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Mr Alex Greenwich 
Chair 
Legislative Assembly Standing Committee on 
Parliamentary Privilege and Ethics 
Parliament of NSW 
 
 
Dear Mr Greenwich 
 
Thank you for you invitation to make a submission to the inquiry by the Legislative Assembly’s 
Standing Committee on Parliamentary Privilege and Ethics (the Committee) into four 
recommendations of the Broderick Review. 
 
As you are aware I am the current Independent Complaints Officer (ICO) of the NSW Parliament 
appointed pursuant to resolutions of the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly. Pursuant 
to these resolutions the ICO can consider complaints about alleged breaches of the Members’ Code 
of Conduct including misuse of allowances and entitlements, less serious misconduct matters falling 
short of corrupt conduct and minor breaches of the pecuniary interest disclosure scheme. The ICO 
can also consider complaints in relation to bullying, harassment and other types of inappropriate 
behaviour. 
 
I provide the following comments in relation to the recommendations of the Broderick Review being 
considered by the Committee: 
 
Recommendations 2.2 and 3.1 
I make no direct comment on how the Members Code of Conduct should be drafted.   
 
However, I note that currently the jurisdiction of the ICO specifically extends beyond the Code of 
Conduct to include “complaints in relation to bullying, harassment and other types of inappropriate 
behaviour”. The Committee may wish to consider whether there would be merit in having the Code 
include the full range of conduct that that may be considered by the ICO. This would result in greater 
consistency between the obligations imposed by the Code and the matters that may be the subject 
of a complaint to the ICO.  
 
Recommendation 5.5 
Currently the resolutions creating the position of ICO and the related ICO protocols do not contain 
any provisions explicitly protecting complainants from retribution from making a complaint. As part 
of its consideration of this recommendation, the Committee may wish to consider whether an 
amendment to the ICO resolutions should be made to specifically provide this protection. 
 
Recommendation 6.2 
I have no comments in respect of this recommendation. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me further should the Committee require any further information 
in respect of these matters or the role of the ICO more generally. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Rose Webb 
 



Rose Webb 
Independent Complaints Officer 
Parliament of NSW 
Email:   
Phone:  
 




