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1.  H o w d o e s t h e t e c h ni c al alli a n c e of e n gi n e e r s s u p p o r t t r ai ni n g, r e c r ui t m e n t 

a n d r e t e n ti o n f o r y o u r c o u n cil?  
 
T h e  C e nt r al  N S W  J oi nt O r g a nisti o n  ( C N S WJ O)  W at e r  Utiliti es  Alli a n c e  ( T h e  T e c h ni c al  
Alli a n c e) h as us e d t h e r es o u r c es of t h e C N S WJ O  t o c o o r di n at e r e gi o n al t r ai ni n g f o r W at e r 
a n d S e w e r T r e at m e nt Pl a nt O p e r at o rs. F o r e x a m pl e , si x of C o w r a C o u n cil’s T r e at m e nt Pl a n 
O p e r at o rs  q u alifi e d  wit h  C ertific at e  1 1 1  W at er  I n d ustry  O p er ati o ns  ( W ast e w at er  Tr e at m e nt)  
t h r o u g h a r e gi o n al c o urs e c o o r di n at e d b y t h e C N S WJ O . 
 
T h e C N S WJ O  p r o vi d e d  ess e nti al  a d v o c a c y  t o  s u p p o rt  of  t h e  r e -est a blis h m e nt  of  W at e r  
I n d ust r y  O p e r ati o ns  t r ai ni n g  i n  N S W;  aft e r  t h e  i m pl e m e nt ati o n  of  t h e  A ust r ali a n  
Q u alifi c ati o ns F r a m e w o r k l eft N S W wit h n o a c cr e dit e d t r ai ni n g pr o vi d e rs.  
 
T h e  T e c h ni c al  Alli a n c e  p r o vi d es  a  n et w o r k  of  p r of essi o n al  e x p e ri e n c e  t h at  c a n  assist  all  
m e m b e rs  wit h  i nf o r m al  t r ai ni n g  a n d  m e nt o ri n g  i n  w at e r  a n d  s e w e r  t r e at m e nt  o p e r ati o n al  
iss u es. 
 
T h e T e c h ni c al Alli a n c e d o es n’t r e all y assist wit h r e c r uit m e nt at C o w r a C o u n cil. 
 
P a rti ci p ati n g i n t h e T e c h ni c al Alli a n c e pr o vi d es m e m b e rs p r of essi o n al s u p p o rt t h r o u g h t h e 
n et w o r k; a n d c a n assist wit h st aff r et e nti o n at C o w r a t h r o u g h off eri n g t h e o p p o rt u nit y t o g ai n 
a d diti o n al k n o wl e d g e a n d s kills d e v el o p m e nt.  
 
 

2.  H o w c o ul d g o v e r n m e n t p r e v e n t f o r c e d a m al g a m a ti o n s t h r o u g h l e gi sl a ti v e 
p r o t e c ti o n s?  

 
C o w r a C o u n cil’s o bj e cti v e is t o m ai nt ai n t h e w at e r a n d s e w e r f u n cti o ns i n t h e C o w r a L o c al 
G o v e r n m e nt A r e a u n d e r C o w r a C o u n cil c o nt r ol. As p r e vi o usl y e x p r ess e d; t h e g r a v e c o n c e r n 
is t h e c e nt r alis ati o n of w at e r a n d s e w e r s e r vi c es t o t h e d et ri m e nt of t h e C o w r a L G A. 
 
H a vi n g s e p a r at e w at e r a n d s e w e r f u n ds m a y e n a bl e t h e w at e r a n d s e w e r f u n ds a n d ass ets t o 
b e f o r ci bl y a m al g a m at e d i nt o a l a r g e r r e gi o n al e ntit y; s e p a r at e t o C o wr a C o u n cil. C o u n cil  is 
s e e ki n g a l e gisl ati v e s ol uti o n t h at will n ot p e r mit t h e f o r m ati o n of a n ot h e r e ntit y wit h o ut t h e 
c o n c u r r e n c e of t h e L o c al G o v e r n m e nt p a rti es.  

 
 
3.  C a n y o u p r o vi d e m o r e i nf o r m a ti o n a b o u t t h e C o u n cil ’s g r o u n d w a t e r s u p pl y 

pi p eli n e a n d h o w t hi s will s u p p o r t d r o u g h t r e sili e n c e?  
 
T h e si n gl e s o u r c e of t h e t o w n w at e r s u p pl y f or C o w r a is t h e L a c hl a n Ri v e r d o w nst r e a m of 
W y a n g al a D a m. As st at e d i n t h e ‘ D r aft L a c hl a n R e gi o n al W at e r St r at e g y’; ‘ Wit h o ut c h a n g es t o 
h o w w e m a n a g e t h e syst e m or t h e r ul es by w hic h w e s h ar e w at er, t h e m ai n w at er st or a g es i n t h e 
L ac hl a n; t h e Wy a n g al a a n d C arc o ar d a ms; c o ul d c o m e cl os e t o e m pty m or e oft e n. T h e fr e q u e ncy of 
fl o o di n g cycl es m ay c h a n g e a n d t h er e c o ul d b e l ess s urf ac e w at er, i ncr e as e d d e m a n d f or gr o u n d w at er 
a n d f e w er o p p ort u niti es f or gr o u n d w at er s o urc es t o r e pl e nis h .’ 
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T h e s e v e r e dr o u g ht of 2 0 1 9/ 2 0 p r o vi d e d a cl e ar i n di c ati o n t h at a n alt e r n at e d r o u g ht w at er 
s u p pl y s o u r c e is r e q ui r e d f o r C o w r a’s t o w n w at e r; wit h W y a n g al a D a m o p e r ati o ns m o d elli n g 
i n di c ati n g a n i m mi n e nt ‘ c e as e t o fl o w’ s c e n a ri o i n t his p e ri o d. 
 
A n alt e r n at e e m e r g e n c y g r o u n d w at e r s u p pl y f o r C o w r a h as b e e n est a blis h e d at Billi m a ri; a 
vill a g e i n t h e C o w r a L G A, 2 6 k m n o rt h of C o w r a. T w o b o r es h a v e b e e n c o nst r u ct e d; li c e n c e d 
t o s u p pl y u p t o 6 M L/ d a y t o C o w r a.  T his v ol u m e will b e r e q ui r e d t o pr o vi d e t h e criti c al d ail y 
d e m a n d at L e v el 3 ‘ Hi g h R est ri cti o ns’ as i d e ntifi e d i n C o u n cil’s D r o u g ht M a n a g e m e nt Pl a n.  
 
A r es e r v oi r, p u m ps a n d 2 3 k m of t h e risi n g m ai n  i nf r ast r u ct u r e t o d eli v e r t h e w at e r t o t h e 
C o w r a W at e r T r e at m e nt Pl a nt h a v e b e e n c o m pl et e d. T h e r e m ai ni n g 3 k m is c u r r e ntl y u n d e r 
c o nst r u cti o n. T his alt e r n at e e m e r g e n c y g r o u n d w at e r s o u r c e a d dr ess es t h e iss u e of t h e m ai n 
w at e r  st o r a g e  W y a n g al a  D a m  b ei n g  cl o s e  t o  e m pt y  m o r e  oft e n;  a n d  i m p r o v es  C o w r a  
C o u n cil’s d r o u g ht r esili e n c e.  
 
 


