  It wouldn't have been appropriate, to be honest. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Why not? 

AMY BROWN:  Because I'm a public servant and I implement Government' decisions and I don't really 
go into the "who had conversations with who" sort of territory. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Secretary Brown, this is not a Government decision; it's your 
decision. 

AMY BROWN:  It is my decision but in terms of what conversations Minister Ayres has, I don't 
normally engage with him on that. 
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AMY BROWN:  I will take that on notice. I believe that we are providing a copy of the panel report. 
What I can tell you is that he was the first ranked candidate against the criteria. 

The CHAIR:  And just to check as well, did he exceed the manage and develop people quality? 

AMY BROWN:  I will take it on notice. 

The CHAIR:  Did Mr Barilaro undertake, like the other candidates did, a psychometric assessment? 

AMY BROWN:  He did. It is called an occupational personality questionnaire. 

The CHAIR:  Okay. Getting down to when Mr Barilaro is the preferred candidate the second time 
around—actually, no, let's step back a little bit. When Mr Barilaro first applied for the position after he had had 
the conversation with you—this was in terms of the direction from Government at a particular time. Is that correct? 

AMY BROWN:  No. I never had a conversation with Mr Barilaro around Government's direction to 
change to ministerial appointments. I simply read it as a Government decision. 

The CHAIR:  And the conversation that Mr Barilaro had with you that you mentioned earlier? 

AMY BROWN:  Of course. I had one meeting with Mr Barilaro in the entire time that I was accountable 
to him as Minister for Industry and Trade. It was on 15 September via Teams. For context, we were in statewide 
lockdowns and there was an outbreak of Delta in the regions. He apologised for the fact that he had been fully 
occupied by that scenario and he said we were going to have a good year in 2022 because we were hoping to do 
another tranche of the global rollout. It was a very short conversation. 

The CHAIR:  Did you speak to anybody about the fact that Mr Barilaro had applied for the position? 
Did you speak to anybody within Government, any Minister, that that had occurred? 

AMY BROWN:  After he applied? 

The CHAIR:  At any stage before he was offered the job. Did you speak to anybody about the fact that 
he had applied? 

AMY BROWN:  The only conversation I ever had about Mr Barilaro applying for this role was with the 
responsible portfolio Minister, Minister Stuart Ayres. He gave me a heads-up that Mr Barilaro might apply and 
then Mr Barilaro did apply, and somewhere in that process I let the Minister know that that had occurred. 

The CHAIR:  Did the Minister express any concerns to you about how this may play out publicly—
about the fact that Mr Barilaro did apply for this job? 

AMY BROWN:  He did not. Minister Ayres, as a portfolio Minister, is very respectful of the public 
service and our processes and so he was very cautious about not having those sorts of conversations. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Can you just explain "cautious"? 

AMY BROWN:  Appropriately cautious. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Okay. How was that conveyed to you? 

AMY BROWN:  As in, I'd given Minister Ayres a heads-up that Mr Barilaro had applied but he didn't 
give me a strong opinion as to how he expected that process to play out. He let me run the process. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  When did you tell Mr Ayres that Mr Barilaro had applied? 

AMY BROWN:  It would have been—Mr Barilaro applied on 19 January. We received 12 applications 
including that one, and I expect that somewhere in the short-listing process, which would have been a week to 
10 days later, I gave him a heads-up that Mr Barilaro was on the short list. 

The Hon. ROBERT BORSAK:  I go back to my previous line of questioning in relation to your position 
as CEO of Investment NSW and the potential for conflict of interest. Again I ask you, as CEO of Investment NSW, 
who did you actually report to? Who, physically in your line of report, did you report to? 

AMY BROWN:  The employer of the head of an agency in this context—as in my context, I beg your 
pardon—was the Secretary of Department of Premier and Cabinet. 

The Hon. ROBERT BORSAK:  The Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet at the time? 

AMY BROWN:  That's right. 

The Hon. ROBERT BORSAK:  When did you get promoted to the role of Secretary of Enterprise, 
Investment and Trade? 
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