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41. 
NSW 
GOVERNMENT 

The Hon. Adam Marshall MP 
Minister for Agriculture 
Minister for Western New South Wales 

Ms Felicity Wilson MP 
Chair, Legislation Review Committee 
Parliament of NSW 
Macquarie Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Legislation. review@parliarnentnsw.gov .au 

f:ei;,v/ DearMs� � t

OM21/4349 
Your Ref: LAC21/035.05 

Thank you for your letter of 5 May 2021, in your capacity as Chair of the Legislation Review 
Committee, regarding the Biosecurity Order (Permitted Activities) Amendment (Cattle Tk:k
Carriers) Order2020. 

Cattle tick is a significant animal health pest in Australia, causing direct production losses as 
v,.,ell as being the vector of tick fever, a major cause of death and illness in cattle herds. It is 
endemic in parts of Queensland, Western Australia and the Northern. NSW is currently a cattle 
tick free area. Hov,.,ever, if cattle tick became endemic in NSW, it is estimated that the cost to 
the industry 'M'.>uld be approximately $30 million annually. 

The Department of Primary Industries (DPI ) acknowledges the seriousness of this biosecurity 
risk entering NSW and considers the regulated measures of notification, movement and 
treatment conditions on carriers of cattle tick, including horses, are necessary for the control and 
eradication of cattle tick entering NSW. 

Given the potential for the pest to cause significant economic damage to the beef cattle and 
diary industries, the NSW Government has established a Cattle Tick Program (the Program). 
Costing approximately $4 million per annum, the Program 'M'.>rks to keep NSW tick-free through 
movement controls on animals from tick infested areas, implementing strategies to eradicate 
outbreaks of ticks and tick fever, and updating industry on developments in cattle tick control. 

The Program was developed with industry oversight under the former Cattle Tick Ministerial 
Advisory Committee. These arrangements 'M'.>rked to ensure that the regulated measures for 
cattle tick remain proportionate in the management of the biosecurity risk. DPI regular1y 
assesses the appropriateness of the management arrangements for cattle tick, in consultation 
with land holders, industry and monitoring arrangements in other jurisdictions. 

I trust this is of assistance, hov,.,ever, if you require any further information, I have asked Mr Peter 
Day, Director Compliance & Integrity Systems within DPI, to be available to ansv,.,er any 
questions you may have. Mr Day can be contacted on (02) 6391 3100. 

Y;r;;;•r� 

Adam Marshall 
MINISTER 

GPO Box 5341 Sydney NSW 2001 • P: (02) 8574 5450 • F: (02) 9339 5574 • W: nsw .gov.au/rrinistermarshall 
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