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Dear Mr Alpin
Inquiry into Driver and Road User Distraction

Thank you for your invitation on 6 March 2012 to provide a submission to the Committee’s
Inquiry into Driver and Road User Distraction.

The function of the Australian Transport Safety Bureau (ATSB) is to improve safety and public
confidence in the aviation, marine and rail modes of transport through excellence in:

e independent investigation of transport accidents and other safety occurrences;
o safety data recording, analysis and research; and
o fostering safety awareness, knowledge and action.

Accordingly, the ATSB does not conduct investigations or research into road safety matters,
with the exception of some investigations into collisions at level crossings between road
vehicles and trains. The topic of road vehicle driver distraction associated with mobile phone
use was cited in one of the ATSB’s investigation reports (reference 1).

Distraction in a broader sense has been cited in several of the ATSB’s investigations, and a
summary of these types of distractions was provided in a 2005 research report (2). However,
distraction associated with mobile phone use or similar factors in the aviation, rail or marine
industry in Australia has been relatively rare, with only a few known cases (for example, 3 and
4).

The ATSB had a road safety research and analysis function up until March 2008. At that time,
the function transferred to the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development
and Local Government (now known as the Department of Infrastructure and Transport). As
well as producing reports on road safety statistics, the Department’s road safety section also
published reports associated with driver distraction prior to and after 2008 (5 and 6).
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The ATSB is also aware that many research reports associated with road user distraction
have been published by other organisations (for example, 7 and 8).

Although the ATSB has not been able to directly address your terms of reference, | hope the
information we have provided is of assistance to your inquiry.

Yours sincerely

Martin Dolan
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