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29 October 2023 

The Chair 
Joint Select Committee on Protecting Local Water Utilities from Privatisation 
Parliament House 
Macquarie Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000    BY EMAIL: waterutilities@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

Dear Chair 

Inquiry into Protecting Local Water Utilities from Privatisation – Submission by Rous 
County Council 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Committee in relation to its 
inquiry into protecting local water utilities (LWU) from privatisation.  

Rous County Council (‘Rous’) is opposed to the privatisation of LWUs and supportive of 
their continued public ownership, particularly under the county council model. 

The County Council Model 

County councils are established by proclamation of the NSW Governor under the 
Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (‘LG Act’). However, a county council differs from a 
local council (or ‘general purpose’ council) in several key areas: 

• The area of operation of a county council often covers more than one Local
Government Area (‘LGA’).

• County councils are specifically established to provide one or more functions of a local
council.  In the case of Rous those functions are bulk water supply, flood mitigation,
and/or weed biosecurity services (under the Biosecurity Act 2015 (NSW)).

• County councils do not act as a consent authority for development and do not
undertake roads, rates, and rubbish functions typically exercised by general purpose
councils.

• A county council’s governing body is made up of elected representatives from its
constituent councils (member councils).

Rous is the only multipurpose county council in NSW exercising all three (3) core functions 
identified above. Rous has four (4) constituent councils (Ballina Shire Council, Byron Shire 
Council, Lismore City Council, and Richmond Valley Council) who elect two (2) of their 
councillors to sit on the governing body of Rous.  The community serviced by the water that 
Rous treats and produces is in excess of 100,000 people. 

A county council factsheet and a short introduction to Rous video are provided for the 
Committee’s further information at Attachments 1 and 2.

   
      

    
  

 
     

          










