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DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING

MANAGING DIRECTOR OF TAFE NSW . NEW SOUTH WALRS
DEPARTMENT

OF EDUCATION
AND TRAINING

Early Childhoed and Primary Education
Secondary Education

Technlcal and Further Education
Vocational Education and Training

Higher Education

Adult and Community Education
Mr Paul McLeay RML 09/32
Chair DGL 08/2669
Legislative Assembly

Public Accounts Committee
Parliament of New South Wales
Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr McLeay

| write in response to your letter of 8 December 2008 regarding the Auditor-
General's Report Ageing Workforce — Teachers. | note that you also wrote o Verity
Firth, Minister for Education and Training, regarding this matter. The Minister has
asked me to respond on her behalf. -

Please find attached a copy of the table of recommendations and the NSW
Department of Educatiori and Training's advice as to the acceptance or otherwise of
the recommendations and where applicable proposed actions.

The Department accepted the majority of recommendations and has provided an
explanation where a recommendation has not been accepted.

In terms of the audit process whilst the Department was confident that it had in place
effective strategies to manage the ageing teacher workforce, the audit process was
a valuable opportunity to reflect on its workforce planning processes and strategies
to mitigate potential teacher shortages. In addition the audit confirmed for the
Department that proposed strategies, for example opportunities for increased lacal
selection and the implementation of Phased Retirement Guidelines, were steps in
the right direction.

A general comment in relation to the recommendations is that the same
recommendations were made for both the TAFE and school sectors of the
Department which didn't recognise the significantly different factors that drive the
operations and contexts of TAFE and school teachers. [n implementing the
recommendations, as appropriate, the Department of course had to consider these
differences.

Finally, the Department appreciated the professional and collaborative approach af
the staff of the Audit Office to the conduct of this audit.

* Level 2, 35 Bridge Street + Sydney NSW 2000 + GPO Box 33 ~ Sydney NSW 200] =
» talephone 02 9561 8000 - facsimile 02 9561 8465 » www.detnsw.edv.au »
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Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact Ms
Trish Kelly, General Manager, Human Resources on telephone number 9561 8523,

Yours sincerely

Michael Coutts-Tratter
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING
MANAGING DIRECTOR OF TAFE NSW

i }p March 2009
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