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impact statement for the proposal, contained in a leaked federal environment
department document.

The department found the New South Wales government had failed to properly
assess how its proposal to raise the wall of the dam by 17 metres to mitigate flood
risk in western Sydney would affect endangered wildlife.

The document obtained by Guardian Australia is the federal environment
department’s assessment of the analysis carried out for the developer, the state
government-owned WaterNSW, of the project’s likely effects on flora and fauna
listed as nationally significant under federal environmental law.

WaterNSW is required to produce such an analysis as part of its environmental
impact statement, which the federal government will use to determine if it should
approve the raising of the dam wall.

The federal department found:

WaterNSW made only a “low” effort to survey the area for koalas before
concluding they would not be significantly affected by the project.

It conducted no targeted surveys for the swift parrot before concluding they
would not be significantly affected, a view the federal department rejected.

WaterNSW’s EIS concluded the project would mean the minimum loss of 5%-7%
of the total remaining regent honeyeater population, which numbers only a few
hundred.

The EIS found several threatened ecological communities would be put at risk of
extinction, and it was unclear whether WaterNSW could mitigate that risk.

‘Significant negative impact’
The environment department found several flaws in the water agency’s wildlife
analysis.
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WaterNSW told a state parliamentary hearing at the end of June it was not planning
any further field work.

In the case of the critically endangered swift parrot, the department said WaterNSW
had conducted no targeted surveys, yet had concluded raising the dam wall would
not significantly affect the species.

“The EIS states no significant impact to swift parrot, however the department
considers the project could have a significant impact on this species,” officials
wrote.

In the upstream area where flood waters would be held, the department noted the
project would likely “modify, destroy, remove or decrease” foraging habitat used by
swift partots by up to 3,035 hectares - a reduction of 49% - and downstream there
could be a loss of 962 hectares.

“Loss of foraging habitat on the mainland is threatening the breeding cycle of the
species due to loss of foraging resources necessary to result in a successful
migration to Tasmania,” the department wrote.

“The project could have a significant negative impact on the recovery of this
critically endangered species.”

The department also said WaterNSW’s EIS concluded the project would have serious
ramifications for the critically endangered regent honeyeater in the upstream area
of the Burragorang Valley.

It said this included the loss of a minimum 21 to 25 birds (an estimated 5%-7% of the
total remaining population, according to the document) but up to 200 birds could be
affected (an estimated 50%).

The department said WaterNSW had failed to conduct any surveys for the bird
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But Harry Burkitt, a campaign manager at the Colong Foundation for Wilderness,
said the federal government should be doing more.

“It’s now clear the WaterNSW environmental assessment is critically flawed,” he
said.

“The federal government must ensure the environmental assessment complies with
Australian law and our Unesco obligations before it goes anywhere near public
exhibition.”

WaterNSW did not provide responses to specific questions about the problems
identified in the leaked document.

A NSW government spokeswoman said the draft EIS was being prepared for public
consultation.

“Feedback from the state and commonwealth departments on the draft EIS is an
important component in developing the final document for public exhibition,” she
said.

“The NSW government looks forward to public exhibition of the EIS, which will
allow for the proposal to be assessed on its merits and for all interested stakeholders
to provide comment.”

As 2021 unfolds...

... we have a small favour to ask. Through these turbulent and challenging times,
millions rely on the Guardian for independent journalism that stands for truth and
integrity. Readers chose to support us financially more than 1.5 million times in
2020, joining existing supporters in 180 countries.

For 2021, we commit to another year of high-impact reporting that can counter
misinformation and offer an authoritative, trustworthy source of news for
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presidential election, Brexit, and the ongoing pandemic. We enhanced our
reputation for urgent, powerful reporting on the climate emergency, and made the
decision to reject advertising from fossil fuel companies, divest from the oil and
gas industries, and set a course to achieve net zero emissions by 2030.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. You can power Guardian journalism
and help sustain our future. Support the Guardian from as little as $1 - it only
takes a minute. If you can, please consider supporting us with a regular amount
each month. Thank you.
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MNES Review by The Guardian on Scribd
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Samantha Vine, the head of conservation at Birdlife Australia, said the organisation
estimated just 250-300 regent honeyeaters remained in the wild and the
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