
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Inquiry into the unauthorised disclosure of privileged information by  
the Honourable Mark Latham MLC 

 
TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 
 
That: 
  

(a) the Privileges Committee inquire into and report on the unauthorised disclosure of 
privileged information by the Honourable Mark Latham MLC, including the contents of 
a privileged report returned to this House by the NSW Police Force pursuant to an order 
for papers under standing order 52 regarding police management and administration 
passed on 7 August 2024, 

(b) the Privileges Committee inquire into and report on: 
(i) any threats made from members within Parliament towards other members or staff 

within Parliament, 
(ii) the progress made by the Government and political parties in implementing the 

recommendations of the Broderick Report and any changes since the review that 
have contributed to making NSW Parliament a safer and more respectful working 
environment, 

(c) notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the standing and sessional orders, the 
Honourable Mark Latham MLC not serve as a substitute or participating member of the 
Privileges Committee for the purposes of this inquiry, and 

(d) the committee report: 
(i) on matters referred in paragraph (a), and on the additional matters referred by the 

House on 9 September 2025, by 13 November 2025, 
(ii) on matters referred in paragraph (b), on a date to be determined by the committee.1 

 
The terms of reference for the inquiry were referred to the committee by the Legislative Council on 5 
August 2025.2 
 
On 9 September 2025, the Legislative Council adopted the following resolution referring additional 
matters to the committee for consideration as part of the inquiry: 

 
1 The original reporting date was 1 October 2025 (Minutes, NSW Legislative Council, 5 August 2025, pp 2579-
2580). On 17 September 2025, the House resolved that the reporting date on matters referred in paragraph (a) 
and on the additional matters referred by the House on 9 September 2025 be extended to 13 November 2025, 
and that the reporting date on matters referred in paragraph (b) be determined by the committee (Minutes, NSW 
Legislative Council, 17 September 2025, p. 2743). 
2 Minutes, NSW Legislative Council, 5 August 2025, pp 2579-2580. 
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(1) That this House notes that, under standing order 52: 

(a) a return to order is to include an indexed list of all documents tabled, clearly identifying 
which documents are subject to a claim of privilege, 

(b) where a document is considered to be privileged, the documents are made available 
only to members of the Legislative Council, and are not to be published or copied 
without an order of the House, 

(c) a member may dispute the validity of the claim of privilege in relation to particular 
documents by communication in writing to the Clerk, following which an Independent 
Legal Arbiter is appointed for evaluation and report as to the validity of the claim. 

(2) That this House notes that:  

(a) during debate on a condemnation motion regarding abuses of privilege by the 
Honourable Mark Latham MLC on 5 August 2025, Mr Latham revealed further 
information derived from a report delivered by the Law Enforcement Conduct 
Commission (LECC) in relation to Operation Askern, 

(b) during an interview on 6 August 2025 on Sydney radio station 2SM the Honourable 
Mark Latham MLC repeated this information, 

(c) the report in question was returned to this House by the NSW Police Force and 
remains subject to a non-publication order, as well as remaining subject to claims of 
privilege and personal information, the validity of which have not been challenged by 
any member of this House, 

(d) the report in question has not been published under a subsequent order of this House 
and remains protected under the claims of privilege and personal information. 

(3) That this House further notes that during debate in this House on 5 August 2025, the 
Honourable Mark Latham MLC stated that he: 

(a) viewed the report in the Clerk's office, 

(b) was aware that the report was subject to a non-publication order, 

(c) formed a personal opinion that the report ought not to be subject to a non-publication 
order, and, 

(d) would "do exactly the same thing" if he had the opportunity to do it again. 

(4) That this House notes: 

(a)  on 26 August 2025 at the Portfolio Committee No. 1 – Premier and Finance budget 
estimates hearing for the portfolios of Aboriginal Affairs and Treaty, Gaming and 
Racing, Veterans, the Central Coast, and Medical Research, the Honourable Mark 
Latham revealed the private home address of a member of the public, 

(b)  that it was not necessary for Mr Latham to reveal this information to support his line 
of questioning, 

(c)  that although the committee resolved to redact this information from the record of 
proceedings, the incident was nonetheless broadcast to the general public during the 
livestream of proceedings, and 



(d)  such breaches of privacy could risk the safety and welfare of citizens and their families. 

(5) That this House notes these further breaches of privilege by the Honourable Mark Latham 
MLC and refers them for further consideration as part of the inquiry into the breach of 
privilege by the Honourable Mark Latham MLC, referred to the Privileges Committee by 
this House on 5 August 2025.3 

 

 

 

Committee membership 

 Hon Stephen Lawrence MLC Australian Labor Party Chair 

 Hon Natasha Maclaren-Jones MLC Liberal Party Deputy Chair 

 Hon Wes Fang MLC The Nationals  

 Ms Sue Higginson MLC The Greens  

 Hon Bob Nanva MLC Australian Labor Party  

 Hon Peter Primrose MLC Australian Labor Party  

 Hon Rod Roberts MLC Independent  

 

 
3 Minutes, NSW Legislative Council, 9 September 2025, pp 2657-2659 


