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2019 Budget Estimates  

Questions on Notice 

Treasury Cluster 

Cost of NCAT proceedings 

Question 1 

 

Answer 

Since May 2017 to date, Destination NSW has spent $246,705 on legal fees to 

defend its commercial position.  
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Review into Jobs for NSW 

Question 2

 

Answer 

Five people were part of the review. Further information on the review is in the 

answers to the Supplementary Questions.  

 

GO NSW Equity Fund investments 

Question 3 

 

Answer 

Please see page 40 of the transcript – 

 

Sydney Startup Hub 

Question 4 
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Answer 

Answered in Supplementary Questions. 

Minimum Viable Product funding 

Question 5 

 

Answer 

Please see page 40 of the transcript – 

 

Jobs for NSW Annual Report – Survey 

Question 6 

 

Answer 

See Attachment A – Jobs for NSW 2017-18 Startup Survey 
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Regional Tourism Fund 

Question 7 

 

Answer 

$13 million was allocated to the Regional Tourism Fund between 2 December 2016 and 30 
June 2019 through two streams: Regional Cooperative Tourism Marketing Program and 
Regional Tourism Product Development Program, with funding in both streams offered on a 
matched dollar for dollar basis.  
 
$7,985,151 has been awarded to 55 projects since the inception of the program, including 
five projects that are yet to be announced.    
 
Destination NSW, in consultation with regional operators and the six Destination Networks, 
fully expended the funds on regional tourism support programs. 
 
This includes $3 million to the Destination Networks to implement their Destination 
Management Plans and a further $1.5 million for Destination NSW to develop and implement 
a Regional Drives/Touring Routes program.  

  

Cost of NCAT proceedings 

Question 8 

 

Answer 

Refer to response to question 1. 
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Cost of NCAT proceedings 

Question 9 

 

Answer 

Refer to response to question 1. 

Cost of NCAT proceedings 

Question 10 

 

Answer 

Refer to response to question 1. 

Pilot Program at Westmead precinct and the Liverpool health and education 

cluster 

Question 11 
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Answer 

Answered in Supplementary Questions. 

Pilot Program at Westmead precinct and the Liverpool health and education 

cluster 

Question 12 

 

Answer 

Answered in Supplementary Questions. 

Pilot Program at Westmead precinct and the Liverpool health and education 

cluster 

Question 13 

 

Answer 

For questions relating to the Sydney University project, please refer to the 

Department of Premier and Cabinet. For questions relating to broader health and 

education work, these should be referred to the respective health and Education 

Ministers. 
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Government contracts – IT requirement 

Question 14 

 

Answer 

There are no current arrangements or structuring within NSW Government contracts 

that require jobs to be sent offshore. On the contrary the NSW Government’s 

preference is for our systems and data to be hosted within Australia (NSW 

Government data centres or 3rd party data centres) and for related development and 

support services to be performed within Australia. 

In circumstances where we allow systems and data to be hosted offshore or services 

performed offshore, the NSW Government has rigorous processes in place to 

assess risks including Legislation, Regulation, Policy, Security, and Privacy and 

determine contractual and operational controls that need to be established. 

 Lastly, we ensure supply marketplaces and panels include local Australia service 

providers. 
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Regional Tourism Fund 

Question 15 

 

Answer 

Please see answer provided to Question on Notice 7. 

Review into Destination NSW 

Question 16 

 

 

Answer 

Please see page 50 of the transcript –  
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Question 17 

 

Answer 

Advanced manufacturing is a technique, not a product, so every manufacturer could 

employ advanced manufacturing processes, technologies, knowledge or business 

models in their operation to some degree. Advanced manufacturing provides some 

clear opportunities for NSW manufacturers to grow in sectors where they already 

enjoy a competitive advantage and in new niche manufacturing sectors. These 

include: 

 pharmaceuticals 

 machinery and equipment (including professional and scientific equipment 

manufacturing; and electrical equipment manufacturing ) 

 grain milling, meat and other food 

 wood products 

 fabricated metal products 

 furniture 

 packaging 

 cosmetics, perfume and toiletries. 

NSW’s 23,000 manufacturers produce 30% of the country’s total manufacturing 

output, generating around $32 billion in industry value. The NSW Government is 

focused on industries most likely to lead to greatest prosperity for the most people in 

NSW. This includes niche manufacturing sectors considered to be largely advanced 

such as medical technology (1,500 businesses in NSW generating $6 billion in 

industry value) and space (over 230 organisations and 41% of Australian businesses 

located in NSW).  
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Question 18 

The Hon. ROSE JACKSON: Do you still consider an acute slump—that is the language that is used 

in the budget paper—in overseas visitors to be a serious threat to New South Wales' economic outlook? 

Mr PRATT: If you look at some of the things we discussed this morning, clearly the impact of global 

events here is impacting Australia in totality. Key to this, I think, is, if you look at the numbers that I gave you 

earlier, the Chinese visitor numbers grew by 1.1 per cent to July. That is the equal slowest rate of growth since 

2010. That is having a big impact on the numbers given— 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS: What was the figure for the year before, Mr Secretary? 

Mr PRATT: I will just see if I have got that for you. No, I have only got year to date, I am sorry. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS: Could you provide us for the two previous years on notice? 

Mr PRATT: I could get that to you, yes. 

The Hon. COURTNEY HOUSSOS: That would be useful. 

 

Answer 

The key source of data used to measure international visitation to NSW is the 
International Visitor Survey (IVS), published by Tourism Research Australia, rather 
than Overseas Arrivals and Departures data (OADs), which is published by the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics.  
  
The data source referred to by Mr Pratt is OAD data. For the month of July 2019, this 
data shows that Chinese visitor arrivals to Australia increased by 0.3 per cent. In the 
same period Chinese visitor arrivals to NSW decreased by 3 per cent.  
  
OAD data captures monthly arrivals and departures only with statistics calculated on 
both inbound and outbound passengers who are short-term visitors to and from 
Australia. IVS data reports quarterly on short-term visitors aged 15 year and over 
only. Passenger surveys are held in the departure lounges of eight major 
international airports in Australia. In contrast to OAD data, the IVS reports on a 
visitor’s full travel behaviour while in Australia – not just the State where they intend 
to stay or where they spent the most time. 
  
The IVS China Market Profile Time Series for the year ended March 2019 is 
available at: https://www.destinationnsw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/IVS-
time-series-YE-MAR-2019-China.pdf 
 

 

 

 


