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Committee Chair  
Portfolio Committee 7  
Attn: Ms Cate Faehrmann MLC  
Email: PortfolioCommittee7@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Ms Faehrmann 
 
RE: Advice 

 
 

I confirm I act for Mr Mark Adams. 
 
Mr Adams appreciates the opportunity the Committee has afforded him by raising, on 
19 April 2022 its written requisitions of him.  
 
Those requisitions and Mr Adams’ responses (expressed in the first person) are 
attached. The Committee will notice Mr Adams has not answered questions 4, 5 and 
6. This is because Mr Adams was at all material times excluded from participating in 
Eco Logical Australia Pty Limited (ELA) offsetting projects in Western Sydney due to 
potential, if not actual, conflicts of interest. I understand Ms Sylvia Fernandez, a 
Thomson Geer Partner acts for ELA-( ). Mr Adams was 
not involved in the matters to which questions 4, 5 and 6 refer.  
 
 
Mr Adams was aware from publicly available information of the potential and 
perceived conflict of interest in his taking on the responsibilities of a Biobank both 
from an employment, client, and regulator perspective. As such, upon Meridolum No. 
1 making the decision to invest in property and prior to its purchase, Mr Adams 
informed the then ELA CEO on 11 January 2017 about this decision and the need to 
avoid conflicts of interest. My instructions indicate the information in the attachment 
styled “Publicly Available Information” was current as at the dates referred to.  
 
Further, upon Mr Adams being offered the CEO position of ELA on 28 May 2018, his 
previous disclosures prompted the preparation of a Declaration and Undertaking 
Under Deed Poll and Disclosure Statement dated 9 July 2018 (redacted copy 
attached). Mr Adams’ conflict was also disclosed to ELA staff. As such Mr Adams 
was obligated to take no part in ELA offsetting projects in Western Sydney.  
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Yours faithfully 
 

 
Belling Legal 
 
 
Bryan Belling 
Principal 
 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards legislation. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Mr Adams appreciates the opportunity the Committee has afforded him by raising, on 
19 April 2022 its written requisitions of him. He is responding to these Questions on 
Notice as a director of Meridolum No 1 only. Mr Adams cannot respond to the 
questions numbered 4, 5 and 6 which questions are directed to Eco Logical Australia 
Pty Ltd. 

 

Those requisitions and Mr Adams’ responses (expressed in the first person) are:  

 

1. Why did you establish Meridolum No 1? 

 

I personally have a lifelong commitment to conservation and for some time 
had wanted to manage land for positive environmental outcomes. 
 
Meridolum No 1 (Meridolum) was established as an investment vehicle to 
purchase property and implement biobanking projects. Apparent from the 
public announcements around the airport, roads, rail lines and urban 
expansion in Western Sydney, there was an enormous need for active 
conservation, protection, and restoration of the remaining intact ecosystems 
across the Cumberland Plain.  
 
As a Director of Meridolum I am very proud of implementing best practice 
conservation and restoration ecology techniques and the outstanding 
conservation results that have been achieved on site to date. Since 
implementing conservation management measures within the critically 
endangered ecological communities on our land, the White Flowered Wax 
Plant (Cyananchum elegans) a threatened species, is now present on site and 
very recently the BCT advised on a site visit that they believed they had 
identified the Green and Golden Bell Frog (Ranoidea Aurea).  
 
I am personally committed to achieving long term and meaningful 
conservation outcomes. 
 

2. How did Meridolum No 1 come to be in contact with Roads and Maritime 

Services (RMS) about the offsets? 

My fellow Director of Meridolum, RMS contacted Steven House directly 
regarding the availability of credits for the Hardwicke and Hampden Vale 
biobank sites. At this time, Mr House informed the RMS that Meridolum No 1 
was also in the process of biobanking the Cawdor Heights property.  

 

(a) Which party first approached the other to discuss this? 

RMS approached Mr Steven House.  

 

(b) On what date did this first approach take place? 

14 March 2017 



 

 

 

(c) What was your involvement in this? 

I was not involved in this. 

 

3. How did you come to purchase the parcels of land in ‘Razorback’ that 

make up Meridolum No.1 biobank? 

The main property (519 Razorback Road, Cawdor) was identified on 
realestate.com.au. The secondary property 120 Rotherwood Road Razorback 
Meridolum contacted the owner directly and negotiated purchasing this 
property.  

 

a. What was the process by which these parcels of land were 

identified? 

Both Meridolum properties neighbour Steven House’s pre-existing biobank 
– ‘Hampden Vale’ - one to the north and one to the south. There is also 
another biobank in the valley called ‘Razorback.’  These existing biobanks 
demonstrated that land in the area might be suitable for conservation of 
remnant Cumberland Plain Woodlands.  
 
Steven House saw the Cawdor property listed for sale on realestate.com.au 
on 18th September 2016. The property was passed in at auction without a 
bid on 19 November 2016. Following negotiations after the auction, 
Meridolum purchased the property on 27 January 2017. 

 

120 Rotherwood Road, Razorback was purchased in January 2018 via 
direct negotiation with the owner.  

 

b. What was your involvement in identifying these parcels of land? 

I did not identify these parcels of land.  

 

c. Who else was involved in purchasing the land? 

The four directors of Meridolum participated in purchasing the land 
together with standard legal and conveyancing agents. 

  

 

4. On what date was the first conversation held between Eco Logical 

Australia and the NSW RMS regarding offsets for the Western Sydney 

Infrastructure Plan? 

a. Who was this discussion between? 

b. Who initiated those discussions? 

i. If you did not initiate these discussions, what was your 

involvement in them? 

http://realestate.com.au/
http://realestate.com.au/


 

 

I am unable to provide a response as I was not involved in any part of the referenced 

project. 

 

5. Regarding the advice provided by Eco Logical to the RMS on the offsets 

required for the Western Sydney Infrastructure Plan, who signed off on 

that advice from Eco Logical? 

a. Did you see that advice? 

b. Did you have any discussions with anybody regarding that 

advice? 

c. Did you have any discussions with anybody regarding offset 

requirements for the Western Sydney Infrastructure Plan? 

i. If so, who were they with?  

I am unable to provide a response as I was not involved in any part of the referenced 

project. 

 

 

6. What was your involvement with development of the conservation plan 

for the Western Sydney Growth Centres?  

a. Did you have access to any documents regarding the offsets 

required at any stage? 

i. If so, what was this material? 

b. Did you identify that this would be a conflict of interest? 

i. If so, when did you do this? 

ii. What action did you take to manage this conflict of interest? 

 

I am unable to provide a response as I was not involved in any part of the referenced 

project. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
Publicly Available information  

 
The expansion and development of Western Sydney was widely known and publicly 
discussed at that time. State and Federal governments were announcing new 
airports, new roads, new rail lines, new suburbs, and new employment zones in 
Western Sydney. This significant increase in infrastructure spending was coupled 
with potentially new offsetting regulations that would see an increase in the use of 
offsetting.  
 
The Biodiversity Conservation Bill was released in 2016 foreshadowing a significant 
increase in the application and use of biodiversity offsets. Previously, offsetting had 
only applied to major projects, but the new NSW Bill proposed expanding offsetting to 
all developments above a certain minimum size threshold in the Sydney basin and 
parts of the Hunter region.  
 
Many statements and reports were publicly released regarding the increased 
infrastructure footprints in Western Sydney, many with offsetting implications 
including, for example:  

 
● The Western Sydney Airports publicly exhibited EIS, published on 19 October 

2015 and again in the final EIS released in September 2016 anticipating the 
offsetting required of over 10,000 biobanking credits from various plant 
community types across the Cumberland Plain. This was much larger than 
anything contemplated previously (see volume-4_appendix-k2_offset-
strategy.pdf (westernsydneyairport.gov.au)). 

 
● RMS were one of many Government departments developing infrastructure to 

service the urban, airport and commercial infrastructure expansion in Western 
Sydney. The NSW Treasurer publicly announced the following transport 
project spends via the media in June 2014:  

o 1.4 billion in Western Sydney roads to support Sydney’s second airport 
at Badgerys Creek  

o A new M9 motorway or an outer Sydney orbital running from the 
Central Coast to the Illawarra 

o $400 million for the Parramatta Light Rail 
o $3.8 billion for West Connex 
o $8.3 billion North West Rail Link 
o $681 million in Princes Highway funding 
o $557 million in Western Sydney Growth Roads  
o $359 million in Greater Western Highway and Bells Line of Road 

upgrades 
 

● By way of specific examples, the RMS and in its submission to this 
Inquiry notes that from 2015 information was publicly available from 
them on the future alignment of the M12 motorway and that the 
alignment could be used to infer offset requirements. There was also a 
video and aerials of the 8 route options online in February 2016 (see 
M12 Motorway - Shortlisted route options - YouTube).  

 

https://www.westernsydneyairport.gov.au/sites/default/files/volume-4_appendix-k2_offset-strategy.pdf
https://www.westernsydneyairport.gov.au/sites/default/files/volume-4_appendix-k2_offset-strategy.pdf
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/nsw/m9-outerwestern-sydney-orbital-motorway-part-of-big-ticket-55b-roads-package-unveiled-in-todays-nsw-budget/news-story/274d9ae18ca0a5ebd0604be6ae887f52
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5yWLld9-eqw


 

 

● On 7 December 2015, NSW Premier Mike Baird launched a five-year 
plan to create 200,000 new jobs in Western Sydney, build up the area’s 
health and education sectors and upgrade public transport by 2020. 
Deloitte’s Shaping Future Cities, Designing Western Sydney  outlined the 
blueprint for this economic transformation of Western Sydney.  

 

● Growth Centres Conservation Plan published in 2007 and the 
Commonwealth Strategic Assessment under EPBC Act which was 
publicly exhibited, approved, and gazetted by 2012. Further, the Growth 
Centres Biodiversity Offset Program Annual Reports prepared by the 
Office of Environment and Heritage each year provided 10 year 
forecasts for GCC spending on offsets 
(https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/biodiversity/130791grt
hcntar.pdf). 

 

● In November 2015, the scoping study into rail investment to service 
Western Sydney and the proposed Western Sydney Airport was 
released. The report dated April 2014 earmarked the corridor protected 
for the new South West Rail Link (see: 
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/media/documents/2
017/swrl-extension-discussion-paper.pdf) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www2.deloitte.com/au/en/pages/future-of-cities/articles/designing-western-sydney.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/au/en/pages/future-of-cities/articles/designing-western-sydney.html
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/biodiversity/130791grthcntar.pdf
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/biodiversity/130791grthcntar.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/media/documents/2017/swrl-extension-discussion-paper.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/media/documents/2017/swrl-extension-discussion-paper.pdf









