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A reduction in numbers of ethical breeders and with them the loss of a valuable
source of knowledge and assistance in the promotion of responsible pet ownership
and an increase in the incidence of poorly bred and unhealthy cats and kittens:

The proliferation of unethical breeders - people want and benefit from ownership of
companion animals and if they cannot buy from registered breeders they will buy
from other, less reputable sources:

The devastation of breed lines, the reduction of gene pools with an associated
increase in genetic defects and perhaps even the loss of pedigree breeds: and

A significant negative impact both economically and socially.

In summary we believe that continuing and collaborative education initiatives — involving cat
registering organisations such as NSW CFA Inc, the buying public, local councils,
government and cat welfare agencies and breeders - and encouraging membership with
registering bodies such as NSW CFA Inc, where good breeding practises can be and are
monitored and the likelihood of buyers purchasing from unethical breeders is reduced, are
the methods most likely to result in the long term improvement in the welfare of companion
animals.
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COMPANION ANIMALS BREEDING STANDARDS

ANIMAL WELFARE STANDARDS

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979 (POCTA)
Breeding Code covers various issues, including:
breeding and rearing, animal housing, food and water,
cleaning, animal health, veterinary care.

It requires that breeding females have no more than
two litters in any two year period, unless with written
approval of a veterinary practitioner.

The Breeding Code requires that pups not be
separated from their litter or lactating mother until
they are seven weeks old, and that they not be
re-homed before they are eight weeks.

POCTA Pet Shop Code applies to pups sold through
pet stores and sets out other requirements, including
transport, animal housing, hygiene and animal health.

POCTA sets out strict animal welfare standards for all
animals, including cruelty, failure to feed and shelter
requirements.

Fines of up to $110,000 or two years imprisonment
apply for the mistreatment of animals.

REGISTERED BREEDING

FEMALE DOG
LITTER OF PUPS

V

PUPS SOLD OR KEPT
BY OWNER

V

ADULT DOG

V

TRACING, IDENTIFICATION
STANDARDS

Adult dog (with limited exceptions) registered with
Office of Local Government.

Pups must be microchipped by 12 weeks of age or
when sold or given away, whichever happens first.
Maximum penalty of $880 for non-compliance.

A range of information is collected including owner
information and location of animal.

Pups need to be registered before they are six months
of age. Further information is collected, including
whether the animal is desexed, new owner details

(if changed) and contact details — maximum penalty
$5500 for non-compliance.

It is the ongoing responsibility of the current
owners to maintain details on the registry, including
whether the animal has died, been sold or
transferred to a new owner.
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