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The Hon Jonathan O'Dea, MP
Chair

Public Accounts Committee
Parliament of New South Wales
Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

28 JUN 201

Dear Mr O'Dea
Repeat Recommendations of the Auditor General’s 2012 Financial Audits

| refer to your letter of 17 May 2013 in which you request that | provide the Public
Accounts Committee with a submission outlining my Department’s response to the
Auditor General’'s 2012 recommendation in relation to Victims Compensation.

In October 2012, Cabinet approved the replacement of the Victims Compensation
Scheme to a new financially sustainable model called the Victims Support Scheme.

The Victims Support Services Bill was introduced into Parliament on 7 May 2013 to
legislate for a victims’ compensation scheme which will focus upon the ongoing support
and treatment of victims with minimal reliance upon lump sum payments.

The bill was passed in both Houses of Parliament on 30 May 2013 and assented to on 3
June 2013 establishing the Victims Rights and Support Act 2013 No 37 (VRSA).

In addition to the above measures Treasury will provide my Department with a further
one-off Grant of $130million, in equal instalments, across the 2013-14 and 2014-15
financial years to fund the unresolved claims that were lodged under the old
compensation scheme. This will extinguish the backlog of claims.

The Victims Support Scheme is designed within the budget to provide fast and effective
payment of matters and to minimise the risk of any potential backlog.

| am enclosing a copy of my Department’s response.

Yours sincerely

aurie Glanfie
Director General
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