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Executive Summary

This submission is lodged by the Public Education Party, a minor political party
committed to ensuring that every child has the right to be taught by a subject-
specific trained teacher in a learning environment that is safe, nurturing,
connected, and well resourced. Our party is an example of the challenges faced by
minor parties under the current funding model: we struggle to maintain the
minimum membership required to remain registered, are entirely reliant on
volunteers, and lack the financial capacity to build awareness or fund meaningful
electoral campaigns. Yet our core purpose—ensuring quality public education—is
regularly featured in the media, resonates strongly with parents across NSW, and is
a criticalissue in electoral debate.

We recommend increasing the level of public funding available to minor political
parties from the Administration Fund under the Electoral Funding Act 2018. Current
levels significantly disadvantage smaller parties, narrowing competition, limiting
voter choice, and weakening democratic diversity.

Key recommendations include:

1. Increase the funding allocations to minor parties under the Administration Fund.
2. Index allocations to rising campaign and compliance costs to maintain relevance
over time.

3. Simplify and clarify eligibility requirements so all registered parties meeting
disclosure and compliance standards can access stable core funding.

Introduction

The Electoral Funding Act 2018 was designed to modernise and make fairer the
framework for political donations and public funding. While the Act has improved
transparency, minor parties remain structurally disadvantaged by the limited
allocations from the Administration Fund.

Major political parties receive significant financial contributions from corporations,
large enterprises, and unions. These resources allow them to employ professional
campaign staff, run multi-platform advertising campaigns, and maintain
compliance teams. By contrast, parties like the Public Education Party rely almost



exclusively on volunteer labour and small-scale fundraising, which is insufficient to
meet the demands of competitive campaigning and complex regulatory
compliance.

Impact of Underfunding Minor Parties

1. Reduced Voter Choice

Democracy thrives when voters can choose from a broad spectrum of ideas and
representatives. Underfunding restricts new and emerging parties’ ability to contest
elections effectively, reducing policy diversity and innovation. For example, the
Public Education Party seeks to elevate vital education issues but lacks the
resources to be visible to the electorate despite strong public support for its
platform.

2. Entrenchment of a Two-Tier System

When the cost of participation is prohibitively high, politics risks becoming the
domain of wealthy, entrenched parties. This two-tier system marginalises
grassroots movements and reduces competition. Parties like ours, built on
volunteer passion rather than corporate or union funding, struggle to gain traction
under current rules.

3. Barriers to Representation of Diverse Communities

Minor parties often emerge from communities seeking representation on under-
addressed issues such as regional needs, public education quality, or social equity.
When funding is inadequate, these perspectives are silenced, and the Parliament
loses valuable diversity.

4. Over-Reliance on Volunteers and Compliance Burdens
Volunteer-driven parties like the Public Education Party face significant
administrative complexity in complying with electoral regulations. Modest
increases in Administration Fund support would improve compliance quality,
reduce the risk of inadvertent breaches, and strengthen electoral integrity.

5. Erosion of Public Confidence

If elections are perceived as dominated by well-funded organisations, voter
confidence declines. More equitable funding would signal that NSW values fair
competition and the voices of smaller, community-based movements.

Comparative Practice
Comparable democracies, including New Zealand and Canada, provide more
equitable public funding to support a competitive and diverse political landscape.



Aligning NSW’s approach with these models would strengthen democratic health
and voter confidence.

Recommendations

1. Increase Administration Fund Allocations — Raise both the base payment and the
per-vote allocation for eligible minor parties to reflect real campaign costs.

2. Index Funding — Link allocations to inflation and rising campaign costs, including
digital advertising and compliance systems.

3. Streamline Eligibility — Ensure that any party meeting registration and reporting
obligations can access stable core funding.

Conclusion

The continued underfunding of minor parties narrows debate, entrenches
established power, and limits voter choice. Strengthening the Administration Fund
would level the playing field, enable more diverse representation, and enhance
confidence in NSW’s democratic system. For the Public Education Party, fairer
funding would mean the ability to reach voters and continue championing quality
education for every child. The proposed reforms would create a more open,
representative, and responsive Parliament.





