SELECT COMMITTEE ON PROPOSED ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITIES

(1)  That a select committee be established to inquire into and report on proposed energy from waste

facilities, and in particular:
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the performance of the technologies proposed for the Tarago and Parkes Energy Recovery
Facilities as compared to leading thermal technologies employed in "state of the art" facilities
internationally, noting such technologies as proposed are not employed anywhere else on the
Eastern seaboard

the spread of the emissions predicted and the quality of emissions to be generated

health impacts from currently operating older technology waste incinerators as compared to
the proposed newer technology

impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, rainwater harvesting and
soil contamination

the impact on agriculture locally and across the wider region

alterations to the Parkes Special Activation Precinct specifically in relation to the proposed
Energy Recovery Facility in that region

impacts of waste-dumping over a number of decades in the Tarago region

the methodology of emission monitoring employed by leading large scale waste-to-energy
facilities in Australia and across the world

alternative solutions to reduce and manage residual waste produced by Greater Sydney, and

any other related matter.

(2)  That, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the standing orders, the committee consist of seven

members comprising:
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three government members
two opposition members, one being Mrs Overall, and

two crossbench members, one being Dr Cohn.

(3)  That the Chair of the committee be Mrs Overall and the Deputy Chair be Dr Cohn.
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(4)  That unless the committee decides otherwise:
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all inquiries are to be advertised via social media, stakeholder emails and a media release
distributed to all media outlets in New South Wales

submissions to inquiries are to be published, subject to the Committee Clerk checking for
confidentiality and adverse mention and, where those issues arise, bringing them to the
attention of the committee for consideration

attachments to submissions are to remain confidential

the Chair’s proposed witness list is to be circulated to provide members with an opportunity
to amend the list, with the witness list agreed to by email, unless a member requests the Chair
to convene a meeting to resolve any disagreement

the sequence of questions to be asked at hearings alternate between Opposition, crossbench
and Government members, in that order, with equal time allocated to each

transcripts of evidence taken at public hearings are to be published

supplementary questions are to be lodged with the Committee Clerk within two business days
following the receipt of the hearing transcript, with witnesses requested to return answers to
questions on notice and supplementary questions within 21 calendar days of the date on which
questions are forwarded to the witness

answers to questions on notice and supplementary questions are to be published, subject to
the Committee Clerk checking for confidentiality and adverse mention and, where those issues
arise, bringing them to the attention of the committee for consideration, and

media statements on behalf of the committee are to be made only by the Chair.

[Resolved 6 Angust 2025, Minutes 111, item 48]
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