
G o o d Aft er n o o n,

Pl e as e fi n d r es p o ns es t o 2 q u esti o ns t a k e n o n n oti c e.

Q. 1

R e s p o n s e:

C urr e ntl y, i n r e g ar ds t o A G R N 1 0 1 2, all fi n a n ci al d e ali n gs wit h P u bli c W or ks A d vis or y h a v e b e e n fi n alis e d  

a n d p ai d e x c e pt f or o n e w hi c h is i m mi n e nt.  T h e l ast cl ai m s u b mitt e d i n M a y 2 0 2 4 a m o u nti n g t o $ 4 4 1 k  

w as a p pr o v e d b y P u bli c W or ks A d vis or y b ut g ot l ost wit h t h e R e c o nstr u cti o n A ut h orit y d u e t o c h a n g e i n  

p ers o n n el.  P u bli c W or ks A d vis or y pr o mis e d t o f oll o w it u p b ut t his di d n ot pr o gr ess, s o C o u n cil dir e ctl y  

a p pr o a c h e d t h e R e c o nstr u cti o n A ut h orit y w h er e t h e cl ai m h as b e e n f o u n d. 

I n r e g ar ds t o t h e I nfr astr u ct ur e R e c o v er y wit h Tr a ns p ort f or N S W, t hi n gs w er e c h all e n gi n g at t h e st art 

a n d C o u n cil w as i n c urri n g si g nifi c a nt e x p e n dit ur es. H o w e v er, d uri n g t h e c urr e nt fi n a n ci al y e ar, t h e  

E m er g e n c y W or ks Cl ai m of ar o u n d $ 1 7 milli o n w as fi n alis e d a n d f ull y p ai d.  C o u n cil di d r e c ei v e

$ 8. 4 milli o n i n a d v a n c e p a y m e nts r el ati n g t o t h at cl ai m.  Als o d uri n g 2 0 2 3/ 2 0 2 4, C o u n cil fi n alis e d t h e  

I m m e di at e R e p air W or ks Cl ai m f or ar o u n d $ 1. 8 milli o n a n d t h at h as b e e n f ull y p ai d.  C o u n cil is n o w i nt o 

t h e Ess e nti al P u bli c Ass et R est or ati o n ( E P A R) w or ks t h at s o m e pr oj e cts ar e still r e q uiri n g a p pr o v als.  

Tr a ns p ort f or N S W h a v e c o m e u p wit h w h at is c all e d a Tri p artit e A gr e e m e nt t h at C o u n cil si g n e d u p t o  

t h at i n cl u d e d t h e R e c o nstr u cti o n A ut h orit y a n d Tr a ns p ort f or N S W.  As a r es ult of t h at C o u n cil r e c ei v e d  

a n a d v a n c e p a y m e nt of $ 1 5. 9 milli o n i n cl u di n g est a blis h m e nt f u n ds f or s o m e E P A R S y et t o b e a p pr o v e d. 

C o u n cil h as c o m pl et e d o n e m aj or E P A R b ei n g F e d er al Dri v e L a n dsli p w h er e cl ai ms h a v e b e e n p ai d pl us  

C o u n cil r e c ei v e d a n a d v a n c e p a y m e nt f or t his pr oj e ct of $ 1 0 milli o n.  At t his st a g e C o u n cil is still h ol di n g  

ar o u n d $ 2 3 milli o n i n a d v a n c e f u n ds fr o m Tr a ns p ort f or N S W. 

At t his p oi nt, t h e c as hfl o w sit u ati o n f or C o u n cil h as i m pr o v e d gr e atl y i n r el ati o n t o t h e fl o o d r e c o v er y. 

P ot e nti all y, t h e s c al e of t h e A G R N 1 0 1 2 dis ast er a n d t h e q u a nt u m of t h e d a m a g e pl us t h e est a blis h m e nt  

p h as e of t h e R e c o nstr u cti o n A ut h orit y f u n cti o n m a y h a v e all c o ntri b ut e d t o t h e i niti al fl o o d r e c o v er y  

f u n di n g d el a ys t h at cr e at e d fi n a n ci al str ai n o n t h e i m p a ct e d C o u n cils.


Ms LIZA BUTLER: In relation to the funding from the RA, have you been successful in getting any of
that up-front—and this is for Lismore as well—or have you had to complete the works before you get any of the
funding? Because I know that with the number of natural disasters, it is financially draining on councils.

ESMERALDA DAVIS: I might take the question from Byron's perspective. We have certainly been the
recipient of some advance payments, which certainly has helped with council's cash flow. That took some time to
be realised. I understand from my colleagues in infrastructure services that the advance payments have been more
of a recent occurrence, rather than something that was provided immediately post-disaster. There was quite a
lengthy process to get to this stage. But I'm happy to take that on notice and provide more detailed information.

Ms LIZA BUTLER: That would be great, thank you.





R e s p o n s e:

T h e ass ess m e nt c a n b e d o n e eit h er b y C o u n cil or t h e D e p art m e nt of Pl a n ni n g or a n ot h er st at e

g o v er n m e nt a g e n c y pr o vi d e d t h er e is a n a p pr o pri at e l e v el of ri g o ur i n t h at ass ess m e nt pr o c ess.

S p e cifi c all y t h e c o m m u nit y n e e d t o h a v e c o nfi d e n c e i n t h at ass ess m e nt pr o c ess

T his is m or e a r es o ur ci n g iss u e t o e ns ur e t h at t h er e is a p pr o pri at e o v ersi g ht of t h e w or ks b ei n g pl a n n e d

a n d a p pr o v e d f or c o nstr u cti o n. S u c h m att ers f or e x a m pl e i n cl u d e b ut n ot li mit e d t o:

E c ol o g y

B us hfir e

St or m w at er m a n a g e m e nt

Fl o o di n g

C ult ur al h erit a g e m att ers

Tr a ns p ort a n d a c c ess

A m e nit y a n d N ei g h b o ur h o o d i m p a cts ( o v ers h a d o wi n g/ pri v a c y / n ois e et c)

If t h e D e pt of Pl a n ni n g ( or ot h er st at e g o vt a g e n c y) h a v e t h at c a p a cit y, e x p eri e n c e a n d e x p ertis e t h e n

s u c h d e v el o p m e nt c o ul d r e m ai n at a st at e l e v el.

H o w e v er if s u c h m att ers ar e t o b e r et ur n e d t o C o u n cil t o m a n a g e a n d a p pr o v e, t h e n it is ess e nti al t h at

C o u n cils ar e pr o vi d e d wit h a d diti o n al r es o ur c es t o e ns ur e t h at st aff wit h r el e v a nt e x p eri e n c e a n d

e x p ertis e t h at ar e p ut o nt o r e c o nstr u cti o n w or k, t h at ot h er r es o ur c es ar e pr o vi d e d t o t h e L G A t o e n a bl e

t h e g e n er al d a y t o d a y b usi n ess of C o u n cil t o c o nti n u e wit h o ut li mit e d i m p a cts a n d d el a ys.   

T h a n k y o u,

D e b.

D e b or a h St aff or d | M a n a g er S o ci al & C ult ur al Pl a n ni n g | B Y R O N S HI R E C O U N CI L

P:   | E:  
B u n dj al u n g C o u ntr y, P O B o x 2 1 9, M ull u m bi m b y N S W 2 4 8 2 | w w w. b yr o n. n s w. g o v. a u  
Fi n d u s o n F a c e b o o k w w w.f a c e b o o k. c o m/ b yr o n s hir e. c o u n cil

B yr o n S hir e C o u n cil a c k n o wl e d g e s t h e Tr a diti o n al O w n er s of t hi s l a n d, t h e Ar a k w al p e o pl e, t h e Mi nj u n g b al
p e o pl e a n d t h e Wi dj a b ul p e o pl e of t h e B u n dj al u n g N ati o n, a n d p a y s o ur r e s p e ct s t o El d er s p a st a n d pr e s e nt.

E m ail s fr o m B yr o n S hir e C o u n cil m a y c o nt ai n c o nfi d e nti al a n d/ or pri vil e g e d i nf or m ati o n. Pl e a s e c o n si d er t h e c o nt e xt i n w hi c h t hi s

e m ail h a s b e e n s e nt t o y o u, t h e e m ail’ s c o nt e nt, a n d w h et h er it c a n b e di s cl o s e d t o a t hir d p art y.

Q. 2

http://www.byron.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.facebook.com/byronshire.council



