Document tendered by
Q. MNCUARL. Domoubn
Received by
June 15, 2019 Ne N
GM“MQP‘CM KNP Steering Commitee
Date: L /2 /20 9 The Loft
L_I}_Esolved to publish Yes / No 174 Churggm m nlg;;
2454

To the Great Koala National Parik steering commitiee,

We, the Traditional Custodians of the Gumbaynggir Nation, wish to express collective support for the
Great Koala National Park (GKNP).

GKNP encompasses our Traditional Homelands and our people are holistically connected with the
koala as a sacred totem and cenfral figure in the Creation Stories which formed the geological
features, land and water of our region. The Koala Storyline is a continuance of our Laws and Customs
to this day and is highly spiritually significant. This is one of many significant cultural Storylines which
run through Gumbaynggirr Homelands. Old-growth flora and its associated ecosystems are integral
elements in the history of our Creator. For example, our Yuludaria (Dreaming) Stories speak of the
severe repercussions - climate change, natural disasters and commumity disciplinary action - of over-
exploitation of natural resources.

We believe GKNP is a positive opportunity to protect and preserve this cultural heritage within a
precious biodiversity hotspot.

We acknowiedge and respect the fantastic ongoing work by dedicated environmental advocates to
develop this conservation project and it is not our intention to co-opt or accroach this honourable
work. Having said that, it is imperative at this time in history that conservationists, traditional
custodians and the wider community work collaboratively towards mutual outcomes with regard to the
recognition and protection of our ecological and cultural heritage. The integration of Indigenous
cultural knowledge into management and conservation plans is aiding and enhancing legal protection
of biodiversity around the country. Specifically: Indigenous Protected Areas, park co-management
models and Indigenous Land Use Agreements. This inclusion forms one element in recognizing the

colonial genocide of Australian Aboriginals and respectfully endeavouring to heal and rectify that
relationship.

in light of the above paragraph, we earnestly request that the GKNP steering committee consider
working collaboratively with the Gumbaynggirr Nation to formulate and enter into a progressive co-
management framework for the proposed Great Koala National Park. We believe that by combining
our knowledge, skills and experience we have the opportunity to collectively create a great National
Park with robust protections, rigorous cuitural and ecological heritage records, and thorough and
accurate cultural interpretation for the benefit of local residents and visiting tourists alike.

We look forward to further discussion and thank you for taking the time to consider this message.

With warm regards,

The undersigned














