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Mr Jonathan O'Dea MP

Chair

Legislative Assembly Public Accounts Committee
Parliament of New South Wales

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr O'Dea

| am writing in response to your letter regarding the Public Accounts Committee’s request for the
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) to provide a submission detailing how the EPA has actioned
recommendations made by the Auditor General in the Performance Audit Report no. 228 on Managing
Gifts and Benefits.

Attached to this letter is the EPA’s submission, in the required format, detailing how the EPA has actioned
those recommendations.

Since the audit report, the EPA has undertaken initiatives to improve the way in which staff report gifts and
benefits on its register and to update current policies. A major staff awareness program has been
undertaken, including Fraud and Corruption Prevention Training for over 220 EPA staff presented by
Independent Commission Against Corruption and information sessions for all other staff.

The EPA will continue to ensure that it meets its obligations regarding the ethical conduct of its staff
including the acceptance of gifts and benefits.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further information reiardinf the EPA'’s response to the

ﬁiili Riiort on Manaﬁini Gifts and Benefits. | can be contacted on or

Yours sincerely

BARRY BUFFIER
Chair and CEO
Environment Protection Authority

Enclosure

cc. Minister for Environment and Heritage

PO Box A290 Sydney South NSW 1232
59-61 Goulburn St Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: (02) 9995 5000 Fax: (02) 9995 5999
TTY (02) 9211 4723
ABN 43 692 285 758
www.epa.nsw.gov.au
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

ACCEPTED H m.qw.“cam zmmnozmdﬂ_m__._i
RECOMMENDATION OR ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN DUE DATE | |(completed,on - (Section of agency
REJECTED track, delayed) responsible for
and COMMENT implementation)
An addendum for the EPA was written to incorporate the February 2013 | Complete. Stakeholder
recommendations, which was annexed to the policy. Engagement and
The addendum was placed on the intranet site for staff use, and a Governance Branch.
staff notice was sent to all staff regarding the new addendum.
a) The EPA addendum states:
‘the definition of a gift also includes:
e Gift vouchers
e  Shares, and
e Other monetary equivalents.
The EPA prohibits the acceptance of such gifts.
The EPA also prohibits the acceptance of bonus gifts for agency
purchases of any value for personal use.”
b)  The EPA addendum states: February 2013 | Complete. Stakeholder
EPA staff are required to record all gifts or benefits on the EPA’s Gift Engagement and
and Benefits Register that are $30 or more irrespective of whether Governance Branch.
they are accepted or declined.
A flow chart appears in the addendum to step the user through this
process.
c) The EPA addendum states: February Complete. Stakeholder
2013 Engagement and

The EPA also prohibits the acceptance of bonus gifts for agency
purchases of any value for personal use.”

Governance Branch.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE
ACCEPTED ; w_d_.,._,mw_% . Mmm_u..o_,_w_m:._?
RECOMMENDATION OR ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN DUEDATE | 120Ret (ectianaf agency
aE track, delayed) responsible for
AECTED and COMMENT | implementation)
3 | The EPA improves its gifts and benefits register Accepted a) The EPA has worked with OEH to update the EPA Gifts and February 2013 | Complete. Stakeholder
by: Benefits Register to record information regarding the Engagement and
a) Requiring the recording the relationship of relationship of the gift-giver to the recipient, and record “conflict Governance Branch.
the gift-giver to the recipient, reason for the of interest”. The “reason” was already in the existing register
gift and the potential conflict of interest
b)  Providing additional guidance on the Accepted b)  The EPA addendum to the OEH Gifts and Benefits policy February 2013 | Complete. Stakeholder
information required to record the gift/benefit includes guidance on the recording of the additional information, Engagement and
namely relationship of the gift-giver to the recipient, reason for Governance Branch.
the gift and the potential conflict of interest.
c) Conducting reviews to engage compliance Accepted c)  The EPA has used the ICAC training sessions and also staff August 2014 On track. Stakeholder
with the policy and procedures. information sessions to gauge compliance with the Gifts and Engagement and

Benefits policy and to increase awareness of staff obligations
under the policy, thus increasing compliance with the policy.

Governance Branch.
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