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ADC responses to questions on notice from the NSW 
Parliamentary Committee on Ageing and Disability on 15 August 
2025 
 

Committee 
member 

Question ADC response 

Mr Geoff 
Provest 

Having sat in here for a 
lengthy period of time, 
we passed the coercion 
laws and a lot of those 
abuse laws. If you were 
in my spot, do you think 
the laws are strong 
enough? What would you 
suggest to tighten them 
up or to support your 
agency’s work? 

Through our annual reports and submissions to a 
range of inquiries and reviews, the ADC has 
highlighted a number of legislative changes that 
would support the work of the ADC and help to 
better prevent and respond to abuse, neglect and 
exploitation of adults with disability and older 
people in their family, home and community in 
NSW. These include: 
• Changes to the Powers of Attorney Act 2003 

to: 
▪ Include an offence for misusing a Power 

of Attorney (POA) or Enduring Power of 
Attorney (EPOA). 

▪ Update the POA and EPOA forms and 
guidance to improve and strengthen the 
prescribed information for attorneys.  

▪ Provide a pathway for compensation of 
the principal for loss of funds incurred 
through misuse of their POA or EPOA by 
the attorney(s). 

• Changes to the Guardianship Act 1987 to 
provide a supported decision-making 
framework. 

• Changes to the Crimes Act 1900 to extend the 
coercive control offence to domestic 
relationships (including relatives), not only 
intimate partner relationships. We note that a 
review of Division 6A of the Crimes Act, which 
includes the coercive control offence, is due 
to occur in 2026.  

 
In relation to changes to the Ageing and Disability 
Commissioner Act 2019 that would support the 
ADC’s work, we are examining the potential need 
to: 

• Enhance the protections for people who 
assist the ADC in relation to a report about 
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abuse, neglect or exploitation of an adult 
with disability or older person. 

• Provide greater discretion to the ADC in 
decisions about which reports to refer to 
police.  

• Include enforceable undertakings.  
• Strengthen provisions for parties to disclose 

information to the ADC. 
• Support broader information sharing 

arrangements.  
 
The ADC is currently undertaking work to examine 
the adequacy of NSW laws in relation to abuse, 
neglect and exploitation of adults with disability 
and older people in their family, home and 
community. As part of this work, we are also 
exploring options for improvements that would 
assist in meeting the objectives of the ADC and that 
do not necessarily require legislative change. This 
includes areas in which the laws are adequate, but 
greater community awareness or behaviour change 
is required.   
 

The Hon. 
Cameron 
Murphy 
(Chair) 

When is the criminal risk 
behaviour study that UTS 
is doing likely to be 
completed or how far 
along is it?  
 

UTS has completed the criminal risk behaviour 
study, which involved de-identified ADC data. A 
research report has now been published, titled 
‘Behaviours in the context of dementia: insights 
from safeguarding, health and advocacy services.’ 
The report can be accessed via: 
https://doi.org/10.71741/4pyxmbnjaq.29945432.v1 
 

Mr Tri Vo When you say it 
performed well with 
CALD communities, was 
it in different languages 
on the radio? 
 

The ADC’s ‘Know Your Rights’ campaign included 
radio spots on SBS radio and digital advertising via 
Meta that had a focus on Mandarin, Cantonese, 
Arabic, Vietnamese, Greek and Italian languages.  
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