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Re: invitation to attend the General Purpose Standing Committee No 4's inquiry
into museums and galleries on 17 February 2017

Dear Peter
We have sought advice through Justice Services, Arts & Culture, Department of Justice about the invitation you have
received to attend the General Purpose Standing Committee No. 4’s inquiry into museums and galleries on 17
February 2017 following your verbal enquiries to MAAS.
Witnesses are invited to appear before committees in the first instance. You may choose to decline this invite
however the committee may issue a summons for your compulsory attendance.
We have also been advised by Justice Services, Arts & Culture, Department of Justice that the contents of the
Preliminary Business Case (including any working papers), Final Business Case and Site Selection are Cabinet‐in‐
Confidence.
By way of background, a claim of privilege may be made in instances where an answer to a question posed by the
Committee is privileged (for example, legal professional privilege, self‐incrimination privilege and public interest
immunity – which applies to cabinet documents) or if the question falls outside of the Committee's terms of
reference.
These may be taken into account by the Committee but a witness may still be compelled to answer. If a witness has
concerns about answering such questions and is in doubt, the witness may request that the question be taken on
notice for the purpose of obtaining legal advice when preparing a response.
The above information is provided to you as general information only and we recommend you seek your own legal
advice regarding attending the Inquiry and giving evidence on 17 February 2017.
Kind regards
Larissa Kotlaroff

Larissa Kotlaroff
Head of Governance, Planning & Reporting
Museum of Applied Arts & Sciences
500 Harris Street, Ultimo, Sydney, NSW 2007 Australia
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