






The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS: That would be excellent. If you 
could provide that for the last three years, that would be very 
helpful. 
Mr SCOTT: Sure. 

• Macquarie University 
• Western Sydney University 
• Charles Sturt University 
• University of New South Wales 
 

5 
The Hon. 
Courtney 
Houssos 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS: I want to ask you about the New 
South Wales Regional Growth Fund. We have received a 
recommendation that that should be specifically targeted and 
expanded to allow for regional universities to provide infrastructure 
for regional communities. Would that be covered under the current 
guidelines? 
Mr GRAHAM: I am not familiar with the guidelines for the Regional 
Growth Fund. That is not administered by the department. 
The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS: If universities wanted to access that 
they would just do it through their own means, they would not 
come through the department? 
Mr SCOTT: They would probably do that directly. But we are happy 
to take that on notice and come back to it. 

The NSW Government $1.7 billion Regional Growth Fund 
is managed by the Department of Regional NSW and has 
a range of different targeted funding programs. 
 
Each program has specific guidelines that outline the 
rules and requirements for applications, including 
eligible applicants. 
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6 
The Hon. 
Anthony 
D’Adam 

The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Can I ask about support for 
international students during the COVID crisis? I think there was a 
$21 million fund that was provided by the New South Wales 
Government. 
Mr SCOTT: Yes. 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: How much of those funds have been 
accessed to date? 
Mr SCOTT: I understand that, based on current volume, about $10 
million of those funds will be committed for the approved students 
to stay in the accommodation for the period of time that there is 
allocated. So about half of it is set out to go out. 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: That is in direct support for students, 
is it? 
Mr SCOTT: Yes. This is in accommodation support. 
Mr GRAHAM: Yes, that is right. 
Mr SCOTT: And there has been more money that has been spent on 
legal support, food hampers and the like, but the key focus was on 
providing emergency accommodation needs for international 
students. So half of that budget has been identified and is peaked to 
have been spent thus far and we recognise that the challenge 

As at 28 September 2020 the Government had approved 
3,846 applications under the NSW International Student 
Temporary Crisis Accommodation Scheme. 
 
Based on the current volume, $15,465,043 (incl GST) will 
have been committed if all approved students stay in 
accommodation under the scheme for the full 20 weeks.  
 
On top of temporary crisis accommodation funding, the 
Government has also expended the following in 
additional COVID response support for international 
students: 

 $110,000 (incl. GST) to make the multilingual My Legal 
Mate app available at no-cost to offer legal information 
to international students in NSW; 
 

 $136,140 (incl. GST) to add another solicitor to the 
International Student Legal Service NSW for six months 
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continues and there is more money available in that fund that has 
been identified. 
 

to meet increased demand for the free legal advice 
service for international students across NSW; and  
 

 $99,000 (incl. GST) to provide free food hampers to 
thousands of international students across NSW.  
 

7  

The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: I am happy for you to take this 
question on notice. The Charles Sturt Port Macquarie campus 
received some financial support from the New South Wales 
Government in terms of its establishment. Are you able to provide 
details about the nature of how that funding was constructed? 
Mr SCOTT: Yes, let us get some detail on that. 
The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Obviously, it is a topic that has been 
canvassed in this inquiry so far around the types of infrastructure 
support, and my colleague has also touched on that, so perhaps if 
we could have some information about the Port Macquarie campus 
investment and how that was structured? 

Charles Sturt University applied for and was successful in 
securing $15.08 million from the NSW Government for 
the International Port Macquarie Education Centre 
project through the Regional Growth Fund Growing 
Local Economies program. 
 
The project was independently reviewed by 
Infrastructure NSW as part of the assessment process.  
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9 Mr David 
Shoebridge 

Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: Can you provide details about how much 
has been spent on food and legals? 
Mr SCOTT: Yes, we can. We will provide that information on notice. 

The NSW Government, through Study NSW, has 
expended the following in additional COVID response 
support for international students: 

 $110,000 (incl. GST) to make the multilingual My Legal 
Mate app available at no-cost to offer legal information 
to international students in NSW; 
 

 $136,140 (incl. GST) to add another solicitor to the 
International Student Legal Service NSW for six months 
to meet increased demand for the free legal advice 
service for international students across NSW; and  
 

 $99,000 (incl. GST) to provide free food hampers to 
thousands of international students across NSW.  
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10 Mr David 
Shoebridge 

Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: Does that mean 1,500 have been rejected? 
Mr SCOTT: No, some are still in progress. Also some applications did 
not proceed on the basis they were either duplicates, when finally 
the application was processed the students declined the offer or 
they did not respond to the offer. 

As at 28 September the Government had received a total 
of 5,699 applications. 
 
3,846 applications had been approved 
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Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: Alright. Can you give us a full breakdown of 
that on notice? 
Mr SCOTT: Yes, we can. 
Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: But I go back to this point: With 185,000 or 
so—and it may be a little more, it may be a little less—foreign 
students, a package that spread across those is valued at no more 
than $115 each. Can you provide us with any details about the 
modelling or the assessment that justifies such a small package, 
given it is less than half of what happened in Victoria? 
Mr SCOTT: But the package was designed to meet crisis 
accommodation needs, to provide some level of legal support and 
advice, and to provide free food hampers as required also. 
Particularly around the accommodation, which the vast bulk of it, it 
would appear that there has been significant interest and take-up of 
that but we are not in a situation now where we are saying to you, 
"That funding allocation was fully identified, fully subscribed. We 
have been overwhelmed by that demand." So some money was put 
on the table to meet the contingency funding required for short-
term accommodation and temporary crisis accommodation and we 
have met that. And we continue to monitor it. If you follow the 
comments of the Premier and the Treasurer and the 
Minister and even my comments here today, nobody 
underestimates the importance of international students and— 

110 applications were assessed as ineligible and 
declined. 
A further 1,279 applications did not proceed on the basis 
that they were either duplicates (545 applications), the 
students declined the offer (452 applications), or did not 
respond to the offer (276 applications). 
 
464 applications were in progress and being processed. 

11 Mr David 
Shoebridge  

Mr SCOTT: I think we are in heated agreement around the 
importance of international students and trying to provide them 
with best support. Crisis accommodation was identified as an area of 
support. Funding was put on the table. That funding seems to have 
met demand so far but we will continue to monitor that over time. 
Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: Can you provide us with the criteria on 
notice? 
Mr SCOTT: Yes, we can. We will provide it. 

The NSW Government’s support package for 
international students during COVID was developed in 
consultation with the international education sector, 
including advice from international students, education 
providers and key frontline welfare service organisations 
such as the Redfern Legal Centre and Department of 
Communities and Justice. The package has been 
calibrated to complement existing sector support for 
international students and targets the State’s most 
vulnerable international students. 
 
In the week of 11 May 2020, when the NSW 
Government’s COVID support package for international 
students was announced, there were 170,000 primary 
student visa holders in Australia registered to NSW 
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education providers. Not all of these required assistance. 
Their numbers have continued to decline weekly, as 
many return home and Australia’s borders remain closed 
to new arrivals. As at 20 September, the number of 
primary student visa holders in Australia registered to 
NSW providers had dropped to 145,000. 
 
On 15 May, the NSW Government announced a $20 
million (ex GST) package to support international 
students in NSW during COVID. The bulk of the funding is 
for temporary crisis accommodation targeted at NSW’s 
most vulnerable international students who are 
stranded in Australia and unable to support themselves 
financially.  
 
In order to access the temporary crisis accommodation 
for international students, applicants must demonstrate 
that they are international students who have lost, or 
are at risk of losing, access to secure accommodation, 
and have no other avenues of support. 
 
The online application form detailing what is required to 
apply is available at 
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-
international-student-covid-19-crisis-accommodation 
 
The package also includes funding to make available 
50,000 free subscriptions to the multilingual My Legal 
Mate student app to help international students protect 
themselves during COVID by raising awareness of their 
legal rights. 
 
The package also set up a service to allow international 
students to call the NSW Government COVID-19 hotline 
(13 77 88) 24/7 to receive free advice and information 
about other support measures available to them, 
including the moratorium on rental evictions and 
medical, mental health, legal and emergency support.  



 
The package complements more than $180 million 
commitment from NSW universities and other NSW 
education providers to support their students during the 
pandemic. 
 
The package is in addition to the $12.1 million the NSW 
Government has committed to Study NSW to support 
the State’s international students’ welfare since 
2013/14. 
 

12 Mr David 
Shoebridge 

Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: How much of the $715 million has been 
accepted? 
Mr SCOTT: We are still in discussions with the universities around 
that. So that is money that is available but the money will be 
allocated on the basis of bilateral discussions with the universities. 
We are involved in discussions with a number of universities now. 
Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: Putting to one side future conversations, 
sitting here today how much has actually been lent? 
Mr SCOTT: I am not in a position to give you that detail. I can take 
that on notice. 

The NSW Government is guaranteeing commercial loans 
provided to participating universities. It is not directly 
lending to universities. As at 29 September 2020 NSW 
Treasury has received five full or partial applications 
from universities and all applications are currently being 
assessed. Participating universities are negotiating loan 
terms with their banking partners. No guarantees have 
been provided at this stage. 
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13 Mr David 
Shoebridge 

Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: My last question is: Could you provide us 
with what the net present value for those funds is, what it actually 
means in terms of finance? 

As the NSW Government is providing a State 
Government Guarantee over commercial loans to 
universities, the net present value of the loans to be 
obtained will depend on the precise terms negotiated 
between the universities and their banking partners. 
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14 The Hon. 
Scott Farlow 

The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: In terms of the program, the 
Government, and through you Study NSW and the Department of 
Education, loosened the requirements to allow more students 
access to the crisis accommodation support? 
Mr SCOTT: That is right. 
Mr GRAHAM: That is right. 
The Hon. SCOTT FARLOW: What are the requirements now in order 
to gain access to this support? 
Mr GRAHAM: I can provide you with the list of those requirements. 
They come from Study NSW and we can provide them. 

In order to access the temporary crisis accommodation 
for international students, applicants must demonstrate 
that they are international students who have lost, or 
are at risk of losing, access to secure accommodation, 
and have no other avenues of support. 
 
The online application form detailing what is required to 
apply is available at 
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-
international-student-covid-19-crisis-accommodation  
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15 Mr David 
Shoebridge 

Mr DAVID SHOEBRIDGE: Mr Scott, I was hoping that you could 
provide on notice what the net present value is of, first of all, the 
deferred payroll tax and also the proposed low-income loans, 
assuming they were fully subscribed. 
 

In relation to the NSW Government University Loan 
Guarantee Scheme, the net present value of the loans to 
be obtained will depend on the precise terms negotiated 
between the universities and their banking partners. 
 
In relation to payroll tax, the net present value of 
deferrals depends on the actual payroll tax liabilities of 
each university and the timing of deferred payments, 
which varies from university to university. NSW Treasury 
does not have access to this level of data. 
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The Hon. ANTHONY D'ADAM: Do you want to take that on notice? 
Mr SCOTT: Yes. 

 






