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To whom it may concern,  

My name is Sarah Nolet and I work in the AgTech innovation space, via my company AgThentic. 

I work with urban and regional entrepreneurs, as well as industry and government, to support 

innovation in the food and agriculture system in Australia.  

There has been a surge of accelerators and similar innovation models recently (SproutX, Rocket 

Seeder, GrowLab, etc.), including increasing interest in regional and rural models. I think theses 

models have huge potential and the momentum is fantastic.  

However, I am concerned about the lack of coordination between these models. Especially for 

rural and regional co-working spaces and other resources for entrepreneurs, collaboration and 

connectivity with national (and international) experts is crucial to success.  

I therefore see a critical role for the NSW government in driving collaboration and coordination 

between the various entities emerging. This might be as simple as a website that showcases 

what is out there (and what is/isn't working); or, a more involved effort such as convening events 

or a platform for shared content and resources across different rural and regional support models 

and entrepreneurs.  

Successful innovation ecosystems, like Silicon Valley where I'm from, or Cambridge, Mass where 

I studied, are fueled by cross-sector collaboration. Yes, competition is key; but the government 

especially can focus on building the whole ecosystem, rather than promoting any one entity.  

Finally, when funding programs are made available from the government, they need to be 

friendly for SMEs (including startups) to apply for. The idea that a whole industry has emerged to 

do grant writing, is ridiculous and counter productive.  

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to seeing the output of this inquiry and associated 

efforts.  

 

-Sarah Nolet  

CEO/Founder, AgThentic (www.agthentic.com) 
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