LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY AND WORKS COMMITTEE

Review into the Design and Building Practitioners Act 2020 and the Residential Apartment
Buildings (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Act 2020 and related draft government bills

TERMS OF REFERENCE

1. (a) That in accordance with section 109 of the Design and Building Practitioners Act 2020 and section 69
of the Residential Apartment Buildings (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Act 2020 the Public
Accountability and Works Committee is to review both Acts:

(i) to consider the functions exercised or delegated by the Secretary, and

(ii) to determine whether the policy objectives of the Act remain valid and whether the terms of
the Act remain effective for securing those objectives, and

(iii) to consider the desirability of establishing an independent NSW Building Commission to
instead exercise the regulatory and oversight functions under this Act and other Acts relating to
the construction of buildings.*

(b) The review is to be undertaken as soon as possible after 30 March 2022.

(c) A report on the outcome of the review is to be tabled in the Legislative Council by 30 June 2022 (or
by a later day determined by the Committee).

(d) The Minister is to table in the Legislative Council a written response to the report within 3 months
after the tabling of the report.

2. That, in conducting its review, the Committee consider any legislative proposals or draft government
bills that are intended to repeal the Design and Building Practitioners Act 2020 and the Residential
Apartment Buildings (Compliance and Enforcement Powers) Act 2020.

The terms of reference for the review were adopted by the Committee on 21 May 2024. The terms of
reference were amended by the committee on 27 June 2025.

* The committee notes that the Building Commission NSW was established as the regulator of the
state's building and construction industry on 1 December 2023.


https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2020-007#sec.109
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2020-009#sec.69
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