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Questions on Notice

—

j8]

NSW Folice established "Sirike Force Wyndarra" in February 2020 after a woman
came forward 1o allege that she had been raped by the Commonwealih Attorney-
General in 1988. Is thataccurate?

Strike Force Wyndarra was formally established on the 4% March 2020

Or whal date in February 2020 did the complainant speak to NSW Police?
Phione call on the 26% Feb 2020
Met on the 27 February 2020 at Kings Cross PS

On what date in March were detectives due o travel to Adelaide”
16™ March to meet with Victim

TRAVEL DATES Sunday 15% — 18" March

Cn what date exactly did the compizinant coniact NSW Palice to say that she no
longer wished to proceed with the investigation?

23 June 2020

Did the complainant ever ask if - or suggesi thal - she could provide s formal
stztement over the telephone or via video?

It was discussed but due to the complexities of the statement that was
reguired and in the interests of the mental health and wellbeing of the
victim it was deemead not to be an gppropriate manner in which the
statement should be obiained

Between the day on which the complainant first spoke 1o NSW Police in February
2020 and the day she took her own life, what communication was there betwsen the
complainani and NSW Folice? Pleaze provide details (how many ielephone calls, how
many emails and when did the communications occur)

Between 26 February 2020 - 239 June 2020
SMS contact -~ 5 oeeasgions
Email contact - & occasions

Phone call/attempisd calls — 11 occasions
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More recently, the Prime Minister reportedly referred a letter from the complainant's
friends and & detailed statement writien by the complainant to the Australian Federal
Paolice, which the AFP reporiedly passed on to NSW Police . Isthat correct?

A summary email was provided by AFP on the 25/2/2021 however no
attachments were provided to the CA&SCS.

To the best of your knowledge, on what date did ihe Prime Minister's office
provide that material to the Australian Federal Police?

The NSW Police Force is not privy to this information

On what date did the Ausiralian Federal Police provide that material to NSW Police?

As above, the CA&SCS has not received the described documentation.

What material did the AFF provide to NSW Folice? Flease be detailed.

A summary email was provided by AFP on the 25/2/2021 however no
attachments were provided to the CA&SCS.

2. Specifically, did the AFP provide NSW Police with a copy of the lelter to
the Frime Minister by the complainant's friends?
No

b. Did the AFF provide NSW Folice with any material frorm the Prime Minister or
his office or the Atlarney-General or his office (such as, for example, a denial
of the allegation by the Alferney-Generalj?
Mo

Did the referral from the AFF to NSW Police included 2 cover letter or as
covering email? What did it say? Could you provide the Commities with acopy?

No cover letter
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It has been reported that the stalement written by the complainant, which was
reportedly eénclosed with ihe letier to the Prime Minister fiom the complainant's
friends, was & wilness siatement the woman had prepared for NSW Police in
February 2020. Is thal reporting correct?

NSW Police Investigators were aware that the victim was preparing a document
however the victim declined to provide it to Police until it was legally reviewed
and finalised.

On the 6™ March 2020 a two page document was provided to Investigators.

On the 2" July, 2020 investigators received the 88 page dossier from a
[redacted], a friend of the victim. We had not received the document prior to that
date.

Did the AFP provide NSW Police with any material that NSW Police had not
seen before? If so, what material?

The email on the 25/2/2021

Following the initial referral of the matier to NSW Police by the AFP, did the AFF
provide NSW Police with any further material in relation to the allegation against
the Attorney-General? If so, what material, when was it provided and who provided
it?

Mo

Did the Prime Minister or his off ice. or any other Commonwealth Minister or their
offices, provide NSW Police with any material in relation to the allegation against
the Attorney-General? If so, whal material, when was it provided and who provided
it?

Mo

Has anyone al NSW Police had any conversations or communications, whalsosver
with any Commonwealth Minister - including the Atlorney-Genersal - or the office of
any Cormmonwealth Minister about the allegation against the Attorney-General? If
yas, provide details (who made contact, why was contact made, when was contact

made, whal was discussed)

Holdings checked. Letter received via email through Police Secretariat on 28
Feb 2021 from [redacted]. Acknowledgement email sent in reply.

The Commissianer has not seen the latier and has not been in communication
with [redacted].
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Has anvone ai NSW Police had any conversaiions or communications, whalsoever
with any NSW Minister about the allegation against the Commonwealth Attorney-
Genergl? If yes, pravide details (who made contact, why was contaci made, when
was contacl made, whal was discussed)

Mo

Who made the decision not to interview, or even cormact, Mr Porler? Was
that decision discussed with you, Commissioner Fuller, or other senior
officers?

The decision not {0 interview or contact Mr Porter was made by the
OIC due to the fact there was no formal complaint or admissible
evidence that could be put to the accused and the victim declined {o
take the matter any further on 23" June.

It was reported on Tuesday 2 March 202 1that NSW Police sought "legal advice”
afler receiving @ document "purportedly made by the woman” before she died.
Could you please clarify a few matiers:

a, First, why exacitly did NSW Falice seek legal advice? What question did vou
ask the lawyers and what did the advice say?

Sufficiency of evidence to commence proceedings,

b, Second, who did you seek the advice from? Anexlernal firm? Internal
NSW Police lawyers?

Operational Legal Services Command,

€ Third, on what date did vou request thal advice and on what date was
that advice provided?

Requested on 1 March 2021, Advice was provided on 1 March 2021.

Retween the date on which the AFF contacted NSW Police gbout this maiier
(reporiedly un or around 27 February 2021) and the date on which NSW Police
announced on Z March 2021ihai the irwestigatién wag closed, what did NSW
Police do? Could vou outline sach of the steps you took?

It was not the AFF wheo referred the matier, it was SAPOL.

There is an investigation chronolegy commeneing from Movember 29th 2619 until the
28™ August 2020.

The victin in this matier provided an email to the NSWP on the 23 June 2020
autlining that she did not wanti o proceesd. A follow up emait was sent by [redacied]
an the 24" June. These were recordad on the Eaglei system.
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Infermation was received from SAPCL on 25" June 2020 advising thet on the 24" June
the victim was located deceased with limited information.

Investigators created a Post Operational assessment for $F Wyndarra which was
signed off by the Director State Crime Command 28% August 2020,

NSW Folice however continuad to collect and record relevant information associated
with this matter on a corporate system [redacted] given the high level of media
inferest,

21.  Specifically, did NSW Police contact any of the complainant's friends or
the comiplainant's partner?

2. If not, why not?
b, If yes, who did vou contact, when did you contact them, what did the
NSW Police learn from the complainant's friends?

NSW Police had contact with the victim’s sister on the 24" September 2020 upen
request by SAFPOL. The request related to conversations about the sexual assault
repart made by the victim. It should ke noted that the victim expliciily stated to
Investigaters that she did not wish for Police to make contact with her family as her
Father has medical conditions that would exacerbate his condition.

[redacted], the victim'’s friend contacted Police 301" June 2020

2vd July 2020 ~ provides a copy via email of an 88 pags document
authored by the victim

6t July 2020 — Phone call with fredacfed]

Victim’s involved in zll phone contact with Police during investigation.

22, Did NSW Police contact the Attorney-General or his office?
No
a. If not, why not?
As stated above in guestion 18

o] If yes, when, what did NSW Police ask and whal did the Atiorney-General or
hig office say?

23 Did NSW Police contact tha compiainant's family”
Yes on the 240 September, victim’s Bister as stated above,
a. If not. why not?

b, i yes, what was the nature of that contact?
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24, Did NSW Police collect other evidence, such as contemporanecus diary
notes” If not, why not?

IT yes, what was the naiure oft hat other evidence?

The only evidence provided was the 88 page dossier which was provided by
[redacted] and a two page “account” that was sent to Police by the victim on the
6" March 2020

28, How many stafl were there in Strike Force Wyndarra?

4 Investigators and a Senior Supervisor

26. Who was the senior officer in sirike force Wyndarra?

fredacied] was the OIC with [fredacted] oversighting

27, How much contact and when did the strike force have with SA Police?

A number of times between the 215 & 287 November 2019 where the investigation
was inifially transferred.

24% June death notice
Continued angoing contact from Movember 2019 to September 2020
Statement [redacted]pravided to SAPOL on 238° June 2020

Contacted SAPOL on 3" March re: offer of NSW Police providing information to
assist with Coronial matier.

Email sent on the 47 March outlining formal offer

Fhens contact on 109 March to speak with Corenial OIC

]

28, Were applications madse by NSW Police to travel o SA in March June 20207

a. How many and when?

One application for request to travel on the 16" March, declined on the 13" March
2020

When were you contacted bythe AFP shouithig case?

281212021 as stated above
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29, How were you athised that the woman wished {o withdraw the case?

Ag stated above an email was sent on the 239 June

30. How was ihis responded to by the NSW Police? Was it an email or a phone call?

Response provided by email with request to make further by phone

31, Did you request any prior written statements or accounts from the wornan?

Police did ask for the main 88 page document to be provided however she
declined at the time to provide it.

32. Wouldntit be standard practice for historical sexual assaulis to ask for prior
statements from a person?

In this case as with others during the formal statement process evidence would
e drawn out including any material which would corroborate allegations.

33.  Were there any =fforis made fo speak to any independent witnesses who wers
at the same event as the woman and Christian Porier?

Mo

4.  Was consideration to South Australian police underizking the role of taking a
staterrient from the woman? Was a request made?

On the 2™ April, 2020 investigator's had a conversation with the victim around the
possibility of having the statement taken by a South Australian Detective. The alleged
victim expressed concerns over this course of action and it was not pursued. On the
26% April, 2020 a South Australian Police Detective spoke to victim and she no longer
wariied (o supply statement to them, preferring contfact with NSWPF investigators,



