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Re: Supplementary questions on notice

Dear the Honourable Adam Searle MLC
Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS) would like to thank the
Select Committee for the opportunity to respond to these supplementary questions on notice from the
Thursday 3 December 2020 hearing of the Inquiry into the High Level of First Nations People in
Custody and Oversight and Review of Deaths in Custody.
The answers below apply relevant ANROWS research evidence to the supplementary questions on
notice as set out by the Select Committee. We would be very pleased to assist the Select Committee
further, as required.
Yours sincerely

Dr Heather Nancarrow
Chief Executive Officer
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be weaponised as a form of systems abuse. As Women’s Legal Service Victoria (WLS Vic; 2018) points
out, women subject to cross-orders are made vulnerable to being pulled into the criminal justice
system (and potentially imprisoned) via perpetrators calling the police for breaches (WLS Vic, 2018).
Other key drivers of First Nations women’s incarceration include the women having experienced DFV
or sexual violence, poverty, homelessness, and social exclusion relating to their status as Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander women and/or as women who have experienced incarceration. Distrust of
police and other authorities, stemming from a history of colonisation and the enforcement of colonial
polices that aimed to subjugate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, can also be a driver of
incarceration. Racism, including both overt racism and unconscious bias, is another driver of First
Nations women’s incarceration. Imprisonment is made more likely by the lack of culturally
appropriate, wrap around services to support First Nations women either to avoid incarceration in the
first place, or to break the cycle of re-imprisonment. Without these essential diversion and prison
initiatives, case management and pre-release planning, First Nations women released from prison face
extreme difficulty in meeting court-mandated reporting requirements. Several reasons for this include
a lack of transport, moving from one crisis to the next, and the fact that they are often homeless
(Bevis, Atkinson, McCarthy, & Sweet, 2020). For a fuller explanation of these drivers of women’s
incarceration, please see the ANROWS synthesis paper, Women’s imprisonment and domestic, family

and sexual violence.
In addition to guidance on identifying patterns of coercive control to assist police and legal actors in
identifying the person most in need of protection from future harm or abuse (highlighted in our
initial submission), the five key things ANROWS recommends to address First Nations women’s
imprisonment are:
1. Ensure the provision of accessible, affordable housing, as this is fundamental to addressing
both DFV and imprisonment. Increase the supply of public housing, particularly for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
2. Develop and fund culturally relevant diversion and prison initiatives such as the Kunga
Stopping Violence Program, the Miranda Project or the Sisters Inside diversionary program.
3. Recognise gendered differences when designing and implementing prison policies and
programs.
4. Place more emphasis on whole-of-family and whole-of-community approaches to family
violence interventions, including early intervention for teenagers, in recognition of the effects
of intergenerational trauma. For women who have been incarcerated, this focus should
include facilitation of reconnection with children upon release and support around parenting.
5. Recognise the importance of continuity of services, case management, pre-release planning
and throughcare. These services should be available to those on short sentences or on remand.
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