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SUBMISSION TO THE STAYSAFE COMMITTEE BY PETER VAN DEN BERG 

 

My submission concerns the attitude of, predominantly, drivers of motor 
vehicles towards cyclists. 

I am a driver of a motor vehicle myself averaging approximately 20,000 kms 
per annum over the last 10 years and during this period incurred one traffic 
violation for exceeding the speed limit by less than 10 kms/hr. 

I also ride a bicycle, including regularly commuting to work in East Sydney from 

my residence in Belrose prior to my retirement earlier this year. During the last 

10 years I averaged 6,500 kms/annum on a bicycle. Since the late 1980’s I have 

ridden well in excess of 100,000 kms on a bicycle and have been involved in 

one serious accident in late 2008 when an unsupervised dog ran into my path 

causing me to fall. I was hospitalised for 3 weeks. My full recovery took nearly 

3 months. 

Over the years, congestion on Sydney roads has increased the tolerance of 

motorists towards cyclist. The daily frustration of lengthy delays travelling from 

A to B is vented on other road users and cyclists are an easier target than other 

motorists. Unfair treatment indeed as other motorists and traffic lights would 

cause far more delays than the number of cyclists currently using major 

arteries during peak hour. One would suspect that tolerance towards others is 

less and less and human nature tends to pick on the vulnerable when 

something is placed in their way. 

Education would be one way of improving this and I wonder how much 

emphasis is placed on the rights of cyclists when learner drivers are taught? 

How many questions in the test to obtain a driver’s licence relate to situations 

involving cyclists? To obtain a licence one is required to pass a test in road 



rules and driving skills. Is that enough? It seems to me that some people 

should not be allowed behind the wheel of a car period. Eg habitual offenders, 

people that drive without a licence, unregistered vehicles etc. The punishment 

meted out to such offenders appears far too lenient. 

Attached hereto is an article and editorial from today,s Manly Daily, the 

contents of which speaks for itself. I was involved in a similar incident years 

ago when I was tailgated by a concrete pumping truck on a road with 3 lanes 

and early in the morning when there was plenty of opportunity to move in 

another lane to pass me. When the truck finally did pass me, I was sprayed by 

an identified liquid. 

Round-a-bouts in suburban back streets and speed humps are areas when 

extra vigilance is required. Often drivers will speed past at the last moment 

and then brake right in front of you as they are going too fast. Why do they not 

stay behind until the traffic “barrier” has been passed? I have experienced 

drivers going through a round-a-bout on the right hand side as they were too 

impatient to stay behind me!!. I have had beer cans thrown at me, one is 

yelled at and all for no apparent reason. 

The press does not always help much either. Often one will read about “lycra 

clad people” when writing about cyclists as if it is some kind of sin. Rather 

biased especially as one considers that for people to be clad in the same outfit 

starts at primary schools with the wearing of school uniforms, so what is so 

unusual about cyclist wearing gear that is comfortable? 

Hopefully the foregoing observations assist in some small way to improve road 

safety in general but for cyclists in particular. 

Peter van den Berg 






