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The Chair
Public Accounts Committee,
Parliament House,
Macquarie Street, Sydney NSW 2000

5 September 2013

By email: pac@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Dear Chair,

Cogeneration and trigeneration in New South Wales

Sustainable Business Australia (SBA) welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to
the Committee into cogeneration and trigeneration in New South Wales.

Context
We understand the context of the installation and operation of trigeneration and
cogeneration in NSW as follows:
• Cogeneration and trigeneration are proven technologies that are building market

momentum and, with the right thermal demand and economic and regulatory
environment, can be expected to provide sizeable demand management
opportunities.

• Cogeneration is readily available technology that is about 80% more efficient than
conventional, coal powered energy generation, produces 60% less carbon emissions
and can be fuelled by natural gas and renewable fuels1.

• Trigeneration and cogeneration can also present opportunities such as addressing
the issue of rising peak demand, which is a major driver for the current $9 billion per
annum of network infrastructure spending.2

• Cogeneration and trigeneration is arguably most attractive at sites or precincts with
a large baseload heating and/or cooling demand. Potential users of cogeneration
and trigeneration include:

o hospitals and health facilities
o hotels, cinemas and hospitality venues
o industrial / manufacturing facilities, such as brewing, sugar refining, oil

refining, metals processing, pulp and paper, steel and chemical plants
o food processing3

o government offices of local, state and federal agencies
o multi-‐dwelling residential
o educational facilities, universities and TAFE
o commercial, multi retail and missed use commercial

                                                
1 Clean Energy Council website [accessed 14 August 2013]
2 Productivity Commission 2013, Electricity Network Regulatory Frameworks, Report No. 62, 9 April 2013, Canberra, pg
505; New South Wales. Parliament. Legislative Assembly. Public Accounts Committee. Report on the economics of
energy generation, Report 6/55 – November 2012, at 10.63
3 AMPC, MLA; Economic and technical potential for cogeneration in industry, December 2010





Who is SBA ?

Sustainable Business Australia (SBA) is the leading Australian business peak body and
think-‐tank promoting the business role in a just and sustainable world.

SBA is a national, Sydney-‐based not-‐for-‐profit, non-‐partisan business membership
association that represents a range of organisations, drawn from all sectors and
industries. With our unique, cutting-‐edge network, we conduct relevant business
forums and seminars on key and current issues each year, attracting leading keynote
speakers and panellists that include SBA members from sectors relevant to the topic at
the time.

SBA is also the Secretariat for the Businesses for a Cleaner Economy (BCE) Initiative,
that began 2011 comprising major Australian and international corporations and
representative associations operating across the Australian economy that strongly
support the introduction of a well designed carbon price to support Australia’s transition
to a low-‐carbon economy.

In addition, SBA is the Australian delivery partner of the United Nations Environmental
Programme Financial Initiative.

Our comprehensive membership includes Abergeldie Complex Infrastructure, ARUP,
Australian Ethical Investors, Australian Sustainable Business Group, Australian Meat
Processors Corporation, Brickworks Limited, the Council of the City of Sydney, David
Jones Limited, the Environmental Planning Law Association of NSW, ERM, General
Electric, Greening Australia, IKEA, LJ Hooker, the National Australia Bank Limited,
Parsons Brinckerhoff, Object Consulting, Purves Environmental Fund, and Sinclair Knight
Merz. And through our MoU with the community organisation, APEX Australia, we
provide support for capacity building and knowledge transfer on sustainability to its
33,000 members across Australia.














