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T his is n ot a lif e a n d d e at h st or y, b ut it d o e s ill ustr at e t h e di vi d e b et w e e n c o u ntr y a n d cit y m e di c al 

f a cili ti e s, t h e l a c k of u n d erst a n di n g of cit y-b as e d st a ff a n d t h e i n c o n v e ni e n c e of n e e di n g t o a c c e ss 

m e di c al h el p i n a n ot h er c e ntr e.  

W e li v e d i n W e e W a a f or 1 8 m o nt hs. 1 5 y e ar ol d gr a n ds o n w as visi ti n g fr o m Ar mi d al e. T w o d a ys 

b ef or e C hrist m as ( 2 0 2 4) h e h a d a n a c ci d e nt pl a yi n g b ar ef o ot s o c c er wit h his c o usi ns, a n d his li ttl e t o e 

w as b e nt b a c k a n d t h e s ki n all s plit o p e n.  

W e t o o k hi m t o W e e W a a h o s pit al, a ft er p h o ni n g t h e d o ct or’s s ur g er y a n d fi n di n g t h e y h a d n o ti m e 

t o s e e hi m t h at d a y. T h er e w as a n urs e o n d ut y at t h e h o s pit al. T h at w as all t h e m e di c al ai d a v ail a bl e 

f or t h e w h ol e of t h e t o w n! T h e n urs e w as v er y ki n d a n d e ffi ci e nt, b ut w ar n e d us t h at s h e w as n’t 

q u ali fi e d t o d o s tit c h e s, if t h at’s w h at h e n e e d e d. S h e n u m b e d his t o e t o r eli e v e t h e p ai n, a n d 

cl e a n e d his f o ot u p. T h e n s h e w h e el e d i n a tr oll e y wit h a s cr e e n, wit h a d o ct or r e a d y t o h el p. H e 

h e ar d o ur s u m m ar y of t h e e v e nt a n d t h e i nj ur y . H e w as o b vi o usl y i n a bi g cit y a n d h a d n o i d e a a b o ut 

ti n y c o u ntr y t o w ns. H e as k e d t h e n urs e w h e n x -r a ys w o ul d b e a v ail a bl e. A ns w er is t h e y’r e n ot ! S h e 

s ai d t h e y mi g ht b e a v ail a bl e 4 0 k m a w a y i n t h e n e xt t o w n, d e p e n di n g o n a v ail a bilit y of st a ff. T h e 

d o ct or t h e n as k e d if t h er e w as a n y w h er e l o c al. H er a ns w er w as: “ T h at is l o c al! ” T h e d o ct or i n t h e cit y 

h o s pit al k n e w n ot hi n g a b o ut f a cili ti e s i n t h e c o u ntr y a n d p o ssi bl y als o k n e w li ttl e a b o ut g e o gr a p h y.  

O n t h e d o ct or’s a d vi c e, t h e n urs e w as a bl e t o gl u e u p t h e s plit s ki n . 


