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Minister Ward – Budget Estimates 2021-2022 – Answers to questions on notice 

 

Communication with multicultural communities 
 
Transcript page 3 – 4  
 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Can I just ask the question: What did 
Multicultural NSW do in communicating with multicultural communities during those 
three months prior to the lockdown? There was no advertising of public health 
information for three months. So there was no communication with the multicultural 
communities from Multicultural NSW for those three months. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Mr Moselmane, there a couple of things I would like to 
clarify so I can help as far as possible. We might have to take on notice the specifics 
of what you are asking about. I had the privilege of becoming Minister for this 
portfolio on 27 May this year and shortly thereafter we had the Delta strain of COVID 
arrive. Mr La Posta and I worked very closely together since that time and one of our 
first priorities was engagement. We recognised early on the critical role of 
multicultural media; in fact, we put out very quickly support to multicultural media. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: You recognised later on the critical role of 
multicultural media— 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes, so much so that— 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: —but three months before that there was 
no recognition of the critical role of multicultural media in the middle of a pandemic. I 
mean, the pandemic did not hit yesterday. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: No, quite right. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: It is now almost two years. So you would 
have thought that Multicultural NSW would be communicating with multicultural— 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I think we are in agreement; the role of multicultural 
media is critically important and from the time that I started in this role Mr La Posta 
and I spoke, I think, almost every day. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: There was a real failure— 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Sorry, if you do not mind if I could just finish; it is an 
important point. When I did start we immediately ensured that we had a series of 
engagements with the multicultural community through community and religious 
leaders, non-government organisations and forums, but also specifically with media 
because we knew we had to get information out in language. If you are talking about 
prior to that time and the three months prior— 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Minister, I hear you and I agree with you, 
that is the point. I am asking why Multicultural NSW prior to you coming in, Minister, 
did not communicate with the multicultural community? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: As I was just saying— 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: But let me move on. Clearly I am not going 
to get an answer on that one. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: No, that is not true, and it is very important I answer 
that, if I may. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: No, I want to move on. I would like to move 
on. 
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The Hon. NATALIE WARD: It is very important that I answer that, Mr Moselmane, 
because I was not the Minister prior to that time, so it is very important that we are 
clear about my evidence to this Committee. I was not the Minister during the time so 
I am able to answer what I am responsible for. But I would say that any advertising 
during that prior time is clearly within the remit of Minister Dominello and Customer 
Service and I am happy to take that to him. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: So Multicultural NSW has nothing to do 
with it. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I am happy to take that to him in relation to what was 
done prior to my time. 
 
Answer: 

I am advised Multicultural NSW has led an intensive multicultural communications and 

community engagement schedule throughout the COVID-19 pandemic to identify the 

impacts of COVID-19 on communities and to provide community leaders with the most 

up-to-date public health advice and messages to communicate to their communities. 

This work continued through April to June 2021.  

 

During this three-month period, Multicultural NSW convened online community 

forums alongside senior NSW Health officials to empower community leaders with the 

latest public health information. Topics covered at these forums included the COVID 19 

vaccination roll-out, public health restrictions on places of worship, updates on the 

Public Health Orders, and the impact of COVID on NSW communities with relatives 

overseas. Over 400 community and religious leaders participated in these forums during 

this period.  

 

In this same period, I am advised the Department of Customer Service continued to 

invest in advertising COVID safe measures through the multicultural media, with 

$180,000 spent on multicultural advertising on COVID safety over this time. 

 

In this three-month period, Multicultural NSW continued to promote public health 

measures across its digital and social media channels, including through the 

Multicultural NSW EmailLink service. 
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Communication with multicultural communities 
 
Transcript page 5 – 6  
 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: I am interested in those three months. 
There was a three-month gap of no communication whatsoever with multicultural 
communities. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: That is not correct. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: It is correct. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: It is not correct, Mr Moselmane, with respect. 
The Hon. TREVOR KHAN: Point of order: The member is arguing with the Minister 
as opposed to allowing her to answer. I ask that the member show at least a 
modicum of courtesy and allow the Minister to complete her answer before asking 
the next question. 
The CHAIR: I uphold the point of order. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Mr Moselmane, I might hand to Mr La Posta to give 
some specifics on the engagement and the advertising because it is important that 
we should provide that clarity to the Committee. 
Mr LA POSTA: Mr Moselmane, I think the first point is our multicultural communities 
have been extraordinary in terms of how they have tackled COVID since January 
and February. We had this conversation last year as we watched it spread across 
through Iran and Italy and then ultimately to Australia in March. We had interpreters 
at the airport. You know how strong our multicultural communities have been and 
you know how effective they were, particularly community and religious leaders. In 
March of this year there was still advertising, and I can give you the specifics on that 
and take it on notice, but to say that this agency did not engage with multicultural 
communities between March and June is factually incorrect and I am happy to give 
you the specifics in terms of any forums that we had because I know personally how 
invested I was in supporting our sub-continent and South Asian communities as the 
Delta wave ripped through India. So, to be honest, I do not think it is fair to say that 
this agency and this Government did not communicate with multicultural 
communities between March and June. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Thank you. 
Mr LA POSTA: And I am happy to give you the specifics of that on notice. 
 
Answer: 

Please refer to my answer for transcript pages 3 – 4 above.  
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Active Kids 
 
Transcript Page 11 
 
Ms ABIGAIL BOYD: Thank you. Are you able to tell me whether the data relating to 
children who are the subject of these Active Kids vouchers is available within Service 
NSW for any Service NSW employee to access or are there privacy restrictions in 
place?  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Ms Jones might like to speak to that.  
Ms JONES: Thank you, Minister. Yes, absolutely there are strict privacy rules 
around the data that is retained for Active Kids. If you want specifics on that I am 
happy to take that on notice around what the rules are around access to the data 
from a privacy perspective.  
Ms ABIGAIL BOYD: That would be very useful. If you could let me know 
approximately how many employees or what class of employees would have access 
to that data.  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Can I just add to that, sorry, Ms Boyd, these questions 
are properly directed to Minister Dominello and Service NSW. We are very happy to 
facilitate getting the questions to him, but I just point out that he runs Service NSW 
and his agency is responsible for the conduct of the Service NSW app and the 
information contained on it. But we would be happy to take those questions to him.  
Ms ABIGAIL BOYD: Thank you, that would be very useful—in addition to how many 
employees and what their position description is, or whatever, that gives them 
access to that data.  
Ms JONES: Sure.  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Sure.  
Ms ABIGAIL BOYD: Also whether they have had Working With Children checks, 
that would be very useful.  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Sure.  
 

 

Answer: 

This is a matter for the portfolio of the Minister for Customer Service. 
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National Accreditation Scheme  
 
Transcript Page 12 
 
The CHAIR: Mr D'Adam: Minister, I want to ask you about the status of the national 
accreditation scheme for sport scientists and strength and conditioning coaches. 
What is the status of the implementation of that scheme in New South Wales?  
 
Answer: 

I am advised the NSW Institute of Sport (NSWIS) is not responsible for the 

implementation of the national accreditation scheme for sport scientists and strength 

conditioning coached in New South Wales.  

Exercise and Sport Science Australia (ESSA) is a peak professional organisation that 

establishes accreditation for exercise and sports science practitioners.  

The Australian Strength and Conditioning Associations (ASCA) provides strength and 

conditioning (S&C) coach accreditation programs for all levels. These programs are 

registered with the National Coaching Accreditation Scheme, administered by Sport 

Australia.  

It is important to note that strength and conditioning coaches are not sports scientists 

and best practice accreditation requirements differ. 

 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Thank you. That is something I may have to take on 
notice. I am a big fan of strength and conditioning and do not do enough of it, but I 
must say that I do not know the current status of that, so I will take that on notice.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Ms Jones, are you able to throw some light on that?  
Ms JONES: Yes. I support the Minister's stance in that we would take that on notice. 
That question, I am more than happy to coordinate a response from our NSW 
Institute of Sport for you.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Are you able to tell me whether the accreditation 
scheme applies to the NSW Institute of Sport?  
 
Answer: 

I am advised NSW Institute of Sport (NSWIS) strength & conditioning essential 

accreditation requirements are aligned with the Australian Institute of Sport minimum 

standards as far as degree and Australian Strength and Conditioning Association 

(ASCA) Professional Coach Accreditation Scheme Pro requirements. NSWIS further 

require ASCA Level 2 Accreditation or international equivalent. 

NSWIS sport science essential requirements are aligned with AIS minimum standards 

as far as relevant degree and ESSA level 1. NSWIS further require a degree with honors. 
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It is important to note that strength and conditioning coaches are not sports scientists 

and best practice accreditation requirements differ. 

 
Ms JONES: That is something I will also take on notice and get an answer to you.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM:  Are you able to tell me then on notice how many of 
the sport scientists employed at the NSW Institute of Sport meet the accreditation 
requirements of the Exercise & Sports Science Australia [ESSA] accreditation 
scheme?  
 
Answer: 

I am advised 100% of NSWIS sport scientist staff meet the accreditation requirements of 

the ESSA Level 1 scheme. 

 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM:  Are you also able to take on notice what the 
compliance arrangements are that apply at the NSW Institute of Sport in ensuring 
that sports scientists employed there are accredited under the ESSA scheme?  
 
Answer: 

I am advised upon offering a position within the NSWIS sport science team (which 

includes both sports scientists and strength and conditioning coaches), the NSWIS 

People & Culture team request evidence of all relevant qualifications and 

accreditations. These requirements are then also followed up annually to ensure they 

are not expired. 

Employees are contacted prior to accreditation expiration dates and are led through the 

renewal process by a member of the People and Culture department. 

 
Ms JONES: Absolutely.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Thank you.  
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Grassroots Sport Fund 
 
Transcript Page 13 
 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Thanks. I might move to the Grassroots Sport Fund. 
How many organisations out of, I think, an estimated 12,500 eligible clubs and 
associations accessed the 2020 round? Do you have that information at hand?  
 The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I very much hope all of them, and I hope it has been a 
quick and easy process for them to access it. But we might have to take the specifics 
of 2020 on notice, given that was before my time. I would be very interested in that 
as well.  
 The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: If you are going to take that on notice, can you take 
on notice how many applications were made and how many were approved for the 
2020?  
 The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes.  
 The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Are you able to provide details of the successful 
applicants regarding sport and location?  
 The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Sorry, sport and location?  
 The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Location.  
 The Hon. NATALIE WARD: It was before my time, but absolutely. I will have to take 
that on notice and get that data.  
 Ms JONES: We can provide that.  
 
 
 
Answer: 

I am advised the Grassroots Sport Fund, within the 2020 Community Sport Recovery 

Package, was administered by State Sporting Organisations and State Sporting 

Organisations for People with Disability to their affiliated clubs and organisations. 

Details relating to the Fund are available in the Office of Sport’s 2019/20 Annual Report. 

Information relating to all the clubs’ locations is not held in the Office of Sport. 
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Business grants  
 
Transcript Page 14 
 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Thank you. Can I draw you back to the specific 
question which is about the business grants. Is it correct to say that that was the 
mechanism that you were using to provide financial support to local clubs, not the 
State—  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: The primary mechanism for financial support? There 
is no other package that provided that kind of financial support to local clubs, is 
there?  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I will take that on notice, but I would say that there are a 
range. I am not sure I do agree with it being the only mechanism. I do not think it is 
fair to—  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: I did not say "only", I said "primary".  
 
 
 

Answer: 

I am advised during the period between 26 June and 11 October 2021, the NSW 

Government’s COVID-19 Support Package was the primary mechanism of providing 

financial support to eligible organisations such as sport clubs. This package included a 

number of financial assistance programs administered by Service NSW, including the 

COVID-19 Business Grants program. 

 

  



10 
Minister Ward – Budget Estimates 2021-2022 – Answers to questions on notice 

 

Active Kids 

 
Transcript Page 15 
 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Can you provide on notice the quantum of Active 
Kids support that was provided on the basis of that arrangement that you just 
specified in not requiring them to be returned?  
Ms JONES: Absolutely.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: And can you also provide on notice how many 
sporting clubs were able to apply for the COVID-19 business grant—how many 
applied and were successful in relation to—  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: In 2020?  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: In 2020, yes, that is right—no, this is for the 2021 
period prior to the announcement of the latest support package.  
 Ms JONES: Yes, sure.  
 
 

 

Answer: 

I am advised the Office of Sport does not hold information relating to the quantum of 

assistance provided to Active Kids providers as a result of this arrangement. Providers 

were not required to return Active Kids vouchers that had been redeemed with them for 

programs that did not go ahead due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Service NSW administered the COVID-19 Business Grants on behalf of NSW 

Government. The Office of Sport does not hold any data relating to the number of 

community sporting clubs that applied for the COVID-19 Business Grant. 
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COVID-19 check-ins for seniors 

 

Transcript pages 17-18 

The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Questions within the Seniors portfolio. Are 
you aware that many older people have reported that during COVID-19 they were 
unable to do their grocery shopping because the critical retail outlets they shop at do 
not have working scanners to read the QR code issued by Service NSW? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Thank you. I think we may have— 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Maybe Ms Smyth might answer it? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes, Ms Smyth is here to assist. I know that with the 
Senior's Card we have an enormous database which we were able to utilise during 
that time that you importantly refer to and identify our seniors can get that 
information out to them. It is part of our engagement and communication with them. I 
think it was important that we did so. Before I hand over to Ms Smyth I will just say 
that the Service NSW app and QR codes again falls within Minister Dominello's 
portfolio. While we do advocate through our Senior's Card and our database, the 
rollout of those mechanisms at supermarkets does fall within the remit of Service 
NSW. I would be happy to take the question to Minister Dominello, if that assists. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Does Ms Smyth have anything to add? 
Ms SMYTH: We are aware of the issue and we raised it with Service NSW. There 
has been a lot of promotion about the card to businesses but there is also the option 
for businesses to use annual reporting when the card has not scanned correctly or 
they were not able to scan it. They can just do that manually on an iPad that the 
business owner holds. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Elderly people had issues not only with the 
QR code but, anecdotally, some were taking photos of the QR code as opposed to 
scanning. Is that right? 
The Hon. TREVOR KHAN: Not just old people. 
Ms SMYTH: Yes, that is right, lots of people at the commencement thought that you 
took a photo of the QR code rather than understanding that the camera scanned it. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Has the code card issue been fixed now by 
Service NSW? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: We will take that to Minister Dominello, if I may, 
because the rollout of that certainly would be something with which we would be 
pleased to assist. But all of this, I would say, is within Mr Dominello's portfolio. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Just on that one, do we know the average 
waiting time for people to receive the card after they have requested it? Do you know 
how long it took for the elderly to receive the card when it was requested? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Do you mean from the time they applied for the card? 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: They applied for it, yes. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I will hand that to Ms Smyth who might be able to 
assist. 
Ms SMYTH: I know that they could be downloaded instantly. Lots of people had 
family and friends print those out for them, and give those to them, I believe. I will 
have to take on notice if they were mailed out and how long that took. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Yes, thank you so much. 
 
 
Answer: 



12 
Minister Ward – Budget Estimates 2021-2022 – Answers to questions on notice 

 

I am advised physical Seniors Cards are delivered via Australia Post and delivery times 

are dependent upon a range of factors. 
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Seniors appropriate housing - National Construction Code 

 

Transcript page 19 

The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: I ask the question because National 
Seniors Australia put out a press release describing a big win after a national 
meeting of the Commonwealth, State and Territory building Ministers agreed to 
mandatory accessible standards. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes, which is fantastic. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: But not New South Wales. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: We will take that on notice. What is the question? 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Why not? If you were involved in 
discussions I need to understand why New South Wales was not part of the national 
construction code? 
 

Answer: 

This question is best directed to the Minister for Better Regulation and Innovation. 
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Ageing and Disability Abuse Helpline 

 

Transcript pages 19 - 20 

The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: I move to elder abuse issues. How many 
calls have been taken by Ageing and Disability in New South Wales? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: He is independent. I am happy to take that on notice 
and get that information. He does have an annual report. I thank him for his work. My 
understanding, Mr Moselmane, is that— 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: When you say "he" to whom are you 
referring? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: The commissioner. I am sorry, I thought you were 
referring to the commission? 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: I am referring to the Ageing and Disability 
Abuse Helpline. Is it operated by the commissioner? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: How many calls were made to the 
commissioner with regard to disability abuse? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I can find that number for you. Will you clarify in what 
period? 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Sure, it is just a general question. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: If you need the number of calls I would need a period in 
which to provide them to you. I can give them year on year if that assists. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Within this budget year? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I might take that on notice to get the accurate number 
for you. 
 
 
Answer: 

I am advised that as the Ageing and Disability Commissioner is an independent entity, 

it will respond directly to the Committee. 
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UCI Road World Championships Legacy Fund  
 
Transcript Page 21 
 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: I have the details of the grants. I want to understand 
your role. I assume that the rounds were completed before your appointment as 
Minister?  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Correct.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Perhaps Ms Jones could explain to me what role the 
Minister's office played in the approval of the grants?  
Ms JONES: I am happy to take that on notice but typically with legacy programs they 
are application based. Obviously for legacy programs for a cycling event we are 
targeting cycling organisations or cycling facilities—  
The Hon. TREVOR KHAN: You would hope so—  
Ms JONES: You would hope so, particularly since it is cycling legacy that we want to 
achieve. They are application based. We receive those and they are assessed by a 
panel which has a variety of experts on them, as well as representatives from the 
Office of Sport, and also independent from that assessment process 
recommendations are made.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: To the Minister?  
Ms JONES: Those recommendations are then forwarded to the Minister for 
consideration.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: In round one, of the six grants, three were conferred 
on organisations in the Kiama electorate, two to other areas in the Illawarra and one 
to the Wollongong electorate. Was there any ministerial involvement in—  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: This is not part of my portfolio at this time. I am very 
happy to take it on notice. It is prior to my time.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: It is not part of your portfolio?  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: It is still a matter for the office which you oversee, 
surely, Minister.  
Ms JONES: I will take that on notice as well. I do not have all the briefing notes in 
front of me in relation to that grant program.  
 

Answer: 

I am advised: 

The Office of Sport assisted with the administration of this program, including 

applications being lodged, assessed and stored using the Office of Sport’s grant 

administration systems. Approval of projects was made by the Wollongong 2022 Local 

Organising Committee Board. The former Acting Minister noted the recommended 

projects and approved the announcement of successful grants, approved the letter to 

successful applicants and notification to unsuccessful applicants and delegated 

authority to the Executive Director, Policy and Planning to execute and administer 

funding agreements. 



16 
Minister Ward – Budget Estimates 2021-2022 – Answers to questions on notice 

 

Cost Benefit Ratio  

 
Transcript Page 22 
 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Have you approved any projects through the Office 
of Sport with a cost benefit ratio of less than one?  
Ms JONES: I will take that on notice. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: It might assist if we had a time period just for 
reasonableness.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Sure. Let us go back to, say, 2019.  
 
 

Answer: 

I am advised the Office of Sport has received numerous applications under various 

infrastructure programs between 2014 and 2021. Details of funding from the Office of 

Sport towards sport infrastructure projects are available in the respective annual 

reports.   
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Elder abuse 

 

Transcript page 23 

The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Minister, I will continue with three questions 
relating to elder abuse. Since 1 July 2019—I know you were not the Minister—how 
many allegations of elder abuse have been reported each year to the Ageing and 
Disability Commission? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Thank you, Mr Moselmane. This is an important issue. 
Given we have an Ageing and Disability Commissioner in place, I think your question 
is properly directed to him. I will take that on notice and direct it to him. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Thank you. I have a follow-up question. 
How many successful prosecutions have been undertaken in New South Wales for 
elder abuse related crimes? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Again, I will take that to him. I ask for a time period 
again for reasonableness? 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: This is from 1 July 2019. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Well before my time but, yes, I will take that to the 
commissioner. 
 
 
Answer: 

I am advised that as the Ageing and Disability Commissioner is an independent entity, 

it will respond directly to the Committee. 
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Multicultural media support  
 
Transcript page 24 
 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Mr La Posta, can you take it on notice and 
provide a breakdown of how much was given to those 74 media outlets and the other 
organisations that you are referring to? 
Mr LA POSTA: Yes, certainly. I will be here a while. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Not now, of course. 
Mr LA POSTA: The essence is there are 636 community non-government 
organisations, not-for-profit organisations that have received funding since 16 June, I 
believe, up until this point across eight different grant programs. I am happy to give 
you all of that on notice. 
 
 
 
Answer: 

I am advised Organisations that have received funding at the time of responding are 

attached. 

Appendix A - Local Council Partnership Grants 

Appendix B - Empowering Local Communities 

Appendix C - NGO Partnerships Grants 

Appendix D - COVID-19 Community Support Grants 

Appendix E - Emergency Relief/Crisis and Essentials for Vulnerable Temporary Visa 

Holders 

Appendix F - Multicultural Media COVID-19 Response Grants 

Appendix G - Innovation Grants 
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Grant program funding   
 
Transcript page 24-25 
 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Will you provide us with a list of 
organisations and how much money they received? What criteria did you use to 
allocate those funds? 
Mr LA POSTA: Through you, Minister: All of the grant criteria is on our website. We 
are talking about significantly different grants. In terms of what we are allowed to 
provide you, I am happy to take that on notice and give you whatever that 
information is. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: I would appreciate that. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Just to be clear on the criteria, Mr Moselmane, they are 
advertised on the Multicultural NSW website. They are very clear. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Just to be sure, was it $50.7 million? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: It is $54.7 million. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: How much of that has been spent? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I will have to take that on notice, but I hope all of it. 
Mr LA POSTA: Yes, it is an excellent question, Mr Moselmane. I am happy to take 
the specifics on notice. 
 
 

Answer: 

Refer to previous answer for organisations that have received funding. 

At the time of responding, over 75% of the COVID-19 support funding has been 

committed.  

  



20 
Minister Ward – Budget Estimates 2021-2022 – Answers to questions on notice 

 

 

Grant program funding in LGAs of concern  
 
Transcript page 25 
 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Of the 75 per cent to 80 per cent that has 
been spent, will you take on notice how much of it was spent in the 12 local 
government areas of concern?  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: We will do what we can to get that response to you.  
 
 

Answer: 

I am advised over 50% of the $38m provided in grants support areas with high 

transmission rates, with a focus on the 12 LGAs of concern. 
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Future funding through Multicultural NSW 
 
Transcript page 25 
 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Can you guarantee that the COVID-19 
support funds will not impact future funding that would ordinarily be available through 
Multicultural NSW? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Sorry, could you repeat the first part of your question? 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: The money that has already been spent will 
not be taken out of the general funding that would usually go to Multicultural NSW. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I will have to take that on notice. I am not sure I can 
comment on future expenditure. It is not the intent, but I would have to take that on 
notice, given that it is all new funding. 
 
 
Answer: 

I am advised COVID support funds are additional to, not part of, Multicultural NSW 

core funding. 
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Funding for multicultural communities in regional areas 
 
Transcript page 27 
 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: How much of the $106 million that 
Multicultural NSW has will be spent on multicultural communities in regional areas? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: In what context? Over what time? 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: How much will be spent? Has anything 
been spent? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: That is the annual budget for the agency. 
The Hon. SHAOQUETT MOSELMANE: Yes, has anything been spent in the past 
six months in regional New South Wales? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Yes. We will take that on notice and get the specifics to 
you. In relation to those specific concerns, I will loop back on that. None of them 
have been raised with me but I am very happy to deal with those specifically and to 
give you that assurance. 
 

Answer: 

I am advised at the time of responding, over $7m has been committed to regional NSW 

and a further $3.5m has been committed for support initiatives across both regional 

NSW and Greater Sydney, totalling 28% of the grants administered by Multicultural 

NSW to support the COVID-19 response. 
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Terms of reference for Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide 
 
Transcript page 28 
 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: New South Wales made a submission in relation to 
the terms of reference. A written proposition was put to the Commonwealth about the 
terms of reference. 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: That would have been prior to my time but I am happy 
to take that on notice or Ms Mackaness may be able to answer that for you now. 
 
 
Answer: 

Ms Mackaness addressed this question during the hearing. 
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NSW submission to the Royal Commission 
 
Transcript page 29 
 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: What is the status of preparation of New South 
Wales' submission to the royal commission? 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: I may have to take that on notice. It is in process; it is 
not finalised, to the best of my knowledge. I will take that on notice. My 
understanding is that as at now it is in process. 
 
 
Answer: 
I am advised the timetable for submissions is yet to be finalised by the Royal 
Commission.   
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NSWIS  
 
Transcript Page 32 
 
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Sorry, may I just, through you, Mr Chair, provide some 
answers to some earlier questions to assist the Committee? Sorry, Mr Khan, I 
apologise, but we do have some answers for the Committee. In relation to the NSW 
Institute of Sport [NSWIS], you asked about the strength and conditioning program. I 
might get Ms Jones to provide that update, if you do not mind.  
Ms JONES: I will go to that one first. Thank you, Minister. I have actually received 
this advice from the NSW Institute of Sport. It is a requirement for all NSW Institute 
of Sport strength and conditioning staff to be accredited by the Australian Strength 
and Conditioning Association. A number of staff do have Exercise & Sports Science 
Australia accreditation, however, it is not compulsory. This aligns with the 
requirements of the Australian Institute of Sport.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Can you just clarify, the requirement is only for the 
strength and conditioning accreditation?  
 
Answer: 
 
I am advised it is important to note that strength and conditioning coaches are not sport 
scientists and the requirements differ. 
All strength and conditioning coaches must have an Australian Strength and 
Conditioning Associations accreditation. Some also have an Exercise and Sport Science 
Australia (ESSA) accreditation but this is not essential for strength and conditioning 
coaches.  
An ESSA accreditation is essential for sport scientists.  

 
Ms JONES: Correct.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Why is that?  
Ms JONES: If that is a question I will have to take it on notice.  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD:  I think those staff also have Exercise & Sports Science 
Australia accreditation, which should cover-off more broadly than just the strength 
and conditioning. Those guys will make you work hard no matter what you do. Can I 
just give an answer to—  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Before you proceed on to that I just want to clarify 
again, the sports scientists are not required to have accreditation?  
 
Answer: 
 
I am advised Sport scientists are not required to have an Australian Strength and 
Conditioning Associations accreditation. They are required to have an Exercise and 
Sport Science Australia (ESSA) accreditation.  
These are different accreditations.  

 
Ms JONES: The only answer I have so far is in relation to the strength and 
conditioning staff.  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: Which was in response to your question, which we took 
on notice.  
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The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: I will ask again: Why are sports scientists not 
covered, given that the Australian Sports Commission commitment is for a national 
accreditation scheme to apply to both sports scientists and strength and 
conditioning?  
 
Answer: 
I am advised all NSWIS strength and conditioning coaches and sport scientists have 
accreditations aligned with the Australian Sports Commission national accreditation 
scheme.  
NSWIS sport science essential requirements are aligned with AIS minimum standards as 
far as relevant degree and ESSA level 1. NSWIS further requires a degree with honours. 
NSWIS strength & conditioning essential requirements are aligned with AIS minimum 
standards as far as degree and ASCA PCAS Pro requirements. NSWIS further requires 
ASCA Level 2 Accreditation or international equivalent. 

 
Ms JONES: We will follow up on that second part of that question for you.  
The Hon. NATALIE WARD: But I am advised that this does align with the 
requirements of the Australian Institute of Sport. But we are happy to provide that 
further information, if you like.  
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Yes, please. Thank you.  
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