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AMY BROWN:  Of course I knew Mr Barilaro in the past. I was with the Public Service Commissioner, 
who knows the structure of the public service and that he was the Minister for trade and industry. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS:  Ms Brown, you have just said that you didn't insist on Mr Barilaro 
completing his own declarations, but you could have made your own about a conflict-of-interest declaration. Why 
didn't you? 

AMY BROWN:  I could have but there was no conflict of interest, so I did not. Kathrina Lo, who is the 
Public Service Commissioner—hopefully you will call her and she can talk to that point. 

The Hon. WES FANG:  What's the conflict? 

AMY BROWN:  I don't know. 

The CHAIR:  Order! Mr Fang, we're doing so well. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Secretary Brown, can I take you to page 12 of the tender bundle? 

The CHAIR:  What page did you say? 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Twelve. This is correspondence that you sent to your chief of staff, 
in which you say: 

Here you go. Thanks so much for preparing. Jim B— 

which is a reference to Jim Betts, who at the time was the incoming Secretary of the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet— 

strongly recommends that the recruitment reports fully signed by each panel member … be completed before this brief is sent up to 
the Ministers, in anticipation of them messing with due process … 

Did you have a conversation with then Secretary Betts about signing the selection reports? 

AMY BROWN:  I did have a conversation with Secretary Betts about signing the selection report. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Did he warn you that there was a chance that Ministers would mess 
with due process? 

AMY BROWN:  We had a conversation about the fact that because the other two appointments went to 
Cabinet, there was a lot of confusion, and I was concerned that certain Ministers or their offices may feel that they 
have veto rights over my appointment. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Who were you concerned would have veto rights over your 
appointment? 

AMY BROWN:  I was concerned that the Deputy Premier's office would feel that they had veto rights. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  You were concerned that the Deputy Premier's office would, and 
then Secretary Betts gave you the advice to make sure that every panel checked it. Is that correct? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, and particularly because the first-ranked candidate was a current bureaucrat. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Can we now turn to page 35 of the bundle? You will have to start 
on page 36, and then we will go to 35. It's an email chain that starts on the bottom of page 36 and then goes up, 
so we will have to start on 36. You can see here right at the bottom of 35, I think one of your executive assistants 
chases up for the signed panel report that Secretary Betts recommended. You see right at the bottom here your 
executive assistant is informing someone else—your chief of staff, I think—that: 

Amy would like to arrange for the DPO to have a copy today if possible. 

Do you see that? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, I do. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Can you go to page 35? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Can you go up the page? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  You see here that this person, who is the executive assistant, is 
emailing now the executive assistant of Secretary Betts? 
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AMY BROWN:  Yes. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  So your EA is emailing Mr Betts' EA. 

AMY BROWN:  Yes. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  It says this: 
Hi … 

Just wanted to confirm when we might receive an approved/signed copy of the panel selection report. 

We need to include this with our brief to the DPO and across ASAP. 

You understand "DPO" to be a reference to the Deputy Premier's office? 

AMY BROWN:  That is true. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Why was it so urgent to send it to the Deputy Premier's office? 

AMY BROWN:  I wanted to provide briefs for noting briefs to the four Ministers who I referred to 
before, and I wanted the selection reports to be signed before I did that. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Indeed. 

AMY BROWN:  I had already verbally offered—well, no, at this point I hadn't verbally offered the 
candidate, but I wanted to get going on the appointment. So "ASAP" was— 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  But you don't mention the other offices in this email: "We need to 
include this with our brief to the DPO and across". It's not "DPO and Treasury", "DPO and Premier", "DPO and 
Ayres". It's DPO. 

AMY BROWN:  He was the portfolio Minister, so— 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  But was he asking for this brief urgently? 

AMY BROWN:  His office was. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  His office was asking for an urgent brief outlining the selection 
report for the New York position? 

AMY BROWN:  They wanted to know the outcome of the process. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Can I have an indulgence, Chair? Can I just ask a few more 
questions? 

The CHAIR:  Just one— 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  No. 

The Hon. WES FANG:  You've had two hours. 

The CHAIR:  Finish the line of questioning. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Thank you. The only line of questioning is: Did you then send the 
report to the Deputy Premier's office? 

AMY BROWN:  It was attached to the for noting brief that went up on 11 August. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  It went up on 11 August? 

AMY BROWN:  That's right. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  The report went to the Deputy Premier's office about the Americas 
position? 

AMY BROWN:  Yes. Because it was attached to the briefing. 

The CHAIR:  Thank you very much. We finish at midday, unless the Government would like to, with 
the permission of the witness— 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  The Government does. 

The CHAIR:  If the witness is able to stay, the Government would like to ask questions for the remaining 
15 minutes, with the indulgence of the— 

AMY BROWN:  Yes, okay. 
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The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  I thought that was the resolution of the Committee. 

The Hon. WES FANG:  I note, also, that Ms Brown said she's got some answers to provide to the— 

The CHAIR:  Questions from the Government. Who would like to— 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  I will start off, thank you. Just for clarification, with respect to the 
obligations of a Minister in seeking future employment and whether you gave any reference to this, the 
NSW Ministerial Code of Conduct at 24 (2) specifically says that the "clause does not apply to any offer of 
post-separation employment by the State of New South Wales or any agency representing the State". Is that 
something you would've considered, perhaps, in terms of your discussions with Mr Barilaro? 

AMY BROWN:  That's very helpful. I suspect that the Public Service Commissioner is very aware of 
that provision, as I also would expect my general counsel is. That is why I did not receive any counsel or advice 
to the contrary. 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  Also turning back to the evidence you gave with respect to there being 
no suitable applicant at the end of the process on 1 October, as I understand it, you outlined that in about 
mid-September you started to make Ms West aware of the potential that there was going to be some changes in 
terms of how that role was appointed. I think you invited the Committee before that potentially you were happy 
to go into—maybe not happy but could go into why you'd come to that view that Ms West was not suitable for 
the role. I invite you to perhaps outline to the Committee why, as of 1 October, you had come to the view that she 
was not suitable for the role. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Point of order: As I recall, what the secretary said was that she was 
happy to provide further evidence in camera. I'm happy to resolve that we go in camera to hear the evidence, 
because it's a good question. I think the appropriate thing to do would be to go in camera. 

The CHAIR:  That's correct. We have also been very careful throughout the past two hours. I remind 
Government members to try not to name individuals. 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  I think Ms West has been quite high profile in this inquiry. 

The CHAIR:  To use these final 15 minutes of a public hearing to outline why an applicant is not 
suitable—I would suggest we go in camera for that. 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  I think that it's fundamental when it comes to the actual nature of this 
inquiry that there was a candidate who was deemed to not be suitable for a certain reason by 1 October. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Just to be clear about the point of order, I am not challenging the 
right of the Government to ask the question. The Government has the right to ask the question. There has been 
previous practice in the Legislative Council that we go in camera when we are giving sensitive information about 
a person. The Committee can make a decision later as to whether we publish the transcript. My view is that if the 
Government wishes to continue to move down this path—because it's a valid question—the appropriate way for 
us to deal with it would be in camera, with the Committee making a decision later as to whether we publish it. 

The Hon. JOHN GRAHAM:  If that was the wish of the witness, yes. 

The CHAIR:  If that was the wish of the witness and if the Opposition members wanted to move that 
way, then that's what we do. Does the witness wish to proceed in that manner in terms of discussing— 

AMY BROWN:  Other than to say the relationship deteriorated, specific details of that are probably best 
for in camera. 

The CHAIR:  Yes. If that's the way— 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  We will happily move— 

The CHAIR:  Okay. Let's proceed— 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW:  Why don't we come back to this line of—if I can pass to my colleague 
Mr Fang and return to this in an in-camera hearing— 

The Hon. PENNY SHARPE:  The other option is to do that on a different day. 

The Hon. DANIEL MOOKHEY:  Yes, we can do it on a different day. 

The CHAIR:  Order! What we are going to do—any other questions from the Government that don't 
require us to go in camera, then, if time permits, we will go in camera to go down that line of questioning by 
Mr Farlow. Mr Fang— 
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