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QUAD BIKES 
 
Background 
 
The College recognises the seriousness and frequency of injuries caused by riding Quad Bikes.  
Internationally there is increasing concern regarding fatal and serious incidents involving Quad Bikes. 
Australian mortality data indicate there were 11 fatalities for children under 14 years (66 in total for all 
age ranges) between 1989 and 19921 and 17 between 2000 and 20052. New Zealand experienced 2 
ATV fatalities and one 2-wheeler fatality in the year to June 20063. Australian Hospital data suggests 
they are responsible for 8-11% of all on-farm injuries1. Rollover of the vehicle was associated with 
largest number of fatalities (39%) with head injuries occurring in 24% of cases2.  In cases where the 
slope of the ground at the accident site was recorded, 69% of those accidents occurred on a steep 
slope, evidence for the instability of the Quad Bike2. 

 
Position 

The College recommends that: 

1. Public awareness of the problems associated with the use of Quad Bikes be raised, with 
particular reference to: 

• The instability of Quad Bikes 
• The dangers associated with children using Quad Bikes 
• Restriction of their use by the under-16 age group 
• The severity of injury of the head, spine, chest and pelvis associated with their use.  
• Limitation of speed  to less than 55 km / hr 
• Restriction to use off public roads. 
• Use only in situations where  risk of collision with another vehicle is removed 
 
2. The use of helmets for riders is strongly recommended. Until an appropriate helmet specific to the 

use of Quad Bikes is developed, the use of AS NZS 3838 (2006) helmets for horse riding and 
horse related activities is suggested.  

3. Research towards the design of an appropriate helmet for Quad Bike use is promoted. 

4. Information on the safe use and dangers of Quad Bikes be available and promoted at point of 
sale. 

5. Research into the design and development of Quad Bikes which allow for roll over protection be 
encouraged. 

6. Consideration be given to the mandatory provision  of speed limiters 

7. A requirement for training of workers who operate Quad Bikes to ensure competency and 
knowledge of safety measures. 

8. Information is provided to users of Quad Bikes, as to the most appropriate use of forms of 
transport for particular tasks. 

9. Removal from sale 3-wheel ATVs [trikes] 4. 
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