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Nord-Pas de Calais

HENRI LOYRETTE, President and Director of the Louvre NMuseum

« Louvre-Lens.. Two names separated by a hyphen.

One p

iis the Louvre. a palace that has followed closely the history of France since the middle ages. The Louvre, which became a museum in the middie of
tha French revoluiion and quickly became a model, the museum of museums, as it was often referred to in the 19th century.

The olher hali <)

n ine hearl of a ceal region. & city that has been through all manner of crises and wars
the voungest region of France. the Nord-Pas de Calais. a region reputed for its exceptional cultural vitality and the dens
ideally situaled at the crossroads of Europe. near Belgium, Great Britain and Germany. Lens. its face cast resolutel

y toward the fure,

5, the Louvre: two namas connecled from now on, nearly merged, and called upan {o fulfi

in 2003 and today has become a reality. This dream takes root in tha early calling of the Louvre, which was conceived during
seum whose collsclions and expertise serve the entire nation. Even at the start of the 18ih century. Cf

suvre should give to the regions.We wanted lo think of this new rmuseum as a fené

plal evoked

na lhe Louvre's national cullural mission by retating in treasures of fie Parisian palace far

of sites thrnughout France: of all the anl Mord-Pas de Calais responded 2s a
was selected by the President of the Republic. More than one hundred twenty Caﬂ(l!ddt\?s frr‘m the world over
: design competilion. The project selected in September, 2005 was (hat submitted by the Japanese architect SANAA, offering a
contemporary building of glass and light that was both easily accessible and close to the ground, in harmony with the eharming and fragile land of
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This is why lhe collections will be exhibited termporarily and across the board, uniike what in Paris is se parated into departments, schoois
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cal breadlh, a unive

4 afl its components, in its gsegraphic and chrangt 1algam in

) visitors, su ,b as going behind the scenes to find out about all the facels and prof
gress, geing into the storage areas, under standing the guiding principies of conservaton and

nony 0f>(=.' new p

work

ng
r
art

restoraticn ©

g is al=zo i

v unprecedantiad. The Ga

s

vich for Charles Péguy characterizes the Louvre, providing new keys lo unde mtandi g for wvisi
i de 1t channe! to the world's methods.

tors. It is another manner of

for rene ..zl A museum in
the pressnt and o ima

T

nere in

»«

d in the mo
ae. in thair architecture, in their musecgraphy, but above ail in the d@veﬁo menl of th ir v
ncreasing collections remain the fundamental pursuits, but issues that were before considered only superticially or not at all, !
Mow a museum nu.st not only receive visitors who come 1o it spontanes Ubky. put i
ccessible. tm f

nd closed h
5

srTeanTe 1R
MUSSUMS o =0 at nigh

a
undergone considerable cha

g
ng

consicerations.

http://www.louvrelens.frienfa-propos-du-louvre-lens 112



20/08/2016 About the Louvre-Lens - Louvre-Lens

the desire for contemporary creation and perspective, it must incorporate the latest developments. adapt to emerging new audiences and to the emergence
- and propagation of new technologies.

In this, mussums take on a social and educational role, and their message must reach both the connocisseur and the neophyle. the child and the erudite, the
foreigner and the man on the street.

Auseumns are no longer a world aparl, imeless or concentrated solely on times long past. They parlicipate in the life of a city, its economic development, its
tourizm, sustainable development processas and they play an ariistic, sacial and educational role.

All of these considerations. these ambitions, these dreams guided us in creating the Louvre-Lens. The future of the Louvre is now in Lens. »
Henri LOYRETTE

DANIEL PERCHERON, President of the Nord-Pas de Calais Region
« Why put the Louvra in Lens?

Recause | dreamed it In 2003, | read a short item in Le Monde thal an annex of the Louvra was to be establishad somewhera it the provinces. As President
of the Region. | immediately thought that Nord-Pas de Calais could accommodate this annex. | am personally fascinated with Egyplology and the Louvre
museum always caplivaied me. At the time, we were ensconced in the « Liille 2004, Europesan Capital of Culture » theme. | wanted the Region to guide this
svant and | had launched a vast program baptized the « Carillons of culture » which brought masterpieces into towns that had no museums. We also sel up

tie Marisile exhibition in Boulogne-sur-Mer, On thal occasion. | mat Henry Loyrelte, President and Direclor of tha Louvre Museum, | asked him whether Lens
would not be a ridiculous choice as a candidats.

He repliad, « Mo. cn the contrary, it would be excelient ».

The Regional Council of Nord-Pas de Calais is the principal in the Louvre-Lens project, its primary financier and purveyor of 80% of the EPCC's
operating budgal. Was the support of the regional insiitution a forgone conclusion?

; ay aration is what propslied this disproportionate ambition on the pait of the Region. We need so badly lo hold our heads up, 10
e at the horizon and lo he way to our population, that in many areas we take on the extracrdinary gam D! s. | c::uid have adoptad the position of 2 «
normal » Region PFP:'O:'“ and soughi funding from the Auditorium de Paris, the Opéra or gven MuCem ¥r i 1
previous government spent extensively. | did noi do so because | am the President of the Nord-Pas de Calais i'egim. 1 dign
thousands of jubs that have been blad from this region, | didn't do it because | respsct the women a and men of m

2

-minged town where the
it hecause of the hundreds ¢

v region, ecl their patience and it "_i.'

caurage. Through me, they have been treated to the Louvre and wa recognize that they deserve it and they deserve it a lot.

The most haautifi! museum in the world is ceming to the of the mining region; is this a hit of sweet revenge?
Certainly nat. It is 2 grafling onlo the genetic program of the region. an extraordinary opporiunity for the mining region. We 2
The renowned landscaper Miche! Desvigne was nat wrong. He is going to transform the black archipelago to a green one, by redefining the m

lopment perspactives for us in the region, it will creale a dynamic identical to that ¢
ally be justice for all of those who worked the rines for coal' This is what made us decids on free ant
v and the Galerie du temps. | can say Lo the people of Lens. and to the inhabitants of the region,this museum is yours, you ars at home!

their landscaped areas. E;maiens isg
Guggenh
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Dig museum coming to Lens play a part in ranking the mining area a Unesco heritage

site?

1 think so. When 1 was interview d centrality. The

volving cultural

d. | was told that our herilage as
Ja!

enl of 'iw museum znd the activity that has

astablishy

heritags

Doos the Lowvra in Lens risk overshadowing other regional museums?

We are using the opening of the Louvre-Lens lo altract the en dire world's atlention to the museographic vitality of Nerd-Pas de
labeled Musée de France and over 150 themed mussums, we are 2 genuing « Region of MUsaUms ». Ve are the only region that
~f Versailles and the collections of the Louvre on the same lerritory. »

Daniel Percharon
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