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Ms Lynda Voltz MLA

Committee Chair

Legislative Assembly Committee on Transport and Infrastructure
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Ms Voltz,

Re: Inquiry into Critical Transport Infrastructure Supporting the Western
Sydney International (WSI) Airport and Western Sydney Aerotropolis

Fairfield City Council appreciates the opportunity to provide this submission to the
Inquiry into critical transport infrastructure supporting the Western Sydney
International Airport and Western Sydney Aerotropolis.

This submission draws on content from multiple submissions that Council has made
to various inquiries and state and federal agencies concerning deficiencies in
transport infrastructure and policy in Western Sydney.

In brief, a recurrent theme in all of Council’'s submissions is the significant deficiency
in access to public transport (particularly east west connections), for the community
of Fairfield, overreliance on private motor vehicles for access to work and lifestyle
opportunities, and significant financial costs associated with this reliance including
toll charges.

The most recent of the Council submissions was to the Premier in which Council
provided a prospectus (Attached) that outlined both the challenges and opportunities
that face Fairfield City.

The prospectus identifies that Fairfield LGA is just 6 km east of the new Airport and
has the lowest SEIFA ranking in all of NSW. Whilst the prospectus addresses a
range of social, economic and infrastructure factors, a major focus is on the need for
improved transport infrastructure and the benefits that this would bring to Fairfield
and the Aerotropolis.

The most significant item is the progression of the planned East-West Rail Link
between Greater Parramatta and the new airport and the common benefits that this
would bring to the Sydney metropolis, Aerotropolis, Western Sydney and Fairfield
LGA.

For the reasons outlined below, it is Council’s view this project is the most obvious
and value adding city shaping project that could be progressed under the current
strategic land use and transport plans for the Sydney Metropolis and the
Aerotropolis.






e 2018 joint State and Federal Western Sydney Rail Needs Study that identified
Prairiewood as an anchor station on the East-West Link corridor between
Greater Parramatta and the new airport.

e The Future Transport Strategy further set a ‘city shaping’ vision around the
East-West corridor which was subsequently included in Infrastructure
Australia’s Infrastructure Priority List.

e A Metropolis of Three Cities — the Greater Sydney Region Plan (2017) and
Western City District Plan (2018).

The East-West Link can play a critical role in the commercial success of the
Commonwealth’s new airport. With an East-West Link in place, the airport would
receive:

¢ More revenue from easterly commuter demand from Greater Parramatta
¢ A much more secure labour supply suited to its demands, sourced from
employment and transport deprived populations to its immediate east.

Council's prospectus has called for an expedited revised business case for the East-
West Rail Link including Prairiewood and Cecil Park stations, specifically accounting
for:

Its ‘city shaping’ development potential

Constraints in Westmead'’s public transport network

Potential additional station locations within Cumberland LGA

The new airport’s need for access to a suitable labour pool and easterly
demand for Parramatta

e Opportunities to integrate the markets of the new airport and Greater
Parramatta.

Extending the Link beyond Westmead, via a new spur to Epping and Macquarie
Park, could also:

e Complete a clear ‘missing link’ in the Greater Parramatta’s arterial public
transport network

e Support western connectivity between Sydney Metro’s West and North West
lines

¢ Network together a ‘knowledge corridor’ of complementary existing and future
precincts.

Rapid Bus from Parramatta to Airport/Aerotropolis via Prairiewood and
Bonnyrigg (single seat, no changeover)

In the interim, until such time as major east-west rail services are provided
connecting Fairfield residents to the broader region, there is an urgent need for
provision of additional bus services (including rapid bus upon opening of the
Western Sydney Airport), to ensure access for the general community and
population of Fairfield to the work and lifestyle opportunities in the region.

Construction of Southern Link Rd from Mamre Rd Intermodal to
Smithfield/Wetherill Park over the top of the M7.

Provision of the Southern Link Road as a critical freight corridor (connected to
Victoria Street, Smithfield) is necessary to ensure an efficient link from industrial













































Next Steps

THE WAY FORWARD FOR FAIRFIELD

Correcting the longstanding policy neglect of Fairfield’s
social and economic disadvantage should be viewed as a
matter of urgency, efficiency and fairness.

To tackle the extreme deficiencies in public transport,
tertiary education and opportunities for job progression
in Fairfield's community, all levels of government should
adopt an integrated policy and investment strategy. This
strategy should focus on measures affording easier
access to better opportunities, both locally and across
Sydney region.

To develop and progress such a strategy, Fairfield City
Council should collaborate with the other levels of
government.

The NSW and Commonwealth governments will bring the
financial means and policy levers needed to implement
transformative changes required.

The strategy should adopt priority measures for Fairfield's
leading precincts as its cornerstones for greater local
access to opportunity, set out below.

PRAIRIEWOOD & CECIL PARK PRECINCT PRIORITIES

1. Jointly investigate transformative land uses within
the Prairiewood precinct to increase local access to
jobs and opportunity, including:

a. Intensified health and education uses, including a
university campus

b. Public and social services hub

c. Business park

d. Complementary residential uses

e. Cultural and recreation hub.

2. Expedite a revised business case for the East-West
Rail Link including a Prairiewood station,
specifically accounting for:

a. lts ‘city shaping’ development potential

b. Constraints in Westmead's public transport network

c. Potential additional station locations within
Cumberland LGA

d. The new airport's need for access to a suitable
labour pool and easterly demand for Parramatta

e. Opportunities to integrate the markets of the new
airport and Greater Parramatta.

3. Renew planning activity for Cecil Park, accounting
for the greater development potential offered by a

new railway station.

SMITHFIELD-WETHERILL PARK PRECINCT PRIORITIES

1. Funding the expedited delivery of The Horsley Drive
upgrade.
2. Collaborate with Transport for NSW to fund, plan and
develop a rolling program of projects for cutting
congestion on Smithfield-Wetherill Park Industrial
Estate's access to the M7 and M4, considering the
state, regional and local road networks including
extension of the Southern Link Rd onto Victoria St
in Wetherill Park.
3. Engage with Investment NSW and the
Commonwealth Department of Industry to develop:
a. A rapid supply chain opportunities analysis to
identify potential high-yield industries well-
suited to the precinct

b. Related opportunities to co-invest in precinct
activity.

4. Engage with School Infrastructure NSW to explore
ways of exploiting the precinct’s location and dual
strengths in manufacturing and construction to
increase Fairfield's participation in the record schools
investment program
¢ One specific opportunity for investigation is the

precinct’s potential as a hub of Schools
Infrastructure NSW's Modern Methods of
Construction program.

FAIRFIELD & CABRAMATTA CENTRE PRECINCT
PRIORITIES

1. Collaborate with the NSW Department of Planning,
NSW Government Architect and related agencies to
develop and invest in a place investment program for
each of Fairfield and Cabramatta centres.

* Priority initiatives for each centre should reflect
the strategic priorities identified through
Council’s recent urban design processes.

2. Strengthen Fairfield's cultural and brand identity for
place through enhancing the ambition of arts, culture
and night time economy and events initiatives.

3. Identify opportunities to re-locate more
government jobs into Fairfield centre.

4. Investigate Cabramatta centre’s opportunities to:

a. Magnify and accelerate development of
its northern and eastern re-development
opportunity sites

b. Foster stronger growth in its emerging
professional services cluster of enabling
industries.
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