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Standing Committee on Public Works
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear SirfMadam

SUBMISSION TO THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY’S STANDING COMMITTEE
ON PUBLIC WORKS INQUIRY INTO THE EFFECTS OF GRAFFITI ON PUBLIC
INFRASTRUCTURE

Council appreciates being offered the opportunity to submit to this inguiry. Council
would like to offer the following information and looks forward to receiving in the
Committee’s findings. Council is still at the stage of developing a range of strategies
on graffiti.

In response to the Committee’s particular interests: The economic impact to the
community is significant, with estimated costs to Council in 2008 of $359,000 for
graffiti and other associated vandalism.

Fairfield City Council does not currently have an endorsed strategic policy on graffiti,
although it is evaluating the cost and effect of the various programmes, methods
and materials being used to address the challenges faced in this area. Council is
coordinating graffiti removal programmes using contracted experts in this field.

Council is looking at alternative approaches to dealing with graffiti, including murals
and street art as a way of engaging young people, while enhancing the visual
amenity of appropriate locations within the local government area. Council
participated in the Attorney Generals beat graffiti scheme to produce aerosol art
murals at locations such as the Bonnyrigg Skate Park. These programmes
successfully engaged young people with respected aerosol artists. The long term
effect on reduction of graffiti is currently being monitored. (Please see attached)
Funding for such projects is beneficial as a pilot program and assists in developing
ongoing management of this issue.

Council uses a variely of sacrificial and non-sacrificial coatings over a variety of
existing building materials in an effort to reduce the damage and use of chemical
removers. In addition, Council advocates the use of an environmentally sensitive
approach and a strict adherence to OHS regarding all aspects of its graffiti removal
programmes.
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| trust this information is of assistance. Should you require any further information
regarding this matter, please contact William Manners, Civil Assets Engineer on (02)
9725 0389

Yours faithfully

Deborah Sandars
Executive Manager City Services

Encl.
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News

Less graffiti mess visible in city

By Stacey Vanoska

VIHLUMITERS dlanned goves,
picked np their bocsals ard rags
and gatte work an Sunday seolb
ing oLt Unsighty sorawd al
“prallin holspots™ in Edanzer Park
Cartamar, Fairfield and Yillawenod,
Thes vohunteces were participants
o Avsbealiats fivst Graflit fotion
Doy, an avent anganised Ly lhe
FEW Allpmey-Ganaral's office.

Graffit art allowed: Siman Grima, ownar of Ban 1'-ngf_1,T3,rrr~s
liasa dilferent approach to grafliv, Hehas allowed grafili
mnirals o the side wall of his business far several years. He
recenthy worked with Fairfield Council 1o cornmission (s
artviark to promote the Bring It Ont yauth festival held at
Fairficld Showsround last manth,

Fee.

Plefure: Wesley Lonesgan

Fairfiek! Coured also got nn
Loard alter recngaising that the
rapn removal of gralit helped to
[t hunghes garfiniin affacted
e atians,

Tne counci initiated tha Grallili
Faire Qut Pragrar in garinerships
witl the Deparment of lovenile
Juslice, The prograrm gets vouths
T praind over existing graflit,
reduning vandalism at parks anc
ather gublic facililies,

P
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Attorney-General Jahn Hal-
satergos tanked the volunlgems
for helping Lo maks e inaugur]
Grafliti dction Day & suecoss,

“Everetindy who rodled up their
aleeyves and lent o hand on
Sunclavy far Graffin Action Day
showedd raal pride in their local
aomimunity,” he said,

"They pitcked in e mahe their
neignouriods cleaner and saier
paces tn live and sont o clear
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message tn gratfitl vandals that
theyve had enough

Residents are encouraged to
notify Fairfield Council of
problem graffiti locations:
9725 0222,

Do vews hiave a prohiem
with praffiti?
Tellus onling.

Lz,




Bolivia Park Mural (2004)

A specific success story of an aerosol art project is the Bolivia Park mural
painted in 2004. The mural was created by the Youth Team of Cabramatta
Community Centre in partnership with Council. ‘Spice' was the mural artist
and she worked with local young people.

The design process involved liaising with Simon, the owner of the shop wall
on which the mural was painted:

s Simon proposed the idea of 'peace’ and 'nature’, and wanted to
enhance the positive community activities which happen in the park,
such as daily tai chi.

* The owner reviewed the concepts prepared by Spice and endorsed the
final design.

= The owner referred to the existing murals of trees/gardens/birds in
Ashfield Town Centre as his desired approach for a design.

The mural was painted in 2004. In the six years that it was on display, it had
never been tagged (building renovations in early 2010 meant that the mural
was demolished). It is important to note that the principles of the project which
lead to its success, and which would be used in future Council projects, are:

= A respectful, collaborative process which involves the business owner
= The project was facilitated by a respected aerosol artist.







