
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

Inquiry into the state of live music in New South Wales 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

That the Standing Committee on Social Issues inquire into and report on the state of live music in 
NSW, including in the regions, and in particular: 

(a) progress on the implementation of the recommendations in, and the Government response 
to, the parliamentary inquiry into 'The music and arts economy in New South Wales', 
established in 2017 

(b) progress on the implementation of the 'NSW Contemporary Music Strategy', released in 
December 2024 

(c) assessment of the impact of the NSW Government's 'Vibrancy Reforms', including relevant 
legislative, planning and other changes 

(d) an analysis of policy options for how the NSW Government and music industry can support 
the long term sustainability of the live music sector, including but not limited to: 

(i) the establishment and protection of music venues 

(ii) driving audience demand 

(iii) supporting music careers 

(iv) funding mechanisms 

(v) reduction of red tape or other barriers limiting live music activity. 

(e) any other related matters. 

 
 

The terms of reference for the inquiry were referred to the committee by the Hon John Graham MLC, 
Special Minister of State, Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts, Minister for Music and the Night-
time Economy, Deputy Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council, on 7 October 2025, and 
adopted by the committee on 8 October 2025. 
 
  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

 STANDING COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL ISSUES 

 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2471
https://www.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/noindex/2024-12/nsw-contemporary-music-strategy-2024.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/business-and-economy/office-of-24-hour-economy-commissioner/vibrancy-reforms


 

 

 

Committee membership 

 Hon Dr Sarah Kaine MLC Australian Labor Party Chair 

 Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC The Nationals Deputy Chair 

 Hon Anthony D'Adam MLC Australian Labor Party  

 Ms Cate Faehrmann MLC* The Greens  

 Hon Taylor Martin MLC Independent   

 Hon Rachel Merton MLC Liberal Party  

 Hon Bob Nanva MLC Australian Labor Party  

 Hon Emily Suvaal MLC Australian Labor Party  

 
* Ms Cate Faehrmann MLC substituted for Dr Amanda Cohn MLC from 8 October 2025 for the duration of the 

inquiry. 


