
 

 

 Submission    
No 28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INLAND RAIL PROJECT AND REGIONAL NSW 
 
 
 
 
Organisation: North West Protection Advocacy 

Date Received: 7 February 2021 

 



 1 

 

North West Protection Advocacy 

PO Box 19, Coonabarabran NSW 2357 

 

5th February 

 

To: Inland Rail Project and Regional NSW Parliamentary Inquiry 

ATT:  

Emma Wood  investmentindustry@parliament.nsw.gov.au  

 

Inland Rail - Narromine to Narrabri – Route Alignment 
 

North West Protection Advocacy are a Coonabarabran-based grassroots advocacy group. 

We have a strong interest in ensuring that the Pilliga forest area is protected from 

inappropriate development. NWPA have been following the development of this particular 

section of the Inland Rail for several years.  We seek here to inform the Parliamentary 

Inquiry about this alignment that benefits the private good instead of the public good. It is 

inappropriate for the sensitive environment through which it is proposed it pass. 

 

We share the opinion of Everald Compton that the idea of the Inland Rail has been 

bastardised beyond recognition and nowhere is that more apparent than in the proposal to 

put it through the incredibly culturally significant and biodiverse Pilliga East State Forest and 

then onwards across a flood plain. The proposed route quite literally cuts through the heart 

of the Pilliga and goes straight to the Leewood Waste Water Treatment Facility owned by 

Santos. 

Everald Compton states here: https://everaldcompton.com/2020/05/23/the-vision-of-the-
inland-railway-is-now-a-tragedy/ THE VISION OF THE INLAND RAILWAY IS NOW A TRAGEDY.  

The Pilliga is a significant carbon bank and importantly is the recharge zone for the Great 

Artesian Basin. To industrialize the Pilliga any further is pure folly. Pilliga is a living and 

breathing museum that has profound cultural importance to the Gomeroi. 

 

The Inland Rail MUST NOT traverse the greenfield Pilliga East State Forest and instead be 

reverted back to its original proposed route from 2010 (as pictured) that continued through 

on the original line, turning eastwards before Gwabegar.  

mailto:investmentindustry@parliament.nsw.gov.au
https://everaldcompton.com/2020/05/23/the-vision-of-the-inland-railway-is-now-a-tragedy/
https://everaldcompton.com/2020/05/23/the-vision-of-the-inland-railway-is-now-a-tragedy/
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The change to the alignment was like a slap in the face to the majority of people in the 

region who oppose the coal seam gas industry in its entirety. See report by People for the 

Plains: 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/lockthegate/pages/6447/attachments/original/15

83284899/Assessment_of_Social_Acceptance_of_NGP.pdf?1583284899 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/lockthegate/pages/6447/attachments/original/1583284899/Assessment_of_Social_Acceptance_of_NGP.pdf?1583284899
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/lockthegate/pages/6447/attachments/original/1583284899/Assessment_of_Social_Acceptance_of_NGP.pdf?1583284899
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• To directly benefit the gas industry (in particular Santos and the Narrabri Gas 
Project and their contractors) one of these contractors is on the CCC for this section. 
 
The gas sector has provided three of the directors for the Inland Rail, not counting 
John Anderson (Eastern Star Gas), who it seems has stepped back from a prominent 
role following delivery of his implementation report. These directors are Graeme 
Findlay, ex-BG Group and Origin; Rebecca Pickering, ex Origin (land access) and Neil 
Burlison, big player in energy sector, also ex-Origin and BP.  
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•  

• To directly benefit Narrabri Shire Council  

Narrabri Council are pro-industrial development. They are outspoken supporters of 

the Narrabri Gas Project and with the development of the industrial Inland Rail Hub 

which will support heavy industry, coal and gas mining, fertilizer and explosives 

production and potentially LNG transport. 

 

There are few perceived benefits of this route choice to farmers and many, many negatives. 
The route was changed to benefit Santos after this meeting (see images below) and is 
justified by saying “many local landholders have a strong preference for the corridor option 
through the Pilliga State Forest and then adjacent to the Newell Highway” but in all the 
documentation, minutes of CCCs and FOI’ed papers NWPA have been unable to see any 
proof of this statement.  
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ARTC were talking to Santos about the alignment (see image below from the Phase 1 
Narromine to Narrabri Preferred Corridor Report: see Documents relating to the inland rail 
route from Narromine to Narrabri (FOI 18-058) 
https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/department/ips/log.aspx 

 

ARTC claim that the preferred route has the support of landholders and stakeholders but 

the CCC was not convened until after the preferred route through the Pilliga was chosen. 

The CCC is stacked with representatives who are pro-gas, some of who could be seen to 

have a conflict of interest and have not declared pecuniary interest? 

 

There is no transparency on who is in the Sponsors Group. FOI requests have returned 

multiple heavily redacted documents on this issue (see image below). Why is there secrecy 

around who is in this group? Can the ARTC detail who comprises this group? 
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https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/department/ips/log.aspx 

 

The business case in regards to this preferred route option has not been made publicly 
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available. 

 

Johanna Evans – North West Protection Advocacy  




