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Submission to: Joint Standing Committee on Road Safety – inquiry into mobile speed 
camera enforcement programs in NSW 

Roads Australia (RA) welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the NSW Joint 
Standing Committee on Road Safety’s inquiry into mobile speed camera enforcement 
programs in NSW. 

By way of background, RA is the peak body for roads within an integrated transport system, 
representing an industry that contributes $207 billion annually to the economy and supports 
1.3 million jobs. RA has over 150 members and brings industry, government, and communities 
together to lead the evolution of Australia’s roads, integrated transport and mobility.  

Speed management is crucial for the prevention of death and serious injury on our roads. In 
NSW, speed is the single biggest contributor to death and injury on NSW roads, contributing 
to around 41 per cent of road fatalities and 24 per cent of serious injuries each year. This 
means almost 150 lives lost and 1,270 people seriously injured each year1.  

Despite the changes to the NSW mobile speed camera program and its intention to bring NSW 
in line with current practice in other jurisdictions, the detection of speeding vehicles and hence 
the increasing number of fines is concerning. According to Revenue NSW, the value of fines 
was up 28 per cent in December 2020 compared to the same month in 20192. Any increase 
in speeding across the network increases the risk of death and serious injuries amongst all 
road users, not just the ones who choose to speed.  

Beyond applying enforcement and deterrence strategies there is a need for a change in the 
culture of road user behaviour, including speeding. Implementing warning signs in front of 
speed cameras may immediately change driver behaviour around that speed camera but by 
removing warning signs driver caution and awareness can be raised everywhere on the 
network. This approach will encourage speed compliance and create an expectation that 
speed enforcement is anywhere, anytime.  
  

 
1 NSW Centre for Road Safety, Driving too fast, 
https://roadsafety.transport.nsw.gov.au/speeding/index.html  
2 Monthly fines up by $17 million in NSW as camera revenues boom, 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/monthly-fines-up-by-17-million-in-nsw-as-camera-revenues-boom-
20210414-p57j3a.html  






