ADMINISTRATION OF THE 2019 NSW STATE ELECTION

Organisation:

Date Received:

Homelessness NSW

3 October 2019

Submission
No 11




Homelessness NSW

Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters
NSW Parliament
Macquarie St

Sydney

Administration of the 2019 NSW State Election

Dear Committee

Homelessness NSW is a peak not for profit organisation that works with its members to prevent and
reduce homelessness across NSW. Our members include small, locally based community organisations,
multiservice agencies with a regional reach and large State-wide service providers.

We welcome the opportunity to provide a submission to this committee and their inquiry into the
administration of the 2019 State Election.

Between the 2011 Census and the 2016 Census the number of people experiencing homelessness in
NSW increased by 27%. There are now over 37,000 people experiencing homelessness in NSW.

Being homeless is usually being without. Without security, without privacy, without stability. Ensuring
that people experiencing homelessness are not without a voice in vital civic participation should be an
imperative of all governments.

Homelessness NSW has worked with the NSW Electoral Commission on ensuring that people
experiencing homelessness have ready and easily understood information on voting, however there is a
need for increased efforts in this regard.

A search on the website of the NSW Electoral Commission finds no response to either ‘homeless’ or
‘homelessness’. A similar search on the Victorian Electoral Commission site finds a number of resources.
Included in these are ‘Being homeless doesn’t make you voteless’ and a ‘Homeless not voteless easy
English guide’. We have attached both documents for the Committee’s perusal. We believe it would be
useful for the NSW Electoral Commission to have similar information readily available on their site.

Prior to the recent Federal election Homelessness NSW worked together with the Australian Electoral
Commission to increase availability to voting for rough sleepers. Part of this consisted of the AEC doing
inreach to prominent homeless services. As part of this they had information available to staff and
clients on how to enroll. Feedback from our member services was extremely positive. We would like to
see the NSW Electoral Commission undertake a similar activity.



Many rough sleepers often have issues with keeping forms of identity on their person. This is mainly due
to the very nature of rough sleeping. It is often difficult to maintain belongings secure. Homelessness
NSW has also been advised by our members working with victims of family and domestic violence that is
not unknown for women to arrive at a refuge without identification. This is due to the urgency and
subterfuge required to leave their house safely. As such Homelessness NSW believe that provisions
forcing voters to provide identification as they vote could cause some people experiencing
homelessness to be disenfranchised.

Once again, we thank the Committee for allowing us to raise these matters.

Contact in the first place can be made with Digby Hughes, Senior Policy and Research Officer at

Yours sincerely

Tamara Sequeira

Acting CEO
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Being Homeless Doesn't Make You Vote-less

People without a permanent home have the same right to enrol and vote as every other Australian
citizen.

Why should you enrol?
Voting is about having a say on who you think should represent you in Parliament.

You should vote for who you think will make the best decisions on the issues that are important to
you including; housing, hospitals, public transport, employment and education.

In order to vote, you must be enrolled.

How do you enrol?

Enrolment options if you are experiencing homelessness or living in temporary accommodation
include:

No Fixed Address enrolment

If you don’t have access to safe and secure housing you can enrol as an elector with No fixed
address.

As an elector with no fixed address, you enrol for the address where:

m you were last eligible to be enrolled (generally the place where you last lived for at least one
month) or

https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/Enrolment/BeingHomelessDoesntMakeYouVoteless.html 112
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m one of your next of kin is currently enrolled if you have not previously been eligible to be
enrolled or

m where you were born, if neither of the above apply or

m where you have the closest connection if none of the above apply.

If you enrol as an elector with no fixed address and don’t vote at an election, you won’t be fined and
your name will remain on the electoral roll.

Homeless not Voteless - Victorian Electoral Commission

Silent elector enrolment

If you believe that having your address on the electoral roll will put your personal safety or your
family's safety at risk, you can apply to become a Silent elector.

This involves having a statutory declaration signed.

Keeping your enrolment up-to-date

It's important to keep your enrolment details up to date so you remain eligible to vote. If you find a

https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/Enroiment/BeingHomelessDoesntMake YouVoteless.html
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*  permanent place to live, you will need to re-enrol using a standard Enrolment form (PDF, 616kB).

Assisting clients experiencing homelessness to enrol and vote

If you are a service provider working with people experiencing homelessness, the VEC runs a
community program called Homeless not Voteless. This program provides training to homelessness
workers and helps people experiencing homelessness to enrol and vote.

https://www.vec.vic.gov.au/Enrolment/BeingHomelessDoesntMakeYouVoteless. html U
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You can get this information
in different ways

Auslan

Contact the Victorian Electoral Commission

for a DVD in Auslan.

Other languages

Read page 12 to 13.

Fe

Scope’s Communication and Inclusion Resource

s c o P e Centre helped the Victorian Electoral Commission

write this Easy English book. April 2016.

making it happen
For more information about Scope’s

Communication and Inclusion Resource Centre

phone 03 9843 2000 or go to www.scopevic.org.au

Authorised by W. Gately, AM, Electoral Commissioner, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria.

Victorian Electoral Commission



What is in this book?

ALGUL TS DO, cussmnssi vs sssasmsnsns s sammasons 4
What is voting? ......ccooeemiieiiiieeeeeeee 0
Why should | vote? .........coeivieviinnnnnne, -+
Do you Want 10 VOIB ... cuimsmsnes oo srses 6
Voting IS secret ........cccceeveviviiieeeienieeeeeens g
3 L= N N S 8
HOW 10 BNT0] «ccunminmssnmiminamsssasiminasings 9
Where to vote .......oooovvveiiiiiieiiieeeee, 10
MY IDIONMBHEN  asmoseme s 11

How do | get this information in

other languages?........cccoovvivriiriiiiniiieennn. 12

More information.........cccoveieviiiiiiiieeninnes 14
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About this book

This book is for people

« who are homeless

or

« do not have a secure place to live.

It is about

 enrolling to vote

» voting in elections

* voting fines.

Victorian Electoral Commission



What is voting?

An election is when you make a choice about who

is in charge.
To make a choice you need to vote.
All votes are equal.

Voting is your human right.

Why should | vote?

You can help choose who is in government.

The government makes decisions about your

community. For example, about

. health

. schools

. housing.

Australia has 3 types of government.
There is the

. Federal government

. State government

. local council.

Enrolling and voting for people who are homeless




Do you want to vote?

You can vote if you are

1 8 I « an Australian citizen

and

+ aged 18 years or older.

An Australian citizen is a person who was

* born in Australia

or

* born overseas but now lives in Australia.
This person has made a special promise to follow
the laws in Australia. This person has become an

Australian citizen.

Victorian Electoral Commission



T No. You do not want to vote

If you are homeless you do not have to enrol.
You do not have to vote.

You will not get a fine.

You are not sure

Gotopage 5 Why should | vote?

— Yes. You want to vote

p— You need to enrol. This means you need to put

your name on a list.

Voting is secret

You do not have to show anyone your vote.

Enrolling and voting for people who are homeless




Fines

If you have never enrolled or voted

You will not be fined.

We want everyone to enrol to vote.

What if | have a fine for not voting?

Do not panic. Do not ignore it.

« (Call the Victorian Electoral Commission

Ask a community worker to help you.

Victorian Electoral Commission



How to enrol

To enrol get a no fixed address form from
* a community worker

or

» the Victorian Electoral Commission.

You do not need a home address for the form.

Ask someone you know to watch you fill in the form.

For example, a

. friend

. family member
. community worker.

This person needs to be enrolled to vote.

Enrolling and voting for people who are homeless 9



You do not need ID to enrol

Someone who is enrolled to vote in federal

elections can confirm your identity.

If you move into a permanent house you
need a different form.

Talk to your community worker.

Where to vote

You may be able to vote at a homeless service
you use. Ask a community worker about this.

10 Victorian Electoral Commission



My information

When you enrol your name goes on a list. This list

is called an electoral roll.

If you are homeless your address will not go on

the electoral roll.

Who can see the electoral roll?

Anyone can view the electoral roll.

If you enrol using a no fixed address form only

your name will appear on the roll.

Enrolling and voting for people who are homeless
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How do | get this information in
other languages?

E Telephone the number you need

A?ICT (Ambharic)
fNAM MCHC av2% AS NhNHCA%L hCSF NéaT n+ae (03)9209 0190 avgon:

¢ (Arabic)
.(03) 9209 0100 &2l
Bosanski (Bosnian)

Ako su vam potrebne detaljnije informacije i pomo¢ prevodioca, nazovite
(03)9209 0191.

A7 BE2 (Cantonese)
MEFEAMZEE R - 55 (03) 9209 0101 -

Hrvatski (Croatian)
Ako su vam potrebne podrobnije informacije i pomo¢ tumaca,

nazovite (03) 9209 0102.

sId (Dan)

i 5 555 (03) 9209 0193 s el (15l 4s eyl g pin ez 3 S 5 yilimia il glas 43 S
Dinka

Na koor yin Iék juéc ci kek cuiir ku kuoony de athok /raan & thok waaric, yudpé
(03)9209 0119.

EAAnvika (Greek)
Av xpeialeoTe o AeTrTopepeic TTAnpogopies kai Tn BoriBeia diepunvéa,
TAe@wvrioTe oTo (03) 9209 0103.

ltaliano (ltalian)
Se hai bisogno di informazioni piti particolareggiate e dell'assistenza di un
interprete, telefona al (03) 9209 0104.

Eg: (Khmer)

wedsifinagngimmananifinisusg)arfitdadgwignvaiipman,
AIBGIATEIEFUS (03) 9209 01924

12 | Victorian Electoral Commission



For Information in all other languages
telephone 9209 0112

8t=20] (Korean)
o A N4 AHAAY 59 Au) 27 B2 A9 (03)9209 01943 0.2
Aetaia) 7] mrghc

MakegoHcku (Macedonian)
AKO cakarte nogeranHu uHopmar MM 1 NOMOLL CO NpesBeayBaY jaBeTe ce Ha
(03) 9209 0105.

R4 (Mandarin)
MR BEFEMFTERAELFER B, EH (03) 9209 0106.

s« L (Persian)
S (i3 (03)9209 0195 5_led 43 Wl 53 (a1 pa sle Sy SaS by i Jusia cile Nl K

Pycckuii (Russian)
Ecnu Bam HyxHa bonee nogpobHas nHgopmaums u nomMoLlb nepeBoaquka,
TO NO3BOHUTE No Homepy (03) 9209 0196.

Cpncku (Serbian)
Ako cy Bam notpebHe getarsHuje uHopmauuje n nomoh Tymaya, no3osure
(03) 9209 0107.

Soomaali (Somali)
Haddii aad u baahan tahay macluumaad faahfaahsan oo intaas ka badan iyo
caawimada mutarjumka, wac (03) 9209 0108.

Espariol (Spanish)
Si necesita informacion mas detallada y la asistencia de un intérprete, llame al
teléfono (03) 9209 0109.

Tirkge (Turkish)
Daha ayrintili bilgi edinmek istemeniz ve bir gevirmene gerek duymaniz
durumunda, (03)9209 0110 numaral telefonu arayin.

Viét-nglr (Vietnamese)

Néu quy vi can thém thdng tin chi tiét va sy giGp d& cla théng dich vién, hay dién
thoai s6 (03) 9209 0111.

Enrolling and voting for people who are homeless 13



More information

Ask your community worker

Contact us

You can get more information from the

Victorian Electoral Commission.

Website www.vec.vic.gov.au

Email info@vec.vic.gov.au

Postal address
Victorian Electoral Commission,
Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne 3000

Phone
131 832
+ 61 3 8620 1100 (from outside Victoria)

If you are deaf or have a hearing or speech

— impairment phone National Relay Service
NATIONAL

RELAY[ 133 677 and ask for 03 8620 1100.

SERVICE, )
(/ y For speech-to-speech relay phone 1300 555 727

and ask for 03 8620 1100.

14 Victorian Electoral Commission
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© State of Victoria (Victorian Electoral Commission) 2016.

This work, Easy English Guide, is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
Non-Derivatives 4.0 licence (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/).

You are free to share this work under that licence, on the condition that you do

not change any content and you credit the State of Victoria (Victorian Electoral
Commission) as author and comply with the other licence terms. The licence does
not apply to any branding, including Government logos or the Easy English icon.
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Other Easy English Guides

available from the VEC: e

» Vote in Local Council Attendance Elections

* \Vote in Local Council Postal Elections

» Vote in the Melbourne City Council
Postal Elections

» Vote in Victorian State Elections

Address all enquiries to the Victorian Electoral Commission,
Level 11, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000

OO
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