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Mr Jonathan O’'Dea MP

Chair

Public Accounts Committee
Parliament of New South Wales
Macquarie Street ‘
Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Mr O'Dea

| am writing in response to your request that NSW Commission for Children and Young
People provide a submission outlining the action taken in response to the Auditor-General's
report on the Working With Children Check (the Check). | have enclosed a summary of the
recommendations and the action taken to implement them.

The Commission has implemented all the recommendations of the report. | reported this to
the Auditor-General in February 2011.

The recommendations and findings of the Auditor-General’s report have provided strategic
direction to the work of the Commission, providing many benefits to the community.

The Commission has implemented an enhanced education, monitoring and audit program
which targets child-related sectors at high risk of non compliance with the Working With
Children Check.

Several of the Auditor-General's findings and recommendations can be implemented only
through legislative change. The former Minister for Youth commenced a review of the
Commission’s legislation in 2010 following the Auditor-General's Audit Report. The Minister
for Citizenship and Communities, the Hon Victor Dominello MP tabled the Report of this
review on 2 August 2011. The recommendations of the review will, if implemented, deliver
the changes indicated by the Auditor-General.

The Commission is working with an interagency committee to plan the changes that will be
required if the review's recommendations are adopted.

The full cost of implementing the recommendations is yet to be determined as the changes
to legislation require significant changes to the structure and focus of the Commission.
| would be happy to provide additional information if you require it.

Yours sincerely

Jigark o

Megan Mitchell
Commissioner
3 [July 2011

Encl: Table of recommendations and responses

Department of Education and Communities Commission for Children and Young People
Level 2, 407 Elizabeth Street, Surry Hills NSW 2010 Tel +612 9286 7276 Fax +612 9286 7267 www.kids.nsw.gov.au
ABN 13 078 452 725
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