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Chair

Public Accounts Committee

Legislative Assembly

Parliament of NSW

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr O'Dea

| write in response to your letter of 26 June 2014, regarding the Auditor-General's
Performance Audit Report No. 226: The impact of the Raised School Leaving Age
(your reference: D14/15874).

The Department of Education and Communities has successfully addressed a
number of the recommendations and is working towards the full implementation of all
agreed actions by 2016.

The Department’s response to the questions raised by the Public Accounts
Committee is enclosed.

The Department remains committed to delivering quality service that meets the
needs of students and their school communities, and to identifying and sharing new
approaches by government schools to meet the needs of older students.

Yours sincerely

Dr Michele Bruniges AM
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Follow-up of the Auditor-General’s Performance Audits September 2012-March 2013
Report No 226: The impact of the Raised School Leaving Age

1. The Committee noted that you have referred the Auditor-General’s
recommendation that the Department should collect data from school principals
on student destinations after Year 10 and report annually on the alternate
pathways chosen to your Project Control Group for consideration. The Committee
considers that this recommendation is particularly important as it is designed to
determine where students whether students (sic) who leave school before age 17
are participating in an approved activity, as required by the Education Act 1990.
The Committee therefore requests the following information:

Has the Department formally accepted this recommendation?

The Department has not formally accepted this recommendation as it has no
responsibility under the requirements of the Education Act 1990 (the Act) to monitor
students on all approved pathways, including those in full-time work. There is no
power for a principal to monitor students who are no longer enrolled at their school.

After completing Year 10 a student must remain at school, participate in approved
education or training, or engage in full time work (or a combination of work and
approved education or training). Where a student who has completed Year 10
provides evidence to the principal that they are taking up an option allowable under
the Education Act other than school, they are free to leave school. Compliance with
the requirements of the Education Act is then the responsibility of the student and his
or her parents. It is not possible for the school to monitor this ongoing compliance.

Where the student's circumstances change (for example by withdrawing from a TAFE
course or losing employment), there is a three month period to re-establish
compliance (for example by getting another job, or re-engaging with approved
education or training). If this does not occur then the student would have to return to
school.

The Department has no powers or resources to determine whether people of
compulsory school age in general are compliant with the Act if they are not enrolled in
a school. This information is usually reported to it through other agencies or members
of the community. This also applies to children who have not yet enrolled in school for
the first time and for children who pursue education in the non-government sector, by
home schooling or who satisfy compulsory schooling requirements other than by
attending school.

Schools keep local records of student attendance. The Department and the Board of
Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards (BOSTES) keep records of school
students enrolled in vocational education courses.

What were the outcomes of the 2013 data collection referred to in the
Department’s submission?

The Department on behalf of the then NSW Board of Vocational Education and
Training commissioned the University of Melbourne to study the expectations and
destinations of NSW senior secondary students in 2013 across all sectors. The
research looked at and evaluated a range of strategic drivers behind the



engagement, attainment and post school destinations of students in 250 government
and non-government schools in NSW. The research involved:

e telephone interviews with 5,819 students entered in Years 10, 11 or 12 with the
then Board of Studies in 2012

e telephone interviews with 2,500 of their parents

e an online survey of 3,100 teachers at the sampled schools.

The 2013 study updated and extended an earlier study undertaken in 2010.

The report on the study has been considered by the NSW Skills Board and presented
at a policy forum of education, training and industry stakeholders. The report is
expected to be published on the Skills Board website by the end of July.

¢ Will a destinations survey be conducted in 2014?

Yes. The Department, through its Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation, has
commissioned an independent research centre to conduct a survey in 2014 of the
post-school destinations of 2013 senior secondary students.

o Where will the results of future destinations surveys be published?

A report on the 2014 survey results is expected to be made available on the websites
of the NSW Skills Board and the Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation.

2. The Committee was pleased to hear that the Department implemented the
Auditor-General’s recommendation that it review the School Attendance Policy and
related procedures. Can you forward a copy of the draft policy referred to in your
submission? When will the amended policy be implemented?

The draft School Attendance Policy and related procedures are currently subject to
consultation and changes are expected following stakeholder feedback.

It is anticipated that the School Attendance Policy and related procedures will be made
available to schools during Term 4, 2014 for implementation at the commencement of
the 2015 school year. This will allow concurrent implementation with the new National
Standards for Student Attendance Data Reporting, which will alter the way that student
absences are reported from the beginning of 2015.

A copy of the School Attendance Policy will be provided to the Committee after this
consultation is completed and further changes, reflecting stakeholder feedback, are
made.

3. In your submission you explain that in 2013 the Department collected data relating
to referrals to the Home School Liaison Program. For the benefit of the Committee,
can you summarise the findings of this data collection?

In 2013 there were more than 5,000 cases on Home School Liaison Program caseload.
Of these cases 33% were primary and 67% were secondary. A summary of 2013
referrals by both grade and age follows.
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4. The Committee noted that the Department’s Project Control Group is coordinating
the collection of best practice case studies in innovative approaches to engage
students affected by the raised school leaving age. Can you provide the
Committee with copies of these case studies?

Case studies reflecting good practice have been published on the Department’s internet
site (at https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/vetinschools/school-leaving-age/index.html) and are
being progressively updated. Some sample case studies are attached.

5. In your submission, you explain that the Department investigated current
alternative education programs and pathways and that the Project Control Group
is using this data to develop alternate educational programs. Can you advise the
timeline for implementation of these new programs/pathways?

2013 - Distance education outreach programs

The Department has established distance education outreach programs to support
students at risk of disengaging in learning at school through a form of field services that
allow teachers to work directly and personally with students in a safe external
environment such as a community building or civic centre. Where possible the programs



link with the identified local resources to build either pathways for employment or
transition back to a full time educational program.

2014 - Coordinated case management of distance education students

The Department has in place coordinated case management and planning for students
with significant behavioural issues who are enrolled in distance education and enhanced
support to rural and remote locations through coordinated outreach partnerships.

2015 — The virtual secondary school

The virtual secondary school will allow students in rural and remote areas to remain in
their local community and have access to a broad range of curriculum opportunities. The
school will also offer students expanded career options through innovative programs and
strengthened partnerships between schools, TAFE, universities, business and
employers. The first students will enrol in 2015.

2014 and ongoing — other rural and remote initiatives

The establishment of a virtual secondary school is a key deliverable of Rural and
Remote Education — A blueprint for action. Actions in the blueprint that expand options
for secondary students and provide further support to keep them engaged with leaming
include:

1. Progressively from 2015 — a state-wide network of 20 specialist centres
The establishment of a state-wide network of 20 specialist centres to bring together
coordinated interagency health and wellbeing services to help schools better meet the
needs of students.

The first four centres will be in operation for the 2015 school year in Broken Hill,
Dubbo, Tamworth and Wagga Wagga. Specialist centres have commenced
consultation and planning with schools and key stakeholder groups.

2. Progressively from 2015 — the establishment of Education Networks
Education Networks will link schools together to broaden curriculum options for
students in rural and remote schools. The first ten education networks, to be
operational by the start of the 2015 school year, have been identified and seed
funding to support the development of networks has been allocated. A total of 78
rural, remote and metropolitan schools are involved.

3. Progressively from 2015 — new programs being developed
New programs to be in place for the start of the 2015 school year are being
developed to give students access to and engage them in science, mathematics and
agriculture courses.

In addition, an increasing number of secondary schools are offering the new BOSTES
courses in English Studies.

VET in schools plays a significant role in broadening the secondary curriculum, in
engaging students in learning and in developing post school options. In 2013, 64,031
government school students were enrolled in a VET in schools course. This represents
over 41% of all Years 11 and 12 students in NSW. VET in schools students attained a
total of 20,260 VET qualifications in 2013. 2014 data is not yet available.

As at June 2014 there are 2,218 government school students enrolled in a school based
traineeship and 354 government school students enrolled in a school based
apprenticeship.



6. In your submission you explain that the Links to Learning program is being
reviewed in the context of Local Schools, Local Decisions. When will this review
be completed?

The review into the Links to Learning program is due to be completed in October 2014.

7. The Auditor-General recommended that the Department should examine student
access to career advice and the quality and appropriateness of information and
advice provided. In your submission, you explain that the Department is
developing a survey to examine careers advice in schools. Can you explain how
this survey will assess the quality and appropriateness of career information and
advice provided to students?

The Department is developing a survey for government schools that will analyse career
guidance, including its impact from the student's perspective.

The 2013 Expectations and Destinations of NSW Senior Secondary Students survey
collected information on students’ access to a range of different types of career advice
but not on students’ perceptions of the quality, appropriateness of the career advice
received, nor on whether such advice had any impact on their career planning, decision
making, aspirations and expectations.

8. The Committee noted that the Department has collected data from 270 schools
which refer students to the Links to Learning Program. Can you tell the Committee
what has been learned from this data?

The Links to Learning project is considered a valuable option for students at risk of
disengaging and not completing schooling. The schools who responded indicated they
could have referred more students (approximately 30% more) to their local programs,
had there been the capacity to take on more students.

The program guidelines need to be updated in the light of the raised school leaving age
and other current reforms including Rural and Remote — A blueprint for action, Every
Student, Every School and Local Schools, Local Decisions. Principals of schools in rural
and remote locations identified the need for a more flexible approach in areas with few
non-government groups to lead the program. Principals and deputy principals identified
the need for the program to focus on students of compulsory school age and to include,
where appropriate, younger students.



Examples of case studies of good practice by schools in engaging older
students

These and other case studies are progressively updated and are available on the internet at
https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/vetinschools/school-leaving-age/index.html.

lllawarra Senior College

For a range of reasons, lllawarra Senior College is a unique school in NSW, providing a
range of educational opportunities for students aged 15-82, in Years 10, 11 and 12. The
College operates in a mature learning environment where there is no school uniform,
students and teachers operate on a first name basis, and there is a strong welfare focus
across the College that is acknowledged by students, parents and staff. The College
currently operates over a four day week with extended hours from Monday to Thursday, and
has a flexible curriculum structure that caters for full-time, part-time and pathways students.
Approximately 25% of College students are of mature age.

Kempsey High School

Kempsey Shire is one of the most disadvantaged local government areas in NSW. The
Vinson Report recognised contributing factors such as the low socio-economic conditions of
the Shire, entrenched welfare dependence and the multiple disadvantages of many families.
Kempsey High School has approximately 25% Indigenous students.

Blakehurst High School

Blakehurst High School is a comprehensive co-educational secondary school located in the
Sydney Region. It has approximately 1,100 students drawn from over ten local primary
schools. 70% of students are from non-English speaking backgrounds and from over 50
different language backgrounds. The school's community is diverse, with at least 40% of
students from relatively low socio-economic backgrounds.
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