New South Wales
DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

DGO09/116

Mr. Paul MclLeay \

Chair - § FEB 2004
Public Accounts Committee

Legisiative Assembly

Parliament of New South Wales

Macguarie Street

Sydney NSW-20

Dear MrN 'bLeay
-~

Thank you for your letter of 12 November 2008 concerning the Auditor-General's

Report on Improving Efficiency of Irrigation Water Use on Farms and your request

for a submission detailing the departmental response to the report and any actions

{o date.

NSW Department of Primary Industries welcomed the Auditor-Generals
Performance Review as an opportunity for an independent assessment of the
effectiveness of a key element of the department's activities. The findings of the
report have proved invaluable in enhancing the understanding of and the benefits
achieved through the department’s activities to meet State Plan goals for water
resources through the unique combination of research, extension and education.

The conduct of the Review by the Auditor-General was thorough and well
researched. The willingness of the Auditor-General's staff to travel throughout New
South Wales allowed for valuable front line interaction with those who deliver and
receive the department’s services and programs for improving water use efficiency
on irrigated farms. | commend the Auditor-General for allowing this degree of
involvement and first hand assessment.

I have attached as requested a completed summary table of progress against each
of the Auditor-Generals Recommendations. If you require any further assistance
with your review please contact Mr Stephen Elliott, Policy Manager on 02 6391
3640.

Yours sincerely

DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Level &, 207 Elizabeth Street SYDNEY NSW 2000 PO Box K220 Haymarket NSW 1240
Telephone (02) 82893999 facsimile {02} 9283 7201 Welsite wwiw.dpi,Asw.qov.au
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