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C o m mitt e e o n I n v e st m e nt, I n d u str y a n d R e gi o n al D e v el o p m e nt  

P e rf o r m a n c e of t h e R e gi o n al I n v e st m e nt A cti v ati o n F u n d a n d R e gi o n al J o b 
C r e ati o n F u n d  
S u p pl e m e nt a r y q u e sti o n s  

C e nt r al C o a st C o u n cil  

 
1.  At t h e p u bli c h e ari n g, y o u st at e d t h at "t h er e n e e d s t o b e t h at n u a n c e i n p oli c y t h at r e s p o n d s t o 

t h e u ni q u e cir c u m st a n c e s i n v ari o u s p art s of N S W" ( p a g e 2 1, u n c orr e ct e d tr a n s cri pt). I n y o ur 

o pi ni o n, h o w c o ul d t h e R e gi o n al I n v e st m e nt A cti v ati o n F u n d  a n d R e g i o n al J o b Cr e ati o n F u n d 

t a k e a m or e n u a n c e d a p pr o a c h i n t h eir p oli c y a n d pr o gr a m d e si g n ?  

 

2.  A p art fr o m r e g ul at or y c h a n g e s, h o w c a n t h e g o v er n m e nt a d dr e s s t h e si g nifi c a nt d el a y s i n 

D e v el o p m e nt A p pli c ati o n s f a c e d b y r e gi o n al b u si n e s s e s ?  

 

3.  W h at i s y o ur e x p eri e n c e wit h t h e e Pl a n ni n g p ort al i n t h e a d mi ni str ati o n of t h e s e f u n d s ? H o w 

c a n t h e g o v er n m e nt i m pr o v e it s a d mi ni str ati v e pr o c e s s ?   

 

4.  I n y o ur o pi ni o n w h at i m p a ct d o e s t h e e n d of t h e R e gi o n al I n v e st m e nt A cti v ati o n F u n d ( RI A F) 

h a v e o n b u si n e s s e s i n C e ntr al N S W ?  
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D e ar Mr B utl er  

S u p pl e m e n t a r y Q u e s ti o n s –  P e rf or m a n c e of t h e R e gi o n al I n v e s t m e n t A cti v a ti o n F u n d 

a n d R e gi o n al J o b C r e a ti o n F u n d  

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur s u p pl e m e nt ar y q u e sti o n s r e g ar di n g t h e p erf or m a n c e of t h e R e gi o n al I n v e st m e nt 

A cti v ati o n F u n d ( RI A F) a n d t h e R e gi o n al J o b Cr e ati o n F u n d ( RJ C F). Pl e a s e fi n d b el o w m y r e s p o n s e s t o 

t h o s e q u e sti o n s. 

1 At t h e p u bli c h e a ri n g, y o u st at e d t h at "t h er e n e e d s t o b e t h at n u a n c e i n p oli c y t h at 

r e s p o n d s t o t h e u ni q u e ci r c u m st a n c e s i n v a ri o u s p a rt s of N S W " ( p a g e 2 1, u n c o r r e ct e d 

t r a n s c ri pt). I n  y o u r o pi ni o n, h o w c o ul d t h e R e gi o n al I n v e st m e nt A cti v ati o n F u n d a n d 

R e gi o n al J o b C r e ati o n F u n d t a k e a m o r e n u a n c e d a p p r o a c h i n t h ei r p oli c y a n d p r o g r a m 

d e si g n ?  

B ot h t h e RI A F a n d t h e RJ C F ar e h e a vil y f o c u s e d o n t h e m a n uf a ct uri n g s e ct or, a s ‘ e n gi n e’ 

i n d u stri e s ali g n e d t o t h e N S W G o v er n m e nt’ s A 2 0 Y e ar Vi si o n f or R e gi o n al N S W  ( 2 0 2 1).  T h e s e 

e n gi n e i n d u stri e s si m pl y m a y n ot b e t h e hi g h e st pri orit y f or g o v er n m e nt i n v e st m e nt i n all 

r e gi o n s a cr o s s N S W. 

W hil e t h e eli gi bilit y crit eri a r ef er t o r e gi o n al e c o n o mi c d e v el o p m e nt str at e gi e s ( R E D S), it i s n ot 

cl e ar h o w R E D S h a v e b e e n c o n si d er e d i n t h e e v al u ati o n pr o c e s s , a n d it a p p e ar s t h at l o c al 

e c o n o mi c d e v el o p m e nt str at e gi e s w er e  n ot c o n si d er e d at all.   F or e x a m pl e : 

• i n m a n y r e gi o n al ar e a s j o b s r et e nti o n i s a m u c h hi g h er pri orit y t h a n j o b cr e ati o n, b ut

pr oj e ct s t h at s e e k t o r et ai n k e y w or k er s ar e i n eli gi bl e ,

• a f o c u s o n ‘ e n gi n e’ i n d u stri e s e x cl u d e s  i n d u stri e s, s u c h a s c hil d c ar e a n d h o u si n g, t h at ar e

c riti c al t o e c o n o mi c pr o s p erit y i n m o st r e gi o n al ar e a s, a n d

• th e i n cl u si o n of a r e q uir e m e nt f or pl a n ni n g a p pr o v al wit h o ut c o n si d er ati o n of t h e sit u ati o n

f a c e d b y m a n y l o c al c o u n cil pl a n ni n g a ut h oriti e s p ut s a d diti o n al pr e s s ur e o n alr e a d y

str ai n e d s y st e m s  t h at ar e w or ki n g t o s u p p ort l o c al e c o n o mi c pri oriti e s.

A n i m pr o v e d s y st e m w o ul d:  

- I n v ol v e r e gi o n al st a k e h ol d er s i n t h e d e si g n of f u n di n g pr o gr a m s,

C e ntr al 
C o a st 

C o u n cil 
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- Include alignment with local economic development strategies in grant assessment criteria, 

and 

- Involve local stakeholders, including local government, in the assessment process. 

 

2 Apart from regulatory changes, how can the government address the significant delays 

in Development Applications faced by regional businesses? 

 

Improving the quality of development applications 

 

Around 80-90% of the DAs received by Central Coast Council do not contain all of the 

information required to assess them.  The time taken to request, receive and assess further 

information that should have been provided on lodgement significantly extends assessment 

times. 

 

There is a key role for Government to work with industry to explain the current planning 

process to proponents to improve the quality of development applications submitted to 

planning authorities for assessment. Under the model template Local Environmental Plan, most 

planning processes are now pretty similar, which allows for this education process to take 

place. 

 

Funding local government to directly employ more planning staff 

 

Government could also support local councils with effective resources to assess DAs.  While 

Minister Hoenig has directed local councils to provide sufficient resources to assess DAs (23-12 

Guidelines on the withdrawal of development applications - Office of Local Government NSW), 

the government has not provided any additional funding support for councils to do that.  In a 

rate capped environment, this inevitably means a reduction in other local government services, 

should additional planning resources be able to be secured.   

 

Secondment of planners from the Department of Planning and Environment or funding to 

enable councils to recruit their own planning staff would be more effective than the current 

Flying Squad model, as it would allow additional staff to be delegated to determine 

applications rather than assess them and then have a council officer satisfy themselves that the 

assessment of an application is adequate for them to determine it. 

 

Supporting training, development and retention of local government planners  

 

There is a significant shortage of planners, and particularly senior planners, in NSW. The 

Planning Institute of Australia reports that from 2021 to 2026, an 18.6% increase in planners is 

required nationally to meet anticipated demand.  While NSW has the highest number of 

planners in Australia, the majority work in Greater Sydney, with 27% of LGAs having no 

planning staff at all. 

 

There is a key role for governments, both state and federal, to support planning education to 

ensure there is an adequate supply of planning graduates.  It would also be useful for the NSW 

Government to understand how its cyclical focus on planning reform affects both the demand 
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f or st at e- b a s e d pl a n n er s , w hi c h r e d u c e s t h e a v ail a bilit y of l o c al pl a n n er s, a n d t h e b ur d e n o n 

l o c al pl a n n er s t o k e e p u p wit h c h a n g e s i n t h e alr e a d y c o m pl e x N S W pl a n ni n g s y st e m.  

 

T h er e i s o p p ort u nit y f or t h e D e p art m e nt of Pl a n ni n g a n d E n vir o n m e nt t o pr o vi d e m or e 

t ar g et e d tr ai ni n g a n d d e v el o p m e nt s u p p ort f or e xi sti n g l o c al g o v er n m e nt pl a n n er s t o a s si st 

t h e m t o a d o pt b e st pr a cti c e a p pr o a c h e s t o t h e a s s e s s m e nt of d e v el o p m e nt a p pli c ati o n s a n d t o 

st a y a br e a st of c h a n g e s t o r e g ul ati o n.  

 

3  W h at i s y o ur e x p e ri e n c e wit h t h e e Pl a n ni n g p ort al i n t h e a d mi ni st r ati o n of  t h e s e f u n d s ? 

H o w c a n t h e g o v e r n m e nt i m p r o v e it s a d mi ni st r ati v e p r o c e s s ?  

 

C e ntr al C o a st C o u n cil i s n ot f a mili ar wit h h o w R e gi o n al N S W mi g ht u s e t h e e Pl a n ni n g p ort al i n 

t h e a d mi ni str ati o n of RJ C F f u n di n g. C o u n cil i s a w ar e of h o w gr a nt r e ci pi e nt s u s e t h e e Pl a n ni n g 

p ort al f or d e v el o p m e nt a s s e s s m e nt p ur p o s e s.  

 

C o u n cil i s a w ar e t h at m a n y l o c al g o v er n m e nt s i n N S W c o nti n u e t o f a c e c h all e n g e s wit h t h e 

e Pl a n ni n g p ort al. C o u n cil’ s c h all e n g e s ar e e x a c er b at e d b y a m al g a m ati o n, w hi c h a d d s  a l a y er of 

c o m pl e xit y h ar m o ni si n g t w o pl a n ni n g s oft w ar e s y st e m s a n d att e m pti n g t o i nt e gr at e t h e m wit h 

t h e e Pl a n ni n g p ort al.   

 

I n hi n d si g ht, gi v e n t h at t h er e ar e t w o m aj or s oft w ar e pr o vi d er s s u p p orti n g l o c al g o v er n m e nt 

pl a n ni n g pr o c e s s e s, t h e g o v er n m e nt c o ul d h a v e e n g a g e d dir e ctl y wit h t h o s e pr o vi d er s t o 

d e v el o p t h e e Pl a n ni n g p ort al r at h er t h a n r e q uiri n g e a c h c o u n cil t o s e p ar at el y  n e g oti at e wit h 

t h eir pr o vi d er t o d e v el o p a s ol uti o n.  M o vi n g f or w ar d, it w o ul d b e u s ef ul f or t h e D e p art m e nt of 

Pl a n ni n g a n d E n vir o n m e nt t o pr o vi d e m or e pr o a cti v e s u p p ort t o c o u n cil s t o e n s ur e t h at 

e v er y o n e c a n p erf or m a mi ni m u m l e v el of f u n cti o n alit y b ef o r e a d di n g a d diti o n al m o d ul e s t h at, 

i n o ur c a s e, h a v e m e a nt t h at f u n cti o n alit y h a s b e e n r e d u c e d.   

 

4  I n y o u r o pi ni o n w h at i m p a ct d o e s t h e e n d of t h e R e gi o n al I n v e st m e nt A cti v ati o n F u n d 

( RI A F) h a v e o n b u si n e s s e s i n C e nt r al N S W ?  

 

C o u n cil i s u n a bl e t o c o m m e nt o n t h e i m p a ct of t h e e n d of RI A F f u n di n g o n C e ntr al N S W. O n 

t h e C e ntr al C o a st, t h er e i s u nli k el y t o b e a si g nifi c a nt i m p a ct a s t h e s c al e of t h e i n v e st m e nt t o 

d at e ( $ 2 m) i s l o w r el ati v e t o t h e br o a d er e c o n o m y a n d t h er e ar e a r a n g e of ot h er gr a nt 

pr o gr a m s t h at pr o vi d e s u p p ort t o l o c al ‘ e n gi n e’ , e m er gi n g e n gi n e’ a n d ‘ e n a bli n g’ i n d u stri e s. 
 

Pl e a s e d o n’t h e sit at e t o c o nt a ct m e if y o u w o ul d li k e t o di s c u s s a n y a s p e ct of t hi s a d diti o n al 

s u b mi s si o n i n m or e d et ail.  

 

Y o ur s si n c er el y  

M att h e w C orr a di n  

A cti n g Di r e ct o r  

E n vir o n m e n t a n d  P l a n ni n g 
O ur r ef er e n c e: D 1 5 9 9 8 5 5 9  
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