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incidents of illegal dumping.  These measures have been successful and contributed to a 
reduction in the incidents of illegal dumping.

In response to the key items outlined in the terms of reference, I provide the following 
comments:

a) The health and safety risk posed by inadequate management and 
disposal of waste, overgrowth and excess vegetation and odour.  

The satisfactory management and disposal of waste is fundamental.  Illegal disposal of 
materials can lead to land degradation, destroy local bushland, decrease biodiversity 
value and thwart revegetation.  Further, materials found to be illegally dumped can alter 
the normal drainage course of runoff that may lead to flooding and erosion if and when 
the materials block local creeks, stormwater drains and gutters.  Inadequate 
management and disposal of waste may endanger human health.

Council staff currently deals with overgrown and excess vegetation through the Orders 
provisions (section 124) of the Local Government Act where the vegetations is deemed 
to be a risk to public health and safety. To meet this requirement, the property needs to 
be either determined to have the potential to harbour vermin or be a fire risk.

b) The effectiveness of current regulatory arrangements and powers to 
compel clean ups on private land and manage derelict buildings.

The Hills Shire Council investigates incidents of illegal landfill.  
Depending on the circumstances of the incident Council may take enforcement action 
against person/s who have transported or allowed the material to be dumped.  In these 
circumstances Council will seek the removal from the person/s responsible as soon as 
practicable.

Under the Protection of the Environment Operations Act, 1997 Council can issue a clean-
up notice, an on the spot fine or prosecute an offender in the Local Court. For more 
serious offences, offenders can be prosecuted in the Land and Environment Court.

 The current legislation, in particular powers to issue Clean Up Notices is 
adequate.

 Improved measures are required for the tracking of contaminated waste from 
building/demolitions sites.

It is believed that the establishment and maintenance of a state-wide database recording 
the incidence of illegal dumping and persons of interest may reduce the volume of illegal 
dumping and allow Council to target persons and/or locations.  This database should 
identify hot-spot locations, analyse trends in dumping patterns across the region/state, 
produce detailed reports on typical activities and behaviours as well as the nature and 
quantity of materials dumped, and provide intelligence to inform future enforcement or 
deterrence strategies for Councils. It is critical that this information be shared amongst 
Councils.  

The removal of waste, in particular asbestos, is in part regulated by the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 through conditions of Development Consent.  These 
conditions are aimed at ensuring the safe removal and management of asbestos affected 
structures. However, as the appointment of a Principal Certifying Authority for a 
development is competitive with the private sector, Council staff are not in a position to 
effectively monitor the safe removal of asbestos.  Concern is raised as to whether these 
conditions are being adequately enforced by Private Certifiers.






