
Legislation Review Committee 

Correspondence received in response 
to the Legislation Review Committee 
Digest No. 42 – 10 May 2022 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Letter from the Hon. Victor Dominello MP, Minister for Customer Service and Digital Government, 
responding to the Committee's comments regarding the State Insurance and Care Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2022 in Digest 42/57 - 15 June 2022 ........................................................................ 1 

Letter from the Hon. Paul Toole MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for Regional New South Wales, and 
Minister for Police, responding to the Committee's comments regarding the Work Health and 
Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Amendment Bill 2022 in Digest 42/57 - 27 June 2022 ............... 3 

 

 

  



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Our reference: COR-02689-2022

Mr David Layzell MP
Chair
Legislation Review Committee
By email: legislation.review@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Dear Chair

State Insurance and Care Legislation Amendment Bill 2022

Thank you for your correspondence about the State Insurance and Care Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2022. I would like to respond to the issues raised by the Legislation Review 
Committee (the Committee). 

Strict liability offences
I note the difference in penalties identified by the Committee. I consider the penalty under 
section 195 of the Workers Compensation Act 1987 more appropriate given the nature of the 
scheme. 

Access to Justice - Legal Representation
The requirement that parties be legally represented in lump sum death settlement proceedings 
(unless otherwise directed by the Personal Injury Commission) ensures protection for 
individuals and reflects that the compromised settlement of a lump sum death benefit claim 
involves the determination of significant legal rights and interests, particularly with respect to 
minor child dependants.

I note your concern about access to legal representation. Schedule 5, Part 5 of the Personal 
Injury Commission Act 2020 establishes the Independent Legal Assistance and Review 
Service, administered by the Independent Review Officer. The Service provides funding for 
legal and associated costs for workers under the workers compensation legislation seeking 
advice about decisions of insurers and to help resolve disputes between workers and insurers. 
This mitigates the Committee’s concern about protracted litigation due to lack of legal 
representation. 

Further, it is noted that the Personal Injury Commission may discretionarily permit parties to an 
agreement be unrepresented in proceedings. 

Commencement by proclamation
The second print of the State Insurance and Care Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 no longer 
includes provisions that commence by proclamation. 

Matters deferred to subordinate legislation
Clauses in the Bill about commutations were removed from the Bill by amendment. 

The compromised settlement of a lump sum death benefit claim involves the determination of 
significant legal rights and interests, particularly with respect to minor child dependants. The 
Bill provides that such disputes may only be resolved within the Personal Injury Commission to 
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