INQUIRY INTO URBAN WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Committee to inquire into and report on:

The provision of urban water* infrastructure in New South Wales, with particular reference to: 

1. Factors (historical, social etc) which have led to current systems of centralised reticulation infrastructure for the delivery of urban water services

2. Age and expected life of this existing infrastructure

3. Full replacement cost of this infrastructure

4. Environmental, economic and social performance of these systems

5. Alternatives systems and approaches which can provide high quality water-related services to the community at a lower cost and with better environmental outcomes. For example:

· smarter engineering solutions, including decentralised water supply and waste water treatment and management

· water sensitive urban design principles

· adoption of modern biological treatment processes 

6. Environmental, economic and social performance of such alternative systems, particularly:

· potential cost savings of alternative approaches (including capital and operating costs)

· advantages of better integrated administrative and policy arrangements

· recognising stormwater and waste water as a resource rather than a problem (for disposal)

· financing options

7. Strategies for introducing alternative systems as existing infrastructure approaches the end of its design life

8. Any other related matter.
*  “water”  is taken to mean water supply, sewerage and stormwater and “urban” includes all urban areas (not just major metropolitan areas)





