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.‘!!04!). The Honourable David Elliott MP

NSW Minister for Corrections
covemnvent | Minister for Emergency Services
Minister for Veterans Affairs

DOC025884

Mr David Blunt

Clerk of the Parliaments
Legislative Council
Parliament House
Macquarie Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Blunt,

| am pleased to enclose the NSW Government’s response to the recommendations of the
inquiry into the Wambelong fire that was undertaken by the Legislative Council’'s General
Purpose Standing Committee Number 5.

As indicated in my letters to you of 25 August and 11 September 2015, the Government
considered the Committee’s recommendations alongside the recommendations of the
Coronial inquiry into the Wambelong fire, which were delivered by Deputy State Coroner
Dillon on 28 September 2015. | am also pleased to enclose a copy of the Government’s
response to the Coroner's recommendations.

The responses to the Parliamentary and Coronial Inquiries set out a number of key
initiatives being undertaken by the Government to strengthen NSW'’s already robust
capability to prevent and respond to bushfires. | am pleased to note that these include our
commitments to:

¢ introduce legislation to give the NSW Rural Fire Service the powers it needs to create
an improved, standardised and integrated fire trail network across the state.

e deploy four new fire behaviour specialists and roll out new weather balloons and
portable weather stations to allow the NSW Rural Fire Service to get on the spot
assessments of atmospheric conditions on the front line of fire zones in regional areas,
and

e engage 10 full-time mitigation crews to increase the level of hazard reduction work in
NSW, supporting the work done by volunteers to deliver our commitment to protecting
almost 600,000 homes and almost 750,000 hectares through hazard reduction
activities by 2019.

GPO Box 5341, SYDNEY NSW 2001
Phone: (02) 8574 6290 Fax: (02) 9339 5564 Email: office@elliott. minister.nsw.gov.au




| would like to once again commend the efforts of our frontline firefighters and all those
who supported them through the fire and the recovery efforts that followed.

Yours sincerely

Jou A

David Elliott MP ; py
MINISTER FOR CORRECTIONS /Z ( //?[ .
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES 47 “‘f[ 1l

MINISTER FOR VETERANS AFFAIRS
{&4/‘9;@ 3 funl, 2906
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'(!!’!_’)' Response to recommendations of the Parliamentary
NSW and Coronial Inquiries into the Wambelong fire

GOVERNMENT

Introduction

The NSW Government has carefully considered the recommendations arising from both the
Parliamentary and Coronial Inquiries into the Wambelong fire. The attached table sets out
the Government’s response to the Parliamentary Inquiry’s and the Coronial inquest’s
recommendations.

Of the 52 recommendations that have been made by both inquiries 42 are supported or
supported in part by the NSW Government.

These include recommendations for a review of National Parks and Wildlife Service
guidelines and protocols with respect to hazard reduction planning and burning off
operations, as well as a review of its prescribed burns program to ensure as far as
practicable that all necessary approvals for a prescribed burn are provided as promptly as
possible (Recommendation 15 and 22 of the Coronial Inquiry).

Proposals for the implementation of a streamlined regulatory system for hazard reduction
burns and greater accountability in relation to the implementation of bush fire risk
management plans as a means of delivering more hazard reduction are already part of the
NSW Rural Fire Service’s standard practices for bush fire management across the State
(Recommendation 4 of the Parliamentary Inquiry). The NSW approach to bush fire
management has been noted and endorsed by the Independent Hazard Reduction Audit
Panel as best practice.

Importantly, the NSW Government supports a number of key recommendations arising
from both Inquiries which relate to improvements in NSW Rural Fire Service and National
Parks and Wildlife Service’s operational management. The attached table sets out the
actions underway by the agencies to address these recommendations.

In February 2015, the NSW Government announced its commitment to giving the NSW
Rural Fire Service the powers it needs to ensure that a strategic fire trail network across all
tenures could be maintained in a way that provides for the safe and effective suppression of
fires, and enable essential hazard reduction work to be carried out. The NSW Government is
currently developing legislative amendments to facilitate an enhanced network of fire trails
in NSW that will substantially assist the NSW Rural Fire Service and local communities to
fight bush fires and undertake hazard reduction activities
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